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Foreword

Since his last exhibition at The Scottish Gallery in 2009, nothing 
has changed in the rhythm of life for the landscape painter Dave 
Cook. The seasons turn from the hum of insects in high summer 
to the depths of winter, when the artist and Seagreens are under 
siege from the elements, but the drama of sea and storm always 
drives the artist’s creative impulses. He has been down by the 
rocky shore in front of his cottage, his easel anchored against the 
storm like Eardley fifty years before up the coast at Catterline, or 
William mcTaggart at Carnoustie to the south at the end of the 
nineteenth century. The wind and spray is in his face as he battles 
to capture light conditions in a dawn that will never be the same 
again. Such a full engagement with the landscape constitutes a 
spiritual conversation with nature and the particular history of 
a place, particularly the lands of the mearns which are rich in 
spirits. 

Somewhere inland, perhaps near fettercairn, king kenneth ii 
met his violent end around 995 at the hands of usurpers, lured to 
his death in an ambush by finella, daughter of Cuncar, mormaer 
of angus, whose son had died at the king’s hands. Her name is 
attached to a few locations in the area and The Den of finella is 
a mysterious sylvan gorge, over which she is said to float. Here, 
Cook has stood and made an extraordinary painting, where trout 
swim in a pool in unearthly light, the canopy presses in and only a 
low sun suggests the way out of the enchanted place.

The artist has provided some poetic written notes about his 
work and life and these have been reproduced alongside the 
paintings to give a little insight into the work of a painter of rare 
sensitivity and prodigious talent. 

Guy pEploE
THE SCoTTiSH GallEry

Savage TranquilliTy

i seek to convey not only mood, but also a pictorial transliteration 
of nature’s great energies.

i have periods of intense energy, where i will be working 
for 20 hours or more. it is not uncommon for me to be up for a 
couple of days. During these creative periods my work is on point, 
flowing well and all seems to fit into place. These periods last 
around five weeks with the odd few days where i am left utterly 
exhausted. like a bee going from flower to flower gathering 
nectar, i go from painting to painting gathering information, 
busy as a swarm of bees.

i go about my work in much the same way as i would 
go to work on a building site, even what i wear. i served my 
apprenticeship as a bricklayer from the age of 16 to 20. instead 
of a trowel, i now use a palette knife.

i am outdoors and working hard, come rain or shine, hail or 
snow, wind or cold.

DaviD Cook, 2013
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Setting up the easel in the Den of finella, may 2013painting materials (photos by mell brake)
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2 a little Bird Spoke to Me and Said
oil on board, 101.5 x 122 cms
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3 Flowers in Black at 4.50am
oil on canvas, 90 x 70.5 cms

4 Blue Daffodils
oil on board, 81 x 61 cms
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5 Sun up, May
oil on board, 80 x 99.5 cms
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6 rainbow
oil on board, 26 x 35.5 cms
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7 rain Clouds
oil on board, 30.5 x 31 cms
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8 Darkness, Hope, light
oil on board, 122 x 244 cms
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9 Towards Finella, Study
oil on board, 20 x 23 cms
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10 Sun rising, Study
oil on board, 20 x 23 cms
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11 Waterfall at Finella
oil on canvas, 105.5 x 90 cms

“in the summer of 2013, i was painting often up at Den of finella, 
a ten minute walk from the cottage. i was drawn to work there, 
rather than making a conscious decision. i spent an intense 
period visiting the Den of finella. Day and night i sat there: 
looking, painting, soaking it all up like osmosis. it then comes 
out in my paintings, back at the studio.”
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12 garden Flowers
oil on board, 105 x 105 cms
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13 Flowers in White on a Blazing Hot Day
oil on board, 81 x 61 cms
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14 First Snowfall, Ferocious Winter
oil on board, 91.5 x 122 cms

“The savage, ferocious winter of 2012-13 left the coastline in angus 
ripped apart. The 14th December 2012 saw the sea breaching my 
garden and completely ripped the fence out of the ground.

“There were flooded fields, large sea swells, tormented skies, 
blood red corona, and (lunar glory) moons. The atmospheric 
conditions were like i have never seen here at Seagreens before.”
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15 row of Trees
oil on board, 26 x 35.5 cms

“i came across two larch trees when i came to Seagreens for the 
first time. i have been captivated by them ever since and have 
used their image in my paintings since 1991. i pass them on the 
train and by car, where they stand by inverkeiler like old friends.”
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16 Blue Bay Day
oil on board, 20 x 23 cms
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17 looking towards the Den of Finella
oil on board, 106.5 x 122 cms

“in the interior of the Den of finella there were landslides, causing 
many trees to fall. massive slabs of earth slipped, revealing huge 
areas of terracotta soil.”
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18 Sky, Sea, Study
oil on board, 20 x 23 cms
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19 Torrential rain
oil on linen, 22 x 26.5 cms

“an odd, but aesthetically beautiful sailing boat passed by the 
cottage in a gale, going north. it had a red and white sail with a 
black hull. i heard that it had been moored at arbroath. it was 
owned by some Norwegians. it was reported missing, vanished 
without a trace.”
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20 Sun rising over Johners
oil on board, 122 x 244 cms
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21 Headland
oil on board, 20 x 31 cms
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22 Path through Cornfields
oil on board, 21 x 26 cms
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“The burning of St David’s Chapel in Johnshaven. boat builder 
richard macbey used it to build boats in. He never uses a plan, 
just builds it.”

23 St David’s Chapel after the Fire
oil on board, 61 x 81 cms
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24 St Cyrus Steeple
oil on board, 91 x 102 cms
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25 Huge Moon over Johnshaven
oil on board, 20 x 23 cms
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26 Factory with Crane
oil on board, 20 x 28.5 cms
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27 Paper Factory at inverkeithing
oil on board, 81 x 101.5 cms

28 Scrapyard by inverkeithing
oil on board, 53 x 57 cms

“This paper factory was flattened two years back, but used  
to stand in inverkeithing, fascinating me since i was 17 years old. 
i would do scribbles on bits of paper as the train hurtled past.  
i often think of this spot and attempted to paint it.” 
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29 Bonfire at Twilight
oil on board, 88.25 x 101 cms
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30 The Spirit of Finella, Daughter of Cuncar, earl of angus
oil on board, 90 x 99.5 cms

“There is also the logistics of painting outside, at times in windy, 
sea foam, snow and rain conditions. The carrying of paints, 
easel and painting to the required spot as in the waterfall images 
meant clambering over steep rocks, difficult terrain even to walk, 
never mind carrying all that is required to do the painting.”
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31 Ploughed Fields 
oil on board, 20.5 x 31.5 cms
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32 Primrose Hill
oil on board, 21 x 31.75 cms
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33 Heron over a May Sea at 5.05pm
oil on canvas, 122 x 152.5 cms
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34 First Flakes of Snow, then Sleet, Hail
oil on board, 101.5 x 122 cms
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right: at work in the Den of finella, may 2013
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