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Key statistics briefing: 

How many affordable homes do housing 

associations own? 

 

 

 

 

Summary of key points: 

 

 At the end of 2015/16, housing associations in England owned 2.67 million below-market 

affordable homes. 

 These dwellings are home to an estimated 5.87 million people. 
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1. Where does this figure come from? 

All private registered providers of social housing (PRPs) are required to complete an annual 

statistical data return (SDR) for the Homes and Communities Agency (HCA), detailing the 

amount of stock they hold, where that stock is located, and what rent is charged for it. The HCA 

publishes the SDR data in a range of formats1, including a statistical bulletin, supporting tables 

and a full dataset. 

2. What’s included in this figure? 

The headline figures for England break down as follows2: 

General 

needs 

Supported 

Housing 

Housing for 

older people 

Social leased 

(LCHO) 

Non-

social 

rented 

Non-

social 

leased 

Total 

2,076,014 125,302 300,181 165,909 53,981 40,303 2,761,690 
 

The total number of affordable homes is arrived at by excluding non-social homes; this comes 

to 2,667,406 below market (or affordable) homes (including low cost home ownership 

properties). 

If we want to include market (i.e. non social) homes, then the total comes to 2,761,690 as noted 

above. 

Please also note these figures include stock from the very small number of for-profit PRPs – 

around 550 units of affordable housing spread across the four different categories. 

3. How many people live in these homes? 

The English Housing Survey (EHS) conducted annually by the Department for Communities and 

Local Government (DCLG) gives a mean average household size in housing association 

properties of 2.2 people3. Multiplying this by the number of below-market homes noted above 

gives an estimated total of 5,868,293 people living in those homes. 

 

                                                      
1 www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statistical-data-return-2015-to-2016  
2HCA, Private Registered Provider Social Housing Stock in England 2015-2016, Table 3 
3 DCLG, English Housing Survey 2014-15 Headline Report, Annex table 1.3 

https://www.gov.uk/government/statistics/statistical-data-return-2015-to-2016
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/406547/2013-14_Section_1_Households_tables_and_figures_FINAL.xlsx

