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INTRODUCTION
This Key Stage 4 Curriculum Guide gives detailed information about the range of GCSE courses 
which are offered at RHS. Under the headings of the various subjects, you will find such information 
as the nature of the controlled assessment requirements, the topics covered at different stages and the 
examination specifications being followed. 

KS4 is obviously a highly important stage in the educational development of any pupil. GCSE results provide 
some of the most important information for university admissions tutors and are regarded as the best predictors 
of further academic achievement. From each pupil’s point of view, a broad and balanced range of subjects with 
the highest grades possible can be a great help in being accepted onto a selected higher education course. 

All pupils in Year 10 and 11 follow a combination of GCSEs taken both from the core curriculum and also from a 
range of options. English, Mathematics and Science, as well as either a modern or classical language (chosen from 
German, Spanish, French and Latin) form the compulsory core. Most pupils will take both English Language and 
English Literature, although a small number of pupils will take a combined English course. In addition, most pupils 
are required to choose a further three subjects from a wide range of options. 

ENGLISH AS AN ADDITIONAL LANGUAGE
All pupils will do mainstream English, receiving any support necessary from the EAL Department. A decision will 
be made as to whether they will take either English GCSE or IGCSE for English as a Second Language. Those 
overseas pupils without another Modern Foreign Language will receive EAL support in those periods. If deemed 
necessary, pupils will be withdrawn for selected classes to give them extra language support for difficult areas of 
the curriculum.

LANGUAGES
Pupils can choose French, German, Spanish or Latin as their core language. Pupils are able to choose to study 
two languages at GCSE if they opt for French, German, Spanish or Latin in the core and then select French or 
Spanish as one of their options.

SCIENCE
All pupils will study either double award science or the three separate sciences (Physics, Chemistry, and Biology). 
Those opting to study the separate sciences will study two of them in the core and will study the third science as 
one of their four options.

HUMANITIES 
All pupils are encouraged to opt for at least one of the Humanities: Geography, History, Classical Civilisation and 
Religious Studies.

CREATIVE, APPLIED AND PRACTICAL SUBJECTS
To gain a balance of subjects, it is recommended that pupils also opt for at least one creative, applied or practical 
GCSE subject. RHS offers Art, Business Studies, Design Technology, Drama, Media Studies, Music and 
(academic) PE.

MR ANDREW WYNN 

HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL
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MR ANDREW WYNN 

HEAD OF MIDDLE SCHOOL

EUROPEAN COMPUTER DRIVING LICENCE (ECDL)
It is recognised that, for a considerable number of pupils, three GCSE options is more than sufficient as this 
gives each pupil nine GCSEs with sufficient study time to achieve the best results. Nine very good grades are 
preferable to ten less good ones. We would encourage these pupils over the two years to study a practical ICT 
course along with recreational PE. The workload for the European Computer Driving Licence (ECDL) is not the 
same as for a tenth GCSE. The most able pupils will be best suited to taking ten GCSEs.

EXAMINATION BOARDS
OCR    http: /  / www.ocr.org.uk 
Edexcel   http: /  / www.edexcel.com 
AQA    http: /  / web.aqa.org.uk 
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ENGLISH &  
ENGLISH LITERATURE

As of September 2015, GCSE English Language and Literature has changed. Both GCSEs will be sat at the  
end of the two years in 4 examinations. There will be no teacher assessed work taken as part of the course and 
only the examinations will count towards a final GCSE grade. The final grade will be reported as a number from 
1-9 with 9 as the highest grade. 

All of our pupils will be entered, in the first instance, for both English Literature and English Language GCSE. A 
further change will mean that either the Language or Literature GCSE will provide evidence to employers and 
further education providers of  having studied English to a satisfactory level:

Pupils will be expected to 

• Study a range of high quality fiction and non-fiction texts
• Study a range of poetry from the Romantic period to the present day
• Study a complete 19th Century novel
• Study a complete Shakespeare play
• Study modern drama and prose written in the British Isles

Our chosen curriculum is that provided by AQA and will include all of these elements along with opportunities to 
write creatively and improve on close-reading and analytical skills first introduced at KS3.

AQA issue a list of set texts from which individual teachers may select the most appropriate texts for their class. 
This year’s current program of study includes:

• An Inspector Calls by J.B. Priestley
• Dr Jekyll and Mr Hyde by R.L. Stevenson 
• Macbeth by William Shakespeare 
• Power and Conflict poetry anthology supplied by AQA

MS JENNIFER STONE 

HEAD OF ENGLISH

MR GRAEME MEARS 

HEAD OF MATHEMATICS

MATHEMATICS
AIMS OF THE COURSE 
The course follows the same format as is now established in Years 7 – 9.

Master - Pupils are helped to master fundamental knowledge and skills over a series of lessons.
Check -  Before moving on with the rest of the unit, they check their understanding in a short formative 

assessment, and give an indication of their confidence level in their Pupil Progression Chart.
Extend / Strengthen - They will extend/strengthen their learning as appropriate.
Test - Each unit is tested and results recorded in their Pupil Progression Chart.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF COURSE 
PUPILS STUDY THE FOLLOWING AREAS:

1. Number 
2. Algebra 
3. Ratio, proportion and rates of change

4. Geometry and measures 
5. Probability 
6. Statistics



MS JENNIFER STONE 

HEAD OF ENGLISH

MR GRAEME MEARS 

HEAD OF MATHEMATICS

CORE SCIENCE &  
ADDITIONAL SCIENCE

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The course encourages candidates to:

• develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, science;
• develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods;
• acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its essential role in society;
• acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to further learning;
• explain, theorise and model in science.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
Science A and Additional Science are independent GCSEs which contain Biology, Chemistry and Physics topics, 
taught by subject specialists.  Pupils will sit three one hour written examinations (one Biology, one Chemistry and 
one Physics paper) for each GCSE in the summer of Year 11 with these written papers being worth 75% in total.

