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HOW IS THE 
COURSE  
STRUCTURED?
A reformed specification for Film Studies is due to 
commence in 2017/18. You will be asked to complete 
a coursework component, worth 30%, and two 
examined components, each worth 35%.

Component A: American and British Film
An examination testing your knowledge and 
understanding of six films: one ‘Classical Hollywood’ 
production; two American films made between 1961 
and 1990; one contemporary American independent 
film and two British films, one made between 1930 
and 1960, and one more recent.

Films studied for this component could include:  
Casablanca, Vertigo, Blade Runner, Django Unchained, 
Inception, Boyhood, The Third Man, and The Constant 
Gardener.
Component B: Varieties of Film
An examination testing your knowledge and 
understanding of five feature length films and one 
short film collection, including: two films that serve as 
examples of different ‘movements’; one documentary 
film; two non-English language films; and a 
compilation of short films.

Films studied for this component could include: 
The Cabinet of Dr Caligari, The Scarecrow, Fallen 
Angels, Pan’s Labyrinth, House of Flying Daggers, 
Timbuktu and The Gunfighter (2014).

Component C: Production
A coursework project requiring the creation of a short 
film of 4 to 5 minutes in length and an evaluative 
analysis of between 1000 and 1500 words.

WHAT IS A LEVEL 
FILM STUDIES? 
It could be argued that film was the major art and 
cultural form of the twentieth century and it certainly 
remains a hugely significant presence in the new 
millennium. ‘Cineliteracy’ is something we have all 
developed since we took our first steps into the 
world of cinema, whether that was with something as 
humble as Disney’s The Jungle Book or as celebrated 
as Welles’ Citizen Kane. The A Level Film Studies 
course is designed to deepen your understanding of 
film by building on your enjoyment of the medium 
and encouraging you to look beyond the obvious and 
engage with the subtleties of moviemaking in a way 
that is beyond most casual cinemagoers.

WHAT ARE THE KEY 
SKILLS REQUIRED?
• A genuine interest in film and an inquisitive nature.
•  The ability to question decisions made by a 

director is important and you will be expected to 
use good note taking skills to help develop your 
understanding.

•  Essay writing is a key part of the course but a grasp 
of good essay technique is not a prerequisite and 
can be worked on.

•  It is important that you have enough imagination 
and creativity to see you through the filmmaking 

element of the 
course, where 
a good grasp 
of technology 
will also prove 
helpful!

‘Half Full’ by Matt Adams & Oscar Rowe
‘The Man with the Nagging Wife’ by  
Flo Heels, Katie Taylor & Kitty Corbett

‘Unfinished Business’ by Amani Day, Pip 
Dearlove, Crystal Li & Zof Moritz

‘Your Move’ by Francois Hildebrandt,  
Xav Hales, Hugo Sadler & Oliver Williams

‘Live Fully Now’ by Maria Tkachenko

‘Only Fools Fall’ by Jessica Watson

‘The Box’ by Harvey Sellers & Jack Smith



If you would like to discuss the A Level specifications and the options that the  
Film & Media Studies Department offer, please do not hesitate to contact  

Mr Mark Vickers, Head of Film & Media Studies 

 e mvickers@royalhospitalschool.org

HOW CAN YOU EXTEND YOUR STUDIES?
Film students are encouraged to enrich their Film Studies experience by involving 
themselves in the School’s television and film production project, RHStv, by attending 
regular film screenings, and by taking part in the School’s annual Film Festival held during 
Activities Week. There is also the opportunity to write film reviews for the School’s in-
house blog: The Bubble, and to enter a range of short film competitions.

WHAT DOES FILM STUDIES GO WITH?
Film Studies may begin and end with film but along the way we discuss everything from 
the pros and cons of immigration to the consumerist obsession of modern society. It is 
a wonderfully diverse experience. English Literature, English Language, History, Politics, 
Psychology, Languages and particularly Arts subjects all combine well with Film Studies. 
As do Design Technology and ICT for those of you interested in the technical side of the 
industry.

AND WHAT ABOUT AFTER A LEVELS?
In collaboration with other subjects, Film Studies can provide a strong base for 
progression to undergraduate studies in Film Criticism, Film History and Film & Television 
Productions as well as Humanities, Communication and Media Studies and Art. Beyond 
working in film itself, it relates to careers in journalism, research and the wider media, and 
film and media students have been shown to be amongst the most employable at the 
end of their degree course.

“PHOTOGRAPHY 
IS TRUTH.  
THE CINEMA IS 
TRUTH 24 TIMES PER 
SECOND.

“

– Jean-Luc Godard

“FILMMAKING IS 
A CHANCE TO LIVE 
MANY LIFETIMES

“

– Robert Altman


