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National Housing Federation Funding of Supported Housing Task & Finish Group  

Notes from seventh meeting 23 June 2017 

 

Alistair Smyth, Head of Policy, opened with an overview of the current political 

landscape and how this impacts our work.  

 It is likely there will be delays to the Government’s timetable for publishing a Green 

paper following its own consultation which closed earlier this year.  

 Supported housing is still a top priority for the Federation, but we are gauging 

messaging and timing in light of recent events.  

 The Federation has met with CLG and DWP officials and spoken with the 

Department of Health - officials are still working to the same timescale of 

implementation in April 2019.  

 Agreed that even given recent political shifts, it is important to keep this a cross-party 

issue. 

Barry Hartness, Public Affairs Officer, updated on new ministers and joint inquiry 

report. 

 DCLG: New Housing Minister, Alok Sharma, MP for Reading West 

 DWP:  

o Caroline Dinenage, MP for Gosport, has replaced Caroline Noakes as 

Minister for Family Support, Housing and Children. 

o David Gauke, MP for South West Hertfordshire, is new Secretary of State for 

DWP.  

 Joint inquiry: current political climate is an opportunity to mobilise new MPs and 

back benchers.  

Findings from the Federation survey into impact of proposal on supply of supported 

housing will be publicly available in the near future. 

 

Group discussions 

Agreed that: 

The aims of the seventh meeting of the task and finish group were to: 

 

• consider the opportunities that the new political landscape brings; 

• discuss findings of the Federation’s survey into impact of proposal on supply 

of supported housing; 

• discuss our approach to the timetable for any new system. 
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 current overall approach of continuing to raise concerns about the proposed funding 

model with the Government and with local MPs remains the right approach; and 

 there’s an opportunity currently to restate our concerns; and 

 if there is to be a different approach for short-term services, the Government needs 

to consult thoroughly on options for what that approach should be. 

Actions and next steps: 

 Across the group, members are writing to new MPs and metro mayors.  

 The Federation will alert members to any information regarding the expected 

Supported Housing Green Paper. 

 The group will meet again in September 2017. 