Each GCSE has an Investigative Skills Assignment, set by the examination board but marked by the school, 
worth 25% of the marks. This will cover the following areas:

• Fundamental ideas
• Observation
• Designing an investigation
• Making measurements
• Presenting data
• Identifying patterns and relationships in data
• Societal aspects of scientific evidence
• Limitations of scientific evidence

SPECIFICATION 
All pupils are prepared for the GCSE Higher or Foundation Tier 
examinations set by Edexcel.  

SET TEXTS 
The department uses a range of materials but the Pearson Active 
learn online text books will be the main resource. 

CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT 
REQUIREMENTS 
There is no controlled assessment component to this course.

There are three terminal examinations of 1hr 30mins, each taken in May/June of Year 11. One paper is  
non-calculator the other two are calculator allowed.

MRS CATHERINE STEVENS 

HEAD OF SCIENCE
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THE SCIENCE A UNITS COVER THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:
Biology 1:  Keeping healthy; coordination and control; medicines and drugs; adaptation for survival; energy in 

biomass; reproduction, variation and new technology; evolution.

Chemistry 1:  Fundamental ideas; rocks and building materials; metals and their uses; crude oil and fuels; products 
from oil; plant oils; our changing planet.

Physics 1:  Energy transfer by heating; using energy; electrical energy; generating electricity; waves; 
electromagnetic waves.

THE ADDITIONAL SCIENCE UNITS COVER THE FOLLOWING TOPICS:
Biology 2:  Cells; organisms in the environment; enzymes; respiration; simple inheritance in plants and animals; old 

and new species.

Chemistry 2:  Structure and bonding; structure and properties; how much?; rates and energy; salts and 
electrolysis.

Physics 2:  Motion; forces; work, energy and momentum; current electricity; mains electricity; radioactivity; energy 
from the nucleus

In addition each unit has a component devoted to investigating how science works which forms the basis for the 
practical investigation.

SPECIFICATION 
AQA Science A (4405) 
AQA Additional Science (4408)

SET TEXTS
AQA Science A published by Nelson Thornes 
AQA Additional Science published by Nelson Thornes
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SEPARATE SCIENCES:  

MRS CATHERINE STEVENS 

HEAD OF SCIENCE

BIOLOGY, CHEMISTRY & PHYSICS
AIMS OF THE COURSES
The courses aim to encourage candidates to:

• develop their interest in, and enthusiasm for, science;
• develop a critical approach to scientific evidence and methods;
• acquire and apply skills, knowledge and understanding of how science works and its essential role in society;
• acquire scientific skills, knowledge and understanding necessary for progression to further learning;
• explain, theorise and model in science.

Note that these are the same as for the Science and Additional Science courses.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSES
Each science will cover the same content as the Science A and Additional Science GCSEs, but with additional 
material as detailed below. Each science is examined by three one hour written papers in the summer of Year 11, 
with these papers being worth 75% of the overall GCSE.

Each science GCSE also has an Investigative Skills Assignment, set by the examination board but marked by the 
school, worth 25% of the marks. This will cover the following areas:

• Fundamental ideas
• Observation
• Designing an investigation
• Making measurements
• Presenting data
• Identifying patterns and relationships in data
• Societal aspects of scientific evidence
• Limitations of scientific evidence

TOPICS COVERED FOR EACH GCSE ARE AS FOLLOWS:
BIOLOGY
Biology 1:  Keeping healthy; coordination and control; medicines and drugs; adaptation for survival; energy in 

biomass; reproduction, variation and new technology; evolution.

Biology 2:  Cells; organisms in the environment; enzymes; respiration; simple inheritance in plants and animals; old 
and new species.

Biology 3:  Exchange of materials; transporting materials; keeping internal conditions constant; how humans can 
affect the environment.

MRS CATHERINE 
STEVENS 

HEAD OF BIOLOGY

MS MARGARET  
EGAN-SMITH 

HEAD OF CHEMISTRY

MISS NICOLA ROUSE 
HEAD OF PHYSICS
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MODERN FOREIGN  
LANGUAGES:  

FRENCH, GERMAN & SPANISH

CHEMISTRY
Chemistry 1:  Fundamental ideas; rocks and building materials; metals and their uses; crude oil and fuels; products 

from oil; plant oils; our changing planet.

Chemistry 2:  Structure and bonding; structure and properties; how much?; rates and energy; salts and 
electrolysis.

Chemistry 3: The periodic table; water; energy calculations; analysis and synthesis; organic chemistry. 

PHYSICS
Physics 1:  Energy transfer by heating; using energy; electrical energy; generating electricity; waves; 

electromagnetic waves.

Physics 2:  Motion; forces; work, energy and momentum; current electricity; mains electricity; radioactivity; energy 
from the nucleus.

