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Front: Mantlepiece, 1943, oil on canvas, 49 x 63.5 cms
Left: Edinburgh Castle, c.1944, ink drawing, 16.5 x 22 cms





Foreword

Aleksander Zyw was born in north-east Poland in 1905 before moving to Warsaw at a young age. He trained in traditional methods 
at Warsaw School of Fine Arts before being awarded a travel scholarship which was to have great effect on the young artist. He 
travelled extensively around Europe, particulary enjoying his time around the Mediatarrean Coast. He moved to Paris in 1934 where 
he set up a studio and adopted Impressionism.  He was travelling in Corsica when the war broke out and hurried back to mainland 
France to join Sikorski’s re-forming Polish Army. When France fell he made a miraculous escape through Spain and Portugal before 
arriving in Scotland where the Polish Armed Forces were regrouping. He was appointed official war artist and sketched extensively 
around the camps in Scotland as well as seeing action on an Atlantic Battleship and in the Normandy Campaign. 

The War acted as a catalyst for Zyw’s art for two very different reasons. It involved a complete interruption of his professional prac-
tice that he was enjoying in Paris and the Mediterranean, but there can be no doubt that for Zyw his service in the Polish Army was 
a forceful and maturing influence. It was the skills developed from the constant sketching that enabled Zyw to abandon naturalism 
in favour of a more subjective and provocative art, examples of which can be seen in this exhibition. 

He married a Scot and they settled in Edinburgh after the War where he stayed for more than twenty years. In that time he had a 
profound impact on the city with a number of significant exhibitions at The Scottish Gallery, (the first one held in 1945) and later a 
retrospective at The Scottish Arts Council in 1972 and a significant exhibition at The Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art titled 
‘The Nature of Painting’ in 1986. The last thirty years of his life were spent largely in Tuscany, Italy, where he and his wife had set 
up an olive farm. From the 1960s his art turned in another direction and he developed a new relationship with nature in paintings 
that seemed abstract, but were really based in minute study of fragments of the natural world. His last major exhibitions were in 
Parma and Desenzano in 1988. He died at his home in Catsegneto Carducci, Tuscany in 1995.

Aleksander Zyw can be seen as the finest emigre painter to settle in Scotland in the 20th Century. We are delighted to host this 
exhibition of 14 paintings and drawings which focuses primarily on work made in Scotland in the 1940s and 50s. Whilst his reputa-
tion may be secure, we hope that this modest exhibition will introduce a new generation of collectors and art lovers to wonder and 
appreciate the art of Aleksander Zyw.  



Neptune’s Court, 1949
oil on canvas, 72 x 92 cms





Loading the Bomber, c.1942 
pencil on paper, 24 x 35 cms

Exhibited:
Kirkcaldy Museum and Art Gallery, 1999

Convoy of Ships in harbour, c.1942
pencil on paper, 24 x 35 cms

Exhibited:
Kirkcaldy Museum and Art Gallery, 1999



Holyrood Palace in the Rain, c.1944
pen and wash, 19 x 24 cms



Italian Landscape, 1949
oil on canvas, 63 x 75 cms



Dark Halo, 1950
oil on canvas, 76.2 x 63.2 cms





Red Still Life, 1951 
oil on canvas, 88.9 x 116.2 cms



View from the Battleship, c.1942 
pencil on paper, 16 x 24 cms

Exhibited:
Kirkcaldy Museum and Art Gallery, 1999



Action Station of the Home Guard, 1941,
tempura on paper, 77.8 x 57.5 cms



Mantlepiece, 1943
oil on canvas, 48.6 x 63.5 cms

Exhibited:
Scottish Society of Artists, 1945
Festival Exhibition, The Scottish Gallery, 1957
Retrospective Exhibition of Paintings, The Scottish Arts Council, 1972 (no. 4)





Artist Studio at 5 Alva Street, 1943 
tempura on board, 43.2 x 58.1 cm

Exhibited:
Royal Scotish Academy,1945
The Scottish Gallery, 1945
Retrospective Exhibition of Paintings, The Scottish Arts Council, 1972 (no. 5)





Vine III, Red II, 1959
oil on canvas, 130.5 x 89.5 cms

Exhibited:
The Nature of Painting, Scottish National Gallery of Modern Art, 1986 (no. 13)
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Cock and King, 1949, oil on canvas, 40 x 51 cms






