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TECHNICAL BRIEFING NOTESERVICE

GREAT CRESTED NEWT LOW IMPACT CLASS LICENCE

Where a site meets the criteria, the 
GCN LICL could lead to the following  
advantages:
• One form to complete with no 
 requirement to complete a Reasoned 
 Statement (planning information 
 should still be provided to the RC);

• Considerably faster turn-around 
 times from Natural England (c two to 
 three weeks, rather than six weeks);

• LICL may be an option for dealing 
 with unexpected ‘last minute’ GCN 
 discoveries (depending on the  
 particular site circumstances); and

• No need to undertake post- 
 construction monitoring, so no  
 ongoing fees and/ or responsibilities.
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Natural England (NE) has introduced an alternative form 
of licensing; the Great Crested Newt Low Impact Class  
Licence (GCN LICL). The LICL streamlines the  
application process, as a Registered Consultant (RC), of 
which there are only 75 in the country at present, takes on 
much of the assessment that NE currently carries out for 
a full European Protected Species (EPS) mitigation licence.   

When compared with the substantial amount of  
documentation to be provided by a developer for a full 
EPS licence application, plus at least a six week period of  
determination by NE, it is clear that the use of LICL can 
result in substantially reduced paperwork and time  
delays, thereby greatly reducing costs to developers. 

As this is a new licensing mechanism, the full range of  
scenarios which are potentially eligible under LICL are 
yet to be defined.  However, it is clear that LICL may be  
appropriate for a range of projects which result in  
short-term temporary impacts to GCN habitats, and small scale  
permanent impacts which result in minor habitat loss, where 
the land concerned is some distance from the nearest pond 
containing GCN. 