Physics 3:  Medical applications of physics; using physics to make things work; using magnetic fields to keep 
things moving.

MISS ALI WRIGHT 

HEAD OF LANGUAGES

SPECIFICATION 
AQA Biology (4401) 
AQA Chemistry (4402) 
AQA Physics (4403)

SET TEXTS
AQA Science GCSE Biology published by Nelson Thornes 
AQA Science GCSE Chemistry published by Nelson Thornes 
AQA Science GCSE Physics published by Nelson Thornes

AIMS OF THE COURSE
Our objective is to enable pupils of all abilities to develop their language skills to their full potential, and to equip 
them with the knowledge to communicate in a variety of contexts with confidence. We also aim to develop our 
pupils’ understanding of local culture and tradition in parts of the world where the target language is spoken.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
TOPIC AREAS COVERED

•  identity & culture (including relationships, modern technology, free-time activities, customs & festivals in the 
target language-speaking world)

•  local, national, international & global areas of interest (including home town & local area, social issues, global 
issues, travel & tourism)

•  current & future study & employment (including school studies, life at school or college, education post-16, 
jobs, career choices & ambitions)

MRS JANINE 
ROUTLEDGE 

HEAD OF FRENCH

MRS NICOLA MANN 
HEAD OF GERMAN

MR ROBERTO 
ENCINAS 

HEAD OF SPANISH
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MISS ALI WRIGHT 

HEAD OF LANGUAGES

GCSE candidates will be expected to have acquired knowledge and understanding of the target language’s 
grammar during their course. In the exam they will be required to apply their knowledge and understanding, 
appropriate to the relevant tier of entry. The grammar covered includes:

•  a core of basic & intermediate grammar, including present, past & future tenses
•  specific vocabulary relevant to topics listed above
•  multi-purpose lexical items & structures

The equally-weighted skills assessed in the reformed GCSE are:

•  listening (understanding & responding to different types of spoken language) - written exam at the end of 
the course: 35 minutes (Foundation Tier), 45 minutes (Higher Tier) – partly assessed in English & partly in the 
target language – 25% of the exam

•  speaking (communicating & interacting effectively in speech for a variety of purposes) – non-exam 
assessment towards the end of the course: 7–9 minutes (Foundation Tier) + preparation time, 10–12 minutes 
(Higher Tier) + preparation time – assessed wholly in the target language – 25% of the exam

•  reading (understanding & responding to different types of written language) - written exam at the end of the 
course: 45 minutes (Foundation Tier), 1 hour (Higher Tier) – partly assessed in English & partly in the target 
language + translation from the target language into English (a minimum of 35 words at Foundation Tier & 50 
words at Higher Tier) – 25% of the exam

•  writing (communicating effectively in writing for a variety of purposes) – written exam at the end of the 
course: 1 hour (Foundation Tier), 1 hour 15 minutes (Higher Tier) – assessed wholly in the target language + 
translation from English  into the target language (a minimum of 35 words at Foundation Tier & 50 words at 
Higher Tier) – 25% of the exam

No dictionaries are allowed for any part of the assessment. There is no controlled assessment or coursework 
element to the course: this is a linear subject.

SPECIFICATION 
This is more likely than not to be AQA – French (8658), German (8668) & Spanish (8698).

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
Each language is only available to pupils who have studied it at KS3. 

SET TEXTS
There are no set texts or materials. We use a selection of materials suited to the ability of pupils:

•  main course textbook(s) sometimes supplemented by workbooks or revision guides
• audio-visual resources
• our own teaching resources
• some authentic materials

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Many general study skills (e.g. good personal organisation) will be needed for pupils to fulfil their potential. 
Attitudes and study skills more specifically beneficial in MFL would include:

• commitment to, and skills for, the on-going learning of vocabulary and grammar
• a willingness and ability to participate effectively in pair, group or whole class oral work
• attention to detail in comprehension tasks and the checking of written work
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ART
AIMS OF THE COURSE

• to allow individual pupils to follow their own creative avenues in Art and Design;
•  to offer a wide range of Art and Design studio areas including painting and drawing, ceramics, sculpture, 

photography and textiles to allow pupils to develop their own strengths;
• to provide specialist subject teachers in all studio areas to offer expert guidance to pupils;
•  to support each pupil in reaching the highest possible creative standard in their individual choice of media and 

their own unique approach to Art and Design.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
Personal Portfolio: Two terms of practical art work in each pupil’s chosen medium.

Externally Set Assignment:  A controlled piece of practical work carried out over approximately two school 
days at the end of Year 11.

SPECIFICATION 
Edexcel: GCSE Art and Design (1AD01, 1FA01, 1TE01, 1PY01)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
An enthusiasm for Art and Design and a wish to be individually creative.

SET TEXTS
None.

NATURE OF CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT
Pupils will join the studio area of their choice and spend the first two terms being closely guided by their teacher 
through an introductory programme. They will learn about the creative possibilities of their chosen specialism and 
will be trained in the skills required to explore its boundaries. In the third term, pupils will carry out the first element 
of their Personal Portfolio following a carefully structured project in class. In the first term of Year 11 pupils will carry 
out structured work towards their trial examination. After it has been assessed, at the end of term, this work will 
then become the second element of their Personal Portfolio. In the Spring Term of Year 11 pupils will carry out 
preparatory work towards their Externally Set Assignment which they will sit at the start of the Summer Term. 
After the Assignment is completed the remainder of class time will be spent fine tuning the Personal Portfolio 
and the final exhibition.

