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The project included 
drilling over 30 boreholes, 
undertaking a wide range of 
sampling, installing dipwells, 
and monitoring water quality 
parameters. 

Characterisation of sediments
Identification of preservation
Methodology for investigation
Designed management 
strategy for continued 
preservation

SLR was appointed by Cheshire Council 
with a grant from English Heritage 
(Historic England) to investigate the 
extent of exceptionally well preserved 
archaeological deposits within the 
historic centre of Nantwich. 

One of Cheshire’s historic salt-working 
towns, Nantwich was the most important 
settlement in the county apart from 
Chester until relatively modern times. 
Waterlogged conditions have prevented 
normal processes of decay, leading to 
preservation of organic remains up to 3m 
in depth and including timber structures 
of Roman, Saxon and medieval date. 

Although these deposits are of national 

and international importance, 
governmental policies and 
methodologies for continued 
protection of such significant 
archaeological resources are still 
in their infancy, and therefore this 
pioneering study has been a major 
step forward for future strategic 
thinking.
The project included collation and 
interpretation of existing information, 
drilling over 30 boreholes to retrieve 
sediment cores, undertaking a wide 
range of sampling and analysis 
to establish a baseline, installing 
dipwells, and monitoring water 
quality parameters and rainfall over 

a five year period. The results of this 
programme of work have been presented 
at three international conferences, and 
several academic and online publications 
exist.

In addition SLR designed an 
archaeological management 
strategy which has been written as a 
Supplementary Planning Document and 
has been approved by Cheshire East 
Council for their Local Plan. This advises 
developers and urban planners on the 
importance of sustainable urban drainage 
including permeable surfaces, so that 
rainwater can trickle down through the 
sediments.
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SLR was awarded this project on the 
basis of a design competition and 
the team it put together, and on the 
detailed knowledge and experience 
of its archaeologists who enjoy a high 
reputation within the profession for both 
archaeological fieldwork and heritage 
management. SLR is a Registered 
Organisation with the Chartered Institute 
for Archaeologists. 

SERVICES PROVIDED

STRATEGIC MANAGEMENT FOR WATERLOGGED ARCHAEOLOGICAL REMAINS

• Characterisation of physical and 
chemical nature of sediments 
preserving ancient organic remains

• Identification of the extent and 
variability of preservation beneath the 
historic core and conservation area

• Interpretation of the reasons for the 
development of waterlogged deposits

• Interpretation of the contributing 
factors that have allowed preservation 
to continue

• Development of a best practice 
methodology for investigation and 
monitoring of urban waterlogged 
deposits, adopted by Historic England 
as a case study and model for others 
to follow

      “SLR designed an archaeological 
management strategy which has been 
approved by Cheshire East Council.”

• Design of a management strategy 
for continued preservation, 
balancing the need for economic 
development whilst trying to 
change the mind-set of spatial 
planners, developers and 
infrastructure to introduce 
measures for sustainable 
urban drainage, so that the 
archaeological deposits continue 
to be waterlogged, preserving 
them and preventing subsidence 
to the timber-frame and 
Georgian built heritage within the 
Conservation Area


