
My Big Fat Belly Dance
Friday 7:00pm - 9:30pm

Set against a visual backdrop of belly-danc-
ing clips from the ‘golden age’ of Egyptian 
cinema, this is belly dance as you have 
never seen it before! 

Part performance and part workshop My Big 
Fat Belly Dance will culminate in a dance-off 
for both men and women.

Come watch, and learn how to shake, undu-
late and ululate.
£5 entry

Domestic Tourism II
Friday 10:00pm - 11:00pm

Exclusively utilising footage from other 
Egyptian films that use the pyramids as 
backdrop, Domestic Tourism II explores the 
ways in which these iconic historical 
monuments can be re-appropriated from the monuments can be re-appropriated from the 
‘timelessness’ of the tourist postcard and 
re-inscribed into the complex political, 
social, and historical moment in urban 
narratives.

[Dir. Maha Maamoun. Egypt. 2009. 
Arabic/English subtitles. 62 mins.]
£Free entry£Free entry

Puppets of the Imagination
Saturday 11:00am - 2:00pm

Award-winning Lebanese-Syrian storyteller 
Alia Alzougbi and Brighton-based artist 
Hannah Chapman present a magical 
performance of one of the most enticing performance of one of the most enticing 
tales from the Arabian Nights. 

Deft shadow puppetry inspired by Lotte 
Reiniger’s 1926 feature-length animation 
The Adventures of Prince Achmed will 
accompany the authenticaccompany the authentic Arabian story- 
weaving tradition of the hakawati. This oral 
tradition is being kept alive by a handful of 
storytellers from the Arab world. This is your 
chance to see it in action. Participants will 
also invent story cycles and make shadow 
puppets. 
Suitable for ages 5 and above.Suitable for ages 5 and above.
£5 (Parents come for free)

The Turbans / 
Simo La Gnawi 
featuring New Dream Machine Project
Saturday 3:00pm - 6:30pm

AA travelling collective of musicians from 
around the world playing various genres, 
The Turbans present their classical, jazz, 
Middle Eastern, Balkan folk and Celtic 
experience fused into something like a cloth 
wrapped around your head! 
 
British-Moroccan musician and exponent of British-Moroccan musician and exponent of 
the sacred gnawa genre of North African 
music, Simo LaGnawi fuses African 
drumming, blues, reggae and trip-hop.

The New Dream Machine project is Shezad 
Dawood’s 15-minute video installation which 
explores Sufi philosophy and the 
hallucinatory action of light inspired by Brion hallucinatory action of light inspired by Brion 
Gysin’s kinetic light sculpture.
£8 entry

The Silences of the Palace / 
Planet of the Arabs 
introduced by Dr Dora Carpenter-Latiri
Saturday 8:00pm - 10:30pm

A masterpiece of Tunisian cinema, The 
Silences of the Palace is a portrait of life Silences of the Palace is a portrait of life 
inside the royal palace during the last days 
of French colonial rule. 
[Dir. Moufida Tlatli. Tunisia. 1994. 
Arabic/English subtitles. 128 mins.]
 
Planet of thePlanet of the Arabs is a Sundance Official 
Selection winning  trailer-esque montage of 
Hollywood’s relentless vilification and dehu-
manisation of Arabs and Muslims. 
[Dir. Jackie Salloum. USA. 2005. 
English. 9 mins.]

Dr Dora Carpenter-Latiri’s work deals with 
language and intercultural issues, migration, 
representations of minorities in film and 
literary production.
£3 entry

The Adventures of 
Prince Achmed
Sunday 11:00am - 12:15pm

TheThe Adventures of Prince Achmed is the 
oldest surviving feature-length animation in 
cinema history. This pioneering silhouette 
film is based on tales from The Arabian 
Nights and still stands as one of the great 
classics of animation. With the assistance of 
Aladdin, the Witch of the Fiery Mountain and 
the Enchanted Horse, Princethe Enchanted Horse, Prince Achmed 
reclaims the magic lamp and defeats the 
African sorcerer. 

[Dir. Lotte Reiniger/Carl Koch. Germany. 
1926. Silent animation with score. 66 mins.]
£Free entry

Featured Artists

Susan Diab is a senior lecturer in Critical 
Fine Art Practice at the University of 
Brighton. Her featured piece Oh, I do 
like to be beside the seaside was first 
shown at the HSL Furniture Shop in 
St. Leonards-on-Sea and was selected in St. Leonards-on-Sea and was selected in 
2007 to play simultaneously in six public 
galleries in Southampton and Sunderland 
for 'North and South'.