MR GARRY RAVENHALL 

HEAD OF ART
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MR GARRY RAVENHALL 

HEAD OF ART

BUSINESS
AIMS OF THE COURSE
To achieve the best possible results in external examinations whilst addressing the spiritual, moral, ethical, social, 
cultural and other objectives set out in the specification; thus helping to prepare pupils to take their place in the 
Sixth Form at the Royal Hospital School.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The course is made up of three mandatory units. Two units are externally assessed and one unit is internally 
assessed and externally moderated. 

Each unit comprises discrete content: 

Unit A291:  Marketing and Enterprise  
Internally assessed and externally moderated (controlled assessment unit). 

Unit A292:  Business and People  
Externally assessed (unseen examination). 

Unit A293:  Production, Finance and the External Business Environment         
Externally assessed (examination based on pre-released case study stimulus material). 

SPECIFICATION
OCR GCSE in Business Studies (J253)

SET TEXTS
The core textbook is “OCR Business Studies for GCSE, 2nd Edition” (Hodder). In addition to the core text, 
pupils will be issued with a copy of “The A-Z Business Studies Handbook” (Hodder & Stoughton).

EXTENT OF PRACTICAL WORK
Practical work may be required for the controlled assessment unit. This may involve some fieldwork in the Ipswich 
area, carrying out a survey of public opinion.

MR LES THOMPSON 

HEAD OF BUSINESS
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CLASSICAL  
CIVILISATION

AIMS OF THE COURSE
Classical Civilisation is the study of Roman and Greek culture, focusing on literature, politics, archaeology and 
religion. It is a broad, cross-curricular subject and seeks to stretch pupils in a range of skills and disciplines.  There 
is no requirement to have studied Classical Civilisation previously in order to take the subject at GCSE. Total 
beginners to the classical world are encouraged and welcomed.

EXAM BOARD
The Classics Department follows the OCR GCSE course in Classical Civilisation, studying the following topics:

•  OCR Classical Civilisation GCSE (J280)
•  Unit A351 – City Life in the Classical World
•  Unit A352 – Epic and Myth
•  Unit A353 – Community Life in the Classical World
•  Unit A354 – Culture and Society in the Classical World

WHAT WILL I STUDY?
The course is designed to provide a broad curriculum, using a variety of skills and abilities. It encompasses the 
study of literature, the study of history and source analysis, the appreciation of religion and cultural norms, as well 
as archaeological techniques in the evaluation of the Greek and Roman worlds. The specific topics covered are as 
follows:

ANCIENT ATHENS
Pupils will look at the people of this ancient city and discover what made them tick. Pupils will look at religion 
and the worship of the major Olympian gods, the role of politicians and rulers, the importance of entertainment 
such as the theatre, as well as the way that daily family life worked for inhabitants of this influential city. Pupils will 
gain an understanding of early democracy and the importance of Athens in the development of the Western 
World. This is an exciting topic that allows pupils to see how empires flourished and how people lived their lives 
thousands of years ago.

 HOMER’S ODYSSEY
Pupils will study sections of Homer’s Odyssey, one of the earliest works of Western literature. Pupils will follow 
Odysseus on his journey through Books 5, 6, 7, 9, 10 & 12 of this classic text, charting his journey home from the 
Trojan War. On his way he encounters problems from monsters and gods to his own rebellious crew. This topic 
allows pupils to study the foundation of modern storytelling, as well as evaluate a complex and important piece of 
literature, studying Odysseus as a character and analysing his leadership.

 POMPEII
This topic asks pupils to play archaeological detective as they piece together life in the famous Campanian town 
of Pompeii. Pupils will study the 79AD eruption of Vesuvius and the excavations that followed and, using the 
evidence, look at aspects of life in the town of Pompeii, including entertainment, the baths, local politics, trade and 
religion. Rather than looking at literary sources, this topic encourages pupils to use other forms of evidence - from 
the ruins themselves to the fragments and casts left behind.

MR MATTHEW ROUTLEDGE 

HEAD OF CLASSICS
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 SOPHOCLES’ ANTIGONE (CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT)
This topic covers the famous play Antigone by the great tragedian Sophocles, and encourages pupils to develop 
their own thoughts and judgements on it. Pupils will produce a 2000-word, analysis-driven essay on the topic of 
the play, exploring themes such as duty, family, death and religion. Pupils will complete the controlled assessment 
in timetabled lessons, in examination conditions. 

HOW IS THE COURSE ASSESSED?
The GCSE is made up of four units, each of which is assessed at the end of Year 11. There are three examinations 
at the end of Year 11, and one controlled assessment which is completed during Year 11 in lesson time. Each unit 
makes up 25% of the overall GCSE mark and each examination is one hour long. 

WHO IS THIS SUBJECT FOR? WHY SHOULD I TAKE IT?
The short answer is anyone can take it! You do not have to have studied Classical Civilisation in Year 9 in order 
to take the subject at GCSE, as no prior study is required. You should, however, be prepared to study a subject 
that requires independent reading and study. The subject is one based around essay writing, and so pupils must 
be aware of the need to produce good written work. The subject is an academically demanding one, which uses a 
number of different skills, and so pupils need to be committed and possess a good work ethic.

