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THE WALTER SCOTT ROOM

“Sir Walter’s friendship with Charles, the 4th Duke, his wife, Harriet, and brother, 
Henry, played an important role in the shaping of Bowhill - a memory kept alive by the 
5th Duke.  This room is dedicated to the author.

Raeburn painted his portrait of the young Scott in 1808.  It’s setting, with Hermitage 
Castle in the background and Camp, his faithful hound, at his side, suggests Scott’s vital 
research forays into the wilder parts of his Scottish Borders homeland .  Pen and paper in 
hand, he was gathering material for his books of Borders Minstrelsy and antiquities, as 
well as character sketches for his extraordinary output of historical fiction, the 
Wavereley Novels.”  *

During the Edinburgh Festival of 2011, The Scottish Gallery held a solo show of Colin 
Reid, a senior glass artist who specialises in kiln formed glass.  Included in this body of 
work was a piece called ‘Still Life with Books’. In 2012, Richard, Duke of Buccleuch 
and Queensberry commissioned Colin Reid to create a tower of glass books in honour of 
Walter Scott; as an icon for Bowhill and as a symbol for the Duke & Duchess’s passion 
and commitment to literature.

The commission took approximately six months to complete from start to finish. It is a 
highly technical and skilled process, which involves making a mould, heating glass in a 
kiln then polishing and cutting.  A special bookbind was created and added to the mould 
which reads ‘Walter Scott   Waverley’

WALTER SCOTT PRIZE

The Walter Scott Prize for historical fiction was founded in 2009, which honours the 
achievements and legacy of Sir Walter Scott, the founding father of the historical novel.  
Sponsored by the Duke and Duchess of Buccleuch, the prize is awarded at the Borders 
Book Festival in Melrose, in June every year.  The Buccleuchs have also 
commissioned four glass prizes by Colin Reid, these are smaller in scale than the piece 
at Bowhill and each are a unique work of art.

The prize is the first book award to recognise outstanding work in this burgeoning genre, 
and was won in its inaugural year by Hilary Mantel’s Wolf Hall, in 2011 Andrea Levy’s 
The Long Song was the victor and in 2012 Sebastian Barry’s On Canaan’s Side.
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* Bowhill, The House, Its People and Its Paintings, 
Buccleuch Estates publication, 2012
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Colin Reid is regarded as a pioneer in the field of kilncast glass. He ex

COLIN REID
Colin Reid is regarded as a pioneer in the field of kilncast glass. His work is 
exhibited internationally and his work is held in over 45 museum collections 
worldwide. He has undertaken many public and private commissions often 
combining glass with other media such as metal, stone or wood.  Based in his 
studio in South West England, Colin has developed the expertise and 
facilities to handle large scale commissions in glass.

Notable commissions include ‘Cipher Stone’, at over 500kg one of the largest 
artworks to have been cast in optical glass in the UK, ‘Ikthus’, a cast crystal 
font which can be seen in the Victoria & Albert Museum, London, and 
Bamboo Scroll, a major sculpture for Shanghai Public Library.

Commissions for his series of tables cast from giant tropical leaves include 
the magnificent Musa Cavendishii table commissioned by the Devonshire 
Collection for Chatsworth House, UK. 

Colin recently won the prestigious Peoples Prize at the 2010 British Glass 
Biennale for his piece ‘Still Life with Books’. He is an Associate of the Royal 
Society of British Sculptors and an honorary member of the 
Contemporary Glass Society.

Lund Humphries is publishing a monograph on Colin Reid’s work in the 
Autumn of 2013 which will coincide with a retrospective at Cheltenham Art 
Gallery & Museum from 5th October 2013 - 5th January 2014.
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