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West of England 
housing associations 
Housing the Combined Authority area

The West of England is an amazing place to live. But for too many 
people in the area, housing remains a significant challenge. 
A long-term undersupply of new homes has led to spiralling costs 
for rent and ownership. The chasm between average annual salary 
and house prices in the Combined Authority area means that home 
ownership is an unrealistic proposition for many. Meeting the 
housing challenge is key to the long-term social and economic 
prosperity of the sub-region. 
Housing associations are key partners who want to work with you 
to solve the local housing crisis – building homes, investing in 
communities and housing the region.

A BROKEN HOUSING MARKET

The West of England 
Combined Authority area has 
some of the highest average 
private rents in the South 
West of England.
In South Gloucestershire, 
the average monthly rent is 
£929, in Bristol it is £1,025 
while in Bath and North East 
Somerset it is £1,190.

The average house price in the 
West of England Combined Authority 
area is £303,578, while average 
earnings are £26,980. 
This means that house prices are 
11.25 times average earnings.

There was a housing 
shortfall of 5,057 in the 
Combined Authority 
area between 2012-16.
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BUILDING THE HOMES THAT WE NEED

HOUSING THE REGION

In the next three years, housing 
associations in the West of England 
Combined Authority area are planning to 
spend more than £1.1bn on development 
projects, building 6,778 new homes in 
the process.

Housing associations in the area 
have the additional capacity to 
spend £257m on building in the next 
three years, the equivalent of 1,840 
new homes.

For every £1 of 
Government 
investment, housing 
associations invest £6 
of their own money.

Housing associations 
house an estimated 
10% of all households 
in the West of England.

£869m

Housing associations in this 
area own 37,500 homes.

ECONOMIC DRIVERS

The day-to-day management of homes owned by 
housing associations in this area adds an estimated 
£71.5m Gross Value to the local economy annually, 
and supports an estimated 1,652 FTE jobs.

Housing associations in 
the area have a combined 
turnover in excess of 
£869m, making a 
significant contribution to 
the local economy.
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Sources 
• Home and Communities Agency, Statistical Data Return.
• Office for National Statistics, Mean price paid for administrative geographies – 
 HPSSA Dataset 12 June 2017 data.
•  Office for National Statistics, Annual Survey of Hours and Earnings.
•  NHF Home Truths 2017/18, Town and Country Planning Association household projections;
 Ministry for Housing.

•  Communities and Local Government (MHCLG) table 253 and Federation own analysis.
•  Centre for Economics and Business Research, Local Economic Calculator.
•  2017 NHF survey of members 2018.
•  Office for National Statistics, Population estimates for UK, England and Wales, 
 Scotland and Northern Ireland: mid-2016.