If you feel that you are prepared to work hard, then that is all the department asks of you. You will have the 
opportunity to study a respected and broad subject, which complements Languages, Arts and the Sciences. If 
you have any further questions, please do not hesitate to get in touch with Mr Routledge, the Head of Classics.

MR OLIVER MILLINGTON 

HEAD OF DT

MR MATTHEW ROUTLEDGE 

HEAD OF CLASSICS

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY  
- FOOD PREPARATION AND 

NUTRITION 
AIMS OF THE COURSE
The course encourages pupils to develop an understanding of nutrition, food provenance and the working 
characteristics of ingredients. Pupils will develop practical cooking skills to give them a stronger understanding of 
nutrition. 

The skills and understanding are divided into five topics:

• Food nutrition and health
• Food science

• Food safety
• Food choice

• Food provenance

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE 
The course has two components which contribute an even 50% towards the final GCSE grade. The first 
component is a written examination paper which focuses on five topics as described above. This examination is 
1 hour and 45 minutes long. The second component is the non-exam assessment (NEA) which is split into the 
following two tasks.
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Task 1: Food investigation 
Pupils will write a report which will demonstrate their understanding of the working characteristics, functional and 
chemical properties of ingredients.

Task 2: Food preparation assessment 
Pupils will create a portfolio which will demonstrate their knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the 
planning, preparation, cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task.

Pupils will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single period of no more than three 
hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved.

SPECIFICATION
AQA GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition (8585)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no prior learning requirements. However, it would be very useful for pupils to have studied Food 
Technology as part of the National Curriculum of Design and Technology at Key Stage 3.

SET TEXTS
Pupils will be issued with a course book and revision guide.

NATURE OF NON-EXAM ASSESSMENT (NEA)
The NEA tasks will be completed in Year 11 under similar conditions to a controlled assessment. The exam board 
will release the theme for each of the NEA tasks on set dates. Once released, pupils will have a set amount 
of lesson time to complete the tasks. Intermediate deadlines will be set by their teachers and their progress 
monitored daily/weekly. As part of the second task pupils will have to complete a 3 hour practical session to create 
their final menu. This will take place under strict examination conditions and photographic evidence will be taken 
of their final outcome. The final marking of the NEA tasks is done by each individual teacher but is then internally 
standardised prior to the visit of the external moderator. 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Pupils will need to develop a wide vocabulary of subject-specific terminology. A positive and determined attitude 
in all aspects of the work is essential, as well as a passion and interest in food preparation.

DESIGN TECHNOLOGY  
– PRODUCT DESIGN

AIMS OF THE COURSE
The course encourages candidates to be inspired, moved and challenged by the real world of product design. 

They will:

•  be actively engaged in the process of design and technology to develop as independent learners;
•  make decisions, consider sustainability and combine skills with knowledge and understanding in order to 

design and make quality products;
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•  explore ways in which aesthetics, technical, economic, environmental and social dimensions interact to shape 
designing and making;

•  analyse existing products and produce practical solutions to needs, wants and opportunities, recognising their 
impact on quality of life;

•  develop decision making skills through individual and collaborative working;
•  understand that designing and making reflect and influence cultures and societies, and that products have an 

impact on lifestyle;
•  develop skills of creativity and critical analysis through making links between the principles of good design, 

existing solutions and technological knowledge.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The course has two components, one is a design and make project set in response 
to one of 15 themes set by  the examination board incorporating all the focus 
areas of graphics and resistant materials, the other is a common written paper of 
two hours. Pupils will select the focus area they wish to work in for the controlled 
assessment project, which will be undertaken from Lent Term of Year 10 to the 
end of the Michaelmas Term Year 11.

SPECIFICATION 
AQA GCSE Design & Technology: Product Design (4555)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
There are no prior learning requirements. However, it would be very useful for  
pupils to have studied the National Curriculum for Design and Technology  
at Key Stage 3.

SET TEXTS
Pupils will be issued with a course set book, revision guide, revision file as  
well as a focus area specific reference book where applicable.

NATURE OF THE CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT
The controlled assessment project will constitute 60% of the overall marks. It will be completed from the 
beginning of the Lent Term of Year 10 and completed by the end of the Michaelmas Term in Year 11. It will be a 
design, make, test and evaluate format of a prototype product in response to one of a number of themes set by 
the examination board. Intermediate stages / section deadlines will be set by their teachers and their progress 
monitored daily / weekly. The final marking of the project is done by each individual teacher but is then internally 
standardised prior to the visit of the external moderator.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Pupils will need to develop a wide vocabulary of subject specific terminology. They will also be engaged in the 
awareness, analysis and evaluation of the work of other pupils and other designers. A positive and determined 
attitude in all aspects of the work is essential, as is the personal connection / dimension to their selected project 
theme / title that should be reflected in their enjoyment and interest evident throughout the course. 
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DRAMA
AIMS OF THE COURSE

•  to develop creative and imaginative powers and the practical skills for communicating and expressing  
ideas, feelings and meanings in drama;

•  to develop the knowledge and understanding of drama within a social, cultural and historical context;
•  to develop an understanding of drama forms;
•  the development of investigative and analytical skills.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
We undertake a variety of practical work over the course, in a range of forms: mask, commedia, melodrama, 
script, and explore the work of such practitioners as Artaud, Berkoff, Stanislasvsky, etc. In Year 11, we make a 
piece of devised theatre and also work in smaller groups on extracts from scripts. These pieces are performed to 
audiences and make up 60% of the GCSE. Although all candidates will perform in at least one of these pieces, 
there are also opportunities to be assessed for lighting design and operation and other technical aspects.

