
ADDITIONAL WORKS





Vista is Alison’s sixth exhibition at The Scottish 
Gallery and is a dramatic return with a freshly 
invigorated palette and new inspiration.  Her 
love of the landscape shines through in both new 
pastels and her encaustic painting, and she captures 
the rich colours of the earth and the contours of 
the land from both a conventional and an aerial 
perspective. 

In 1995, whilst studying at the Edinburgh College 
of Art under the tuition of Victoria Crowe, Alison 
first experimented in mixing wax and paint to 
create heavily impastoed textures and painterly 
surfaces.  The mastery of technique in allowing 
the wax to flow and evolve has been honed and 
developed in these recent works; excavating 
and melting the layers of the painting to reveal 
multiple layers of melded colours, to capture earth 
contours, rock strata and impressions of the land 
in its elemental state. 

Inspiration for this new show comes from a variety 
of sources and viewpoints. East Lothian’s coastline, 
at John Muir Country Park and Tyninghame 
beach, are favourite haunts for Alison to sketch the 
shore; providing ever changing inspiration.   A trip 
in a four seater plane over the Lothians with her 
camera in hand, provided her with the bird’s eye 
view she incorporates into her work. The rolling 
hills of the Pentlands, the Lammermuirs and the 
estuaries flowing into the Firth of Forth are given a 
dramatic new twist when viewed from above, have 
led to many sketches and are inspiration for future 
oil paintings.  The picturesque landscape of the 
Scottish Borders and Highlands also appear in this 
collection of work, bringing a full range of seasons 
and elements.

She considers herself fortunate to live in Scotland 
with its beautiful scenic landscape and shores 
but is always keen to explore other subjects 
with a more diverse and contrasting terrain. 
She has travelled in Arizona and painted the 
Grand Canyon and the lush Hawaiian Islands 
after being awarded the Alexander Graham 
Munro Travel Award from the Royal Scottish 
Watercolour Society in 2004.  A recent trip to the 
Canary Islands introduced her to a barren and 
hostile volcanic landscape which is recreated in 
her pastel drawings depicting the black volcanic 
rock contrasting against the stunning blue ocean 
and dramatic sunsets she experienced during 
her visit.

Alison prefers to leave the interpretation of 
her paintings up to the individual, saying ‘my 
subjects are only occasionally topographical as 
they are more about stimulating the eye through 
colours and textures and creating an impression 
of the landscape than they are about a particular 
location’. 

Alison lives in Edinburgh and has been working 
in WASPS studios since graduating from 
Edinburgh College of Art after completing a 
Masters Degree in Painting in 1998.  She has work 
in public collections including Anglo American, 
Bank of Scotland, the NHS Art Collection, 
Standard Life Insurance, Edinburgh College of 
Art and the University of Stirling.   Works are in 
private collections throughout Britain, Europe 
and the USA.



First Light, 2015
oil & wax on board, 61 x 61 cms
signed verso and inscribed with initials lower right





Early Spring, 2015
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right

Land at Dusk, 2015 
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right



Across the Land, Summer, 2015
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right

Change of Season, 2015
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right



Into the Valley, 2015
oil & wax on board, 38 x 38 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right



Bright Day on the Beach, 2015
pastel, 16 x 23.5 cms
signed verso

Tidal Patterns, 2015 
pastel, 13 x 23 cms
signed verso



Rocky Coast, 2015 
charcoal pencil & pastel on paper, 15.5 x 23 cms
signed verso

Beyond the Trees, 2015 
charcoal pencil on paper, 15.5 x 23 cms
signed verso



From Scott’s View, 2015 
charcoal pencil on paper, 14.5 x 23 cms
signed verso

Tweedsmuir View, 2015
charcoal pencil on paper, 14.5 x 23 cms
signed verso



Autumn Shadows, 2015
oil & wax on board, 61 x 61 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right





Late November, 2015
oil & wax on board, 20 x 25 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right

Silent Shore, 2015
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right



Nightfall, 2015
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms 
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right 



Bird’s Eye View, 2015
charcoal pencil on paper, 15.5 x 23 cms
signed verso

To the Sea, 2015
charcoal pencil on paper, 15 x 23 cms
signed verso



Low Tide, 2015
charcoal pencil on paper, 14.5 x 23 cms
signed verso

Shoreline, 2015
charcoal pencil on paper, 15.5 x 23 cms
signed verso



Land Formation, 2015
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right



Hilltop View II, 2015
pastel, 16 x 23 cms
signed verso

Bass Rock and Shore, 2015
pastel, 13.5 x 23 cms
signed verso



A Winter’s Day, 2015
oil & wax on board, 30.5 x 30.5 cms
signed verso and inscribed 
with initials lower right



Fading Light, 2015
pastel, 17 x 23 cms
signed verso

Forth Winds, 2015
pastel, 16 x 23 cms
signed verso



Aerial Vista, 2015
pastel, 13.5 x 23 cms
signed verso  



Evening Falls, 2015
pastel, 13.5 x 23 cms
signed verso





ALISON McGILL 
SELECTED BIOGRAPHY
Born  Edinburgh, 1974                           
Studied  1996 – 1998 Edinburgh College of Art – MFA in Painting
  1992 – 1996 Edinburgh College of Art – BA Hons in Drawing & Painting

SOLO EXHIBITIONS

September 2012  ‘Shifting Seasons’, The Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh
July 2011  30th Anniversary Lichfield Festival, Chapter House, Lichfield Cathedral 
April 2010  ‘Land, Sea and Sky’, The Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh
October 2007  New Paintings & Drawings, The Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh
March 2005  New Paintings & Drawings, The Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh
Oct/Nov. 2003  ‘Scottish Artists’, Castlegate House Gallery, Cockermouth, Cumbria
February 2003  New Paintings and Prints, The Scottish Gallery, Edinburgh
September 2001     Paintings and Prints, the Filmhouse Bar, Edinburgh

Has exhibited regularly in annual exhibitions at Aberdeen Art Gallery, RSW (Royal Scottish 
Watercolours Society), RGI (Royal Glasgow Institute), Paisley Art Institute, VAS (Visual Arts Scotland) and SSA 
(Scottish Society of Artists), RSA, Edinburgh

AWARDS AND COLLECTIONS

Nov. 2008   Armour Painting Award for Distinguished Landscape Painting, RGI Glasgow
Feb. 2003  Awarded the Alexander Graham Munro Travel Award, RSW
Dec. 2000 & 1998  Finalist in the Noble Grossart Painting Prize Exhibition, RSA, Edinburgh   
   and Glasgow School of Art
May/June 1999  Commendation for prints exhibited in ‘The Sky, The Sea and the Bit In 
   Between’, Burton Art Gallery, North Devon
June 1996  Awarded the Helen A Rose Bequest Prize for Distinguished Work by 
   Edinburgh College of Art School Committee
March 1996  Award for Landscape Painting by the Royal Scottish Academy in the annual 
   Students’ Exhibition

Selections of works are included in: 
Anglo American, London
Bank of Scotland Headquarters 
British Midland Airways 
Edinburgh College of Art
Edinburgh Western General Hospital
Marie Curie Hospice, Hampstead 
NHS Art Fund
Royal College of Physicians 
Standard Life Insurance 
Stirling University Collection
Paintings and prints are also in private collections throughout Britain, Europe and the USA.   




