
MUSIC
TECHNOLOGY



1:  Recording and production techniques for both 
corrective and creative purposes

•  The use of recording and mixing techniques to 
capture, edit and produce a recording.

•  The use of sound creation and manipulation 
techniques to create, edit and structure a 
technology-based composition.

•  The capture, arrangement of sounds and 
mixing and mastering techniques that 
have been used on a series of unfamiliar 
commercially available recordings. 

•  The use of sound creation and processing 
techniques to correct and mix a recording.

2: Principles of sound and audio technology
•  The knowledge and understanding of the 

principles of sound and of audio technology 
in relation to unfamiliar commercially available 
recordings provided in the exam. 

•  The knowledge and understanding of the 
principles of sound and of audio technology 
in relation to theoretical and practical contexts 
provided in the exam.

3:  The development of recording and production 
technology

•  The knowledge and understanding of the 
history and development of recording and 
production technology from current digital 
technologies back to the birth of multi-track 
recording technologies back to the mono, 
analogue recordings in the 1930s.

Coursework / examinations have also changed 
to be divided into four components. 

 A Level
Component 1: Recording (20%)
•  Produce a mutli-track recording chosen from 

a list of 10 songs provided, consisting of a 

minimum of five compulsory instruments and 
two additional instruments. Keyboard tracks 
may be sequenced and must be between 3 
and 3.5 mins.  

Component 2: Technology-based composition 
(20%) 
•  Create one technology-based composition 

chosen from three briefs. Synthesis and 
sampling/audio manipulation and creative 
effects use must be included and the 
composition must be 3 mins.   

Component 3: Listening and Analysing (25%) 
•  1.5hr written examination testing your 

knowledge and understanding of recording 
and production techniques and principles, in 
the context of a series of unfamiliar commercial 
recordings supplied.

Application of knowledge related to all three 
areas of study:

•  Recording and production techniques for both 
corrective and creative purposes

•  Principles of sound and audio technology 
•  The development of recording and production 

technology

Component 4: Producing and analysing (35%)
•  2.25hr practical/written examination that will 

test your knowledge and understanding of 
editing, mixing and production techniques, to 
be applied to unfamiliar materials provided.

Application of knowledge related to two of the 
areas of study: 

•  Recording and production techniques for both 
corrective and creative purposes

•  Principles of sound and audio technology

WHAT IS MUSIC TECHNOLOGY?
Are you...

 1. keen to create and record music?
 2. interested about the way popular musical style has evolved?
 3. someone who enjoys listening to music?
 4. fascinated to learn about the development of music technology?

If yes, then the A Level Music Technology course is for you! Where else can you experiment with 
recording equipment and computer technology, arrange and compose music, and learn about 
popular music, from rock ‘n’ roll to reggae, heavy rock to hip hop?

Music Technology covers all aspects of creative studio work including stereo ambient recording, 
multi-track recording, electro-acoustic music, arranging, studio engineering, producing and 
composition for film. The aim of the department is to foster creativity and skill in the use of the latest 
technology and to equip pupils with up-to-date knowledge for their future work in the studio-music 
environment. Music Technology is taught at A Level following the Edexcel specification.

WHAT DOES THE COURSE  
CONSIST OF?
If you choose to study A Level Music Technology, you will follow the Edexcel specification. The 
course covers three areas of study:

HOW IS MUSIC TECHNOLOGY 
TAUGHT AT RHS?
If you choose A Level Music Technology at the Royal Hospital School you will be able to take full 
advantage of the fantastic new music facilities and resources. The music technology facilities include 
a new analogue recording studio, an editing studio and a computer music suite running Logic Pro 
X and Steinberg software. In addition, high quality recording equipment installed in the concert hall 
enables every internal concert to be recorded, and a mobile recording unit is available for work in 
other locations both in and outside the School.

Reformed A Level
Music Technology is now a reformed A Level. You will submit all of your work for assessment at the 
end of the second year (Year 13).



If you would like to discuss the A Level specifications and the options that the  
Music Department offer, please do not hesitate to contact the Music School. 

 e music@royalhospitalschool.org

WHICH WEBSITES ARE USEFUL TO 
LOOK AT?
There are many websites which provide supporting information about A Level Music Technology. 
The most specific website for the course we offer is Edexcel’s, where you will find a student’s guide, 
course specifications, and examiner’s reports.

WHAT MIGHT THE SUBJECT LEAD 
ON TO?
The A Level Music Technology course provides an excellent basis for lifelong learning. There 
are many opportunities in Higher Education, and many career possibilities for those proficient 
in handling music technology. GCE Music Technology has been widely accepted by Higher 
Education providers and an A Level in Music Technology will continue to provide valuable 
experience and preparation for pupils aiming for further study in the subject. Study in Music 
Technology could lead to careers in the record industry, sound engineering, record producing, and 
music education.