The other 40% of the course is examined through a written examination. Candidates must write about a set text 
they will have studied over the course and they must also write about a performance seen on a trip arranged by 
the department.

SPECIFICATION
A final decision has not yet been made but AQA GCSE Drama (8261) will most likely be taken.

SET TEXTS
Performance texts are chosen at the discretion of the department to match the aptitudes of the performers. They 
range from classic plays by writers such as Arthur Miller and Pinter, to people at the cutting edge today such as 
Lucy Prebble, Polly Stenham, Mark Ravenhill and Simon Stephens. Theatre visits and workshops take place on a 
regular basis.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Enthusiasm, an aptitude for creative thinking, self-discipline and enjoyment of theatre / performing arts are the 
pre-requisites for the study of drama at GCSE. KS3 Drama in the lower school will have established a solid 
foundation from which to work at this next stage.

MR DAMON KERR 

HEAD OF DRAMA
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GEOGRAPHY
AIMS OF THE COURSE

•  To develop effective and independent learners, who are able to think critically and reflectively with an 
enquiring mind in a range of geographical contexts;

•  To develop pupils’ knowledge and understanding of geographical concepts in a contemporary changing 
world, including the development and resolution of issues;

•  To develop spatial awareness at different scales and an appreciation of the importance of location;
•  To develop an appreciation of the similarities and differences between people’s views of the world, its 

environments, societies and cultures, including values and attitudes, especially related to sustainability.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
There are three units.

Unit 1: Global Geographical Issues 
This unit covers the topics entitled Hazardous Earth, Development Dynamics and Challenges of an urbanising 
world. 1 hour 30 minute examination taken in summer of Year 11.

Unit 2: UK Geographical Issues 
This covers Coastal change and conflict, River processes and pressures and Dynamic cities. 1 hour 30 minute 
examination taken in summer of Year 11. This unit includes one physical fieldwork and one human fieldwork 
investigation linked to the above topics.

Unit 3: People and Environment Issues - Making Geographical Decisions 
This is an issues based unit with materials to analyse in the examination; 1 hour 30 minute examination taken in 
summer of Year 11. Topic focus; People and the biosphere, Forests under threat, Consuming energy resources.

SPECIFICATION
Edexcel B (1GB0) pending final decision.

SET TEXTS
There will be one text specifically designed for the specification and plenty of additional resources (such as Active 
Teach and Active Learn) to accompany this book.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
GCSE Geography is a broad subject highly relevant to today’s society. We thus expect our pupils to have 
enthusiasm and passion for the subject. In return, they can expect to learn about a vast range of ideas and 
concepts within geography in a range of different ways. Fieldwork is a compulsory element of our course and will 
be externally assessed through the unit 2 examination. Geography is a fantastic platform for learning which takes 
our pupils in many different and exciting directions in life.  

MISS HARRIET IZOD 

HEAD OF GEOGRAPHY

MR DAMON KERR 

HEAD OF DRAMA
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HISTORY
AIMS OF THE COURSE

•  to actively engage pupils in the process of historical enquiry to develop them as effective and independent 
learners, and as critical and reflective thinkers with enquiring minds;

•  to develop pupils’ knowledge and coherent understanding of selected periods, societies and aspects of 
history;

•  to develop pupils’ awareness of how the past has been represented, interpreted and accorded significance for 
different reasons and purposes;

•  to develop pupils’ abilities to ask relevant questions about the past and to investigate them critically using a 
range of sources in their historical context;

•  to enable pupils to organise and communicate their historical knowledge and understanding in creative and 
different ways and reach substantiated judgements;

•  to recognise that pupils’ historical knowledge, understanding and skills help them to understand the present 
and provide them with a basis for their role as responsible citizens, as well as allowing further study of history.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
Paper 1 (30%): Thematic study and historic environment: Medicine in Britain c.1250-present and The British 
Sector of the Western Front, 1914 – 18: injuries, treatment and the trenches

Paper 2 (40%): Period Study (Superpower Relations and the Cold War, 1941 – 91) and British Depth Study 
(Anglo-Saxon and Norman England, c1060 – 88 – to be confirmed)

Paper 3 (30%): Modern Depth Study: Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918 – 39

SPECIFICATION
Edexcel

SET TEXTS
Ben Walsh: Modern World History (Publisher: John Murray)

NATURE OF COURSEWORK
History is a reformed GCSE from September 2016 and no longer includes coursework or Controlled 
Assessment as part of the specification.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Pupils are encouraged to take an active interest in the world around them, in order to see the links that 
can be made between the periods they are studying and the world today. To that end, we expect pupils to 
read broadsheet newspapers on a regular basis, and to keep in touch with current affairs by watching news 
programmes. It is also recommended that pupils read the history periodicals that we have in school.