Shezad Dawood’s works have been 
exhibited in numerous solo and group exhibited in numerous solo and group 
shows in the UK all over the world. He 
was one of the recipients of the 2011 
Abraaj Capital Art Prize. As well as his 
artistic work, Dawood is also Senior 
Lecturer and Research Fellow in 
Experimental Media at the 
University of University of Westminster.

Ein Shams
Sunday 12:30pm - 2:00pm 

Through the eyes of an 11-year-old girl 
living in one of Cairo’s poorest 
neighbourhoods, Ein Shams captures the neighbourhoods, Ein Shams captures the 
sadness and magic that envelops everyday 
life in Egypt. 

The film was first screened in Cairo in 2009 
– as a foreign film – after a two-year battle 
with Egyptian censors. 

Winner of the GoldenWinner of the Golden Tauro at the Taormina 
Film Festival and the Golden Hawk award at 
the Rotterdam Festival. 

[Dir. Ibrahim El-Battout. Egypt. 2008. 
Arabic/English subtitles. 90 mins.]
£Free entry

A Silent Cinema/Sunflowers
Introduced by Malu Halasa
Sunday 2:30pm - 4:00pm

Writer, journalist and co-curator of Culture in 
Defiance, an exhibition that examined 
traditions of satire, art and the struggle for 
freedom in Syria Malu Halasa introduces freedom in Syria Malu Halasa introduces 
A Silent Cinema and Sunflowers.
 
A Silent Cinema is a courageous short 
documentary on filmmaking in Syria. Upon documentary on filmmaking in Syria. Upon 
graduating from a film studies programme in 
Paris, Meyar Al-Rumi returns to his native 
Damascus eager to make films. 
[Dir. Meyar Al-Roumi. 
Syria/France. 2001. 29 mins.]
 
Sunflowers is a short documentary about Sunflowers is a short documentary about 
the ongoing siege of Homs directed by a 
young woman whose identity remains 
anonymous to protect her from reprisals. 
[Dir. Anonymous. Syria. 2012. 20 mins.]
£Free entry

Hawi
Sunday 4pm - 6pm

Winner of the Gold ‘Aleph’ for Best Middle 
Eastern Feature Film and Best Screenplay 
at the 2011 Beirut International Film Festi-
val, Film Critics’ Award at the 2011 Rabat 
International Film Festival and Best Arab 
Film at the 2012 Doha Tribeca Film Festival, 
this outstanding film concludes our double 
bill of one of the most celebrated directors 
of independent film in the Arab world. 

Shot without a script and starring a 
non-professional cast, Hawi follows the 
journey ofjourney of Youssef, a prisoner released 
after five years of solitary confinement. With 
a number of interrelated subplots, the film is 
an organic study of pre-Mubarak Alexandria. 

[Dir. Ibrahim El-Battout. Egypt. 2010. 
Arabic/English subtitles. 112 mins.]
£Free entry

DJ CousCous
Sunday 6:00pm - 7:30pm

‘Purveyor of extroadinary sounds’, 
DJ CousCous transports audiences back 
in time and into the future with his blend of in time and into the future with his blend of 
raw, funk-filled bass lines, roots music from 
across the Arab world and rude electro 
beats and breaks. 

With residencies at LondonWith residencies at London’s Lockside 
Lounge, Mango Landin’, Hootanany and 
Coco Bamboo, this in-demand maestro is 
no stranger to making dance floors shake 
with his souk sound!
£Free entry

THE FAR PAVILION
Friday 5th - Sunday 7th October

The Far Pavilion is BrightonThe Far Pavilion is Brighton’s first ever 
festival of Arabic arts and cultures, featur-
ing everything from Friday evening’s Big 
Fat Belly Dance to the music of festival 
legends the Turbans on Saturday after-
noon and the best that Arab cinema has to 
offer all day on Sunday.

Built for the Prince Regent, the Royal 
Pavilion is the embodiment of the ‘Orient’ 
of his fantasies, an all-encompassing pas-
tiche of vastly different cultures. Situated 
here, The Far Pavilion invites you revel in 
this representation of Europe’s ‘Other’. 
The event takes its inspiration from 
the 1980’s HBO mini-series ‘The Far 
Pavilions’, in which Egyptian and British 
actors are cast as ‘native’ characters in an 
India on the brink of revolution from the 
Britsh Raj. Here we look at the cultural 
context for another clysmic shift - 
thethe Arab Spring.  

From the inferred attack on autocratic rule 
of The Silences of the Palace to the theme 
of resistance within 1001 Nights on which 
the Puppets of the Imagination workshop 
is based, we explore the role the arts has 
played in making acts of resistance 
accessible to ordinary citizens, accessible to ordinary citizens, 
 