MS SAM NICHOLLS 

HEAD OF HISTORY
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MR MATTHEW ROUTLEDGE 

HEAD OF LATIN

LATIN
AIMS OF THE COURSE

•  to offer candidates the opportunity to study elements of the language, literature and culture of the Roman 
world; 

• to allow candidates to show their linguistic and grammatical knowledge;
• to allow them to show their understanding and appreciation of literature in the original language;
• to allow them to evaluate and respond to evidence of Roman civilisation. 

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The course leads to two translation papers. There is a defined vocabulary list for each of these translation papers. 

There are also two literature papers, one prose, one poetry, which test a pupil’s ability to translate and analyse real 
Latin written by real Roman authors. 

SPECIFICATION
OCR GCSE in Latin (J281)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
It is possible to study Latin without previous experience in Year 9. 

SET TEXTS
Selections from the Cambridge Latin Anthology for GCSE.

NATURE OF CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT
Controlled assessment does not form any part of Latin GCSE at RHS.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
Pupils need to learn and retain vocabulary, grammar and literature notes. This requires a good memory and a 
desire to work hard at a difficult subject.

OTHER COMMENTS
The units in these specifications are tiered. Candidates may combine units taken at different tiers when they 
certificate. 

Additionally, Unit A401 (translation paper) is available as a computer-based test as an alternative to a  
paper-based examination. 

MS SAM NICHOLLS 

HEAD OF HISTORY
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MEDIA STUDIES
AIMS OF THE COURSE

• to explore pupils’ inherent interest in film, television, music etc.;
• to offer candidates a chance to analyse a variety of media forms; 
• to deepen the pupils’ appreciation of how media products are created;
• to understand the techniques of persuasion that media products use;
• to understand the negative representations that can occur in the Media;
• to encourage candidates to be creative in developing a range of media products. 

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The early part of the course is based predominantly around controlled assessment and involves studying a variety 
of real world media products in depth, using the key concepts such as: Institution, Audience, Media Language 
and Representation. Once the products have been analysed, the candidates plan and create similar texts but for a 
different target audience. An evaluation of the process is then carried out. A final exam is taken at the end of Year 
11 and this tests candidates’ understanding of specific products within a media form; recent topics have included 
Television Crime Drama and The Music Press.

SPECIFICATION
AQA Media Studies (4810)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
A desire to carry out a lot of independent work and be creative is essential. The media is a very creative place but 
also saturated. Therefore, trying to create something new in it is tricky and takes a lot of determination. 

SET TEXTS
There are various areas we must study such as television and advertising or music videos but we are free to 
choose what to do within these. In the final year the examination topic is set for us by AQA; the exam for 2016 will 
be film-based. 

NATURE OF CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT
Controlled assessment takes up 60% of the GCSE with the examination taking the remaining 40%.

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS
A basic knowledge of computers is useful but not essential. More important is the desire to succeed and the will 
to keep working to improve.

MR MARK VICKERS 

HEAD OF MEDIA STUDIES
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MISS ALICE REIDY 

HEAD OF ACADEMIC MUSIC

MR MARK VICKERS 

HEAD OF MEDIA STUDIES

MUSIC
AIMS OF THE COURSE

•  Pupils have already gained many of the basic skills needed for this course in their music lessons over the  
last three years.

•  Pupils have been introduced to creating music of their own in class and this is developed on the GCSE 
course as they choose two topics for composition. For example, this could be a popular song and a dance 
track, a classical piece or some world music. There is a wide choice and it can be tailored to their individual 
musical interests and strengths.

•  Pupils have already listened to a variety of music in class and these skills are developed as they study some 
set pieces taken from contrasting Areas of Study (see below).

•  The GCSE course encourages all pupils to perform music of their own choosing and in any style, as a soloist 
and also in a group. To take this course, a pupil must be able to offer at least one instrument / or voice at 
Grade 3 level or above.

WHAT WILL A PUPIL LEARN?
Pupils will learn how:

• to improve their performing skills
• music is constructed from initial ideas through to the finished product
•  to analyse music in a variety of styles and discover the social and historical context in which music has been 

composed over the last 400 years or so.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
1 Performing: Pupils will be expected to play one solo piece and one ensemble piece.

2  Composing: Pupils will be expected to compose two contrasting pieces.

3  Listening & Appraising: Pupils will sit a 105 minute written and listening paper with questions on prescribed 
set works. Set works are from these four contrasting areas of study:

• Instrumental Music 1700-1820
• Vocal Music
• Music for Stage and Screen
• Fusions

SPECIFICATION
Edexcel (1MU0)

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS:
• To have experienced creating music of their own in class.
• To have listened to a variety of music in class.
•  To have enjoyed making music as an instrumentalist, vocalist or in a 

group.
•  Be at least Grade 3 standard on an instrument and prove that they 

are Grade 3 level in Theory (pupils will not need to have taken the 
exam but will be encouraged to attend Theory Club to get to the 
standard required).
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MRS SARAH WILLIAMS 

HEAD OF ACADEMIC PE

NATURE OF COURSEWORK:
Two contrasting compositions and two performances. 

ADDITIONAL REQUIREMENTS:
Pupils need to develop a high degree of musical literacy and competence in their chosen practical skill. 

ACADEMIC  
PHYSICAL EDUCATION

AIMS OF THE COURSE
•  Explore sport science by developing an understanding of how the mind and body works in relation to 

performance in physical activity.
•  Identify ways to develop and maintain a healthy and active lifestyle through participation in physical activity.
•  Develop knowledge and practical skills in a range of physical activities.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
Theory Component 1: Physical Factors Affecting Performance 
Learners will start to explore the way in which the parts of the human body work and function during physical 
activity and physiological adaptations that can occur due to diet and training. They will also develop their 
knowledge and understanding of the principles of training, why we train in different ways and how training plans 
can be made to optimise results.

Theory Component 2: Socio-cultural issues and Sports Psychology 
Learners will develop their knowledge and understanding of sports psychology theories related to acquiring 
movement skills and optimising performance. Learners will be able to reflect on their own learning and 
performance of physical activities and sports skills to recognise the key psychological concepts affecting 
performance.

Component 3: Performance within Physical Education 
Learners will be required to undertake two parts within this component:

Part 1: Performance of a sport or activity from the approved list (see in department).

Part 2:  Performance analysis of a sport or activity from the approved list. This does not have to be the same sport 
or activity that was undertaken in part one, although it can be.

SPECIFICATION
OCR Exam board - GCSE (9-1) Physical Education

Please note that only 30% of the course is practical weighting and the remainder is theory content and analysis 
skills.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS
• Represent the School in at least two sports.
• A discussion with PE department as to the suitability of the course in relation to physical ability
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RELIGIOUS STUDIES
AIMS OF THE COURSE
Religious Studies at GCSE involves a study of the great questions of life through the media of philosophy of 
religion and ethics, as well as an exploration of the key beliefs and practices of two major religions. Pupils will have 
the opportunity to investigate human relationships and the roles in society of men and women, the philosophical 
issues relating to the existence of God, the ethics of war and peace in relation to religion, and how best to make 
sense of religious plurality and non-religious approaches to life.

Pupils will not only acquire a rich knowledge and understanding of religion, philosophy and ethics but also develop 
their critical thinking skills and their powers of verbal explanation and persuasion. They will come face to face with 
opinions that differ from their own and they will be encouraged to learn how to negotiate these. At no stage will 
they be expected to exhibit a confessional approach: the course is as open to, and is as valid for, those who have 
no faith as it is for those who follow a religious tradition.

OUTLINE DESCRIPTION OF THE COURSE
The thrust of the reforms to the subject is that pupils must study two major world religions as well as explore 
some present-day issues from philosophical, ethical and religious perspectives. Specific details will vary depending 
on which specification is adopted by the department; this decision will be made when further details are revealed 
by the examination boards. 

SPECIFICATION
To be confirmed.

SET TEXTS
To be confirmed.

NATURE OF CONTROLLED ASSESSMENT
There is no controlled assessment requirement in Religious Studies.

OTHER COMMENTS
Religious Studies is thought-provoking, interesting and fun. Lessons are dominated by lively discussion and many 
past pupils will say that they have been enjoyable. The written work is straightforward and the department has an 
enviable record with its excellent results at GCSE.

MR DAVID HEATH 

HEAD OF RELIGIOUS STUDIES

MRS SARAH WILLIAMS 

HEAD OF ACADEMIC PE
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EUROPEAN COMPUTER  
DRIVING LICENCE (ECDL)

ECDL - European Computer Driving Licence is the internationally recognised qualification, which enables 
people to demonstrate their competence in computer skills. The ECDL - European Computer Driving Licence 
is designed specifically for those who wish to gain a benchmark qualification in computing using the most up to 
date Microsoft applications (Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Access, Microsoft PowerPoint). It will 
enable them to develop their IT skills and enhance their career prospects. 

PRE-REQUISITES
The requirement for the ECDL is a basic working knowledge of computers.

ASSESSMENT 
With the ECDL - European Computer Driving Licence course, pupils take an online examination at the end of 
each module.

ECDL (7 UNIT)
IT user fundamentals:  IT user fundamentals builds the learner’s confidence by teaching basic interaction with 

computers, from start-up, to productive use and basic computer housekeeping.

Using email and the internet:  This unit helps the learner understand how to use internet and email in a safe and 
secure way. It explains key terms and builds knowledge of the fundamentals of 
computer security and use of the internet and email.

Security for IT users:  The security for IT users unit provides the learner with an essential understanding of how 
to use a computer in a safe and secure manner, protecting their own data as well as that of 
other users.

Word processing:  This unit develops the learner’s ability to create word-processed documents: entering text, 
editing and formatting work, and using graphs, tables and pictures for a professional finish. 
The learner will also understand how to work more effectively using tools such as the  
spell-checker and mail merge.

Spreadsheet software:  This ECDL unit helps learners to develop a working knowledge of spreadsheets, from 
entering data and formatting worksheets, through to creating charts and producing high-
quality documents.

Presentation software:  The presentation software unit introduces the learner to this important means of 
business communication. Upon completion, learners will be capable of producing high-
quality presentations using a variety of tools, including charts, graphs and drawn objects.

Database software:  This unit enables learners to understand some of the main concepts of databases and 
demonstrate the ability to use a database application. This includes creating and modifying 
tables, queries, forms, reports, and preparing outputs ready for distribution, as well as 
learning to relate tables and retrieve and manipulate information from a database by using 
query and sort tools.

MR PIET DU TOIT 

HEAD OF ICT



27

NOTES

MR PIET DU TOIT 

HEAD OF ICT
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