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This showcase collection of high crafted silverware and enamelwork from
Northern Ireland brings together three members of the McCrory Family.

Michael McCrory is a designer silversmith at the forefront of contemporary applied arts. His 
influential work is founded on a balance of line, form and proportion. These tactile pieces are then 

finished by his wife Deirdre with a fine enamel interior. Their daughter, Cara Murphy, is also an 
award winning contemporary silversmith. Cara applies traditional silversmithing techniques to 

create innovative and sculptural functional silver tableware.

Left: Cara Murphy in the workshop with her father Michael 



MICHAEL MCCRORY

Michael McCrory was trained as a silversmith at Belfast 
College Art and Sir John Cass College of Art, London. For 
over forty years McCrory has been producing silverware 
for commission and exhibition from his workshop in 
Hillsborough, Northern Ireland, having previously lectured 
in Silversmithing and Jewellery at the University of Ulster, 
Belfast.

Silverware for McCrory has to be aesthetically pleasing, 
with a sculptural visual strength. His designs are founded 
on a balance of line, form and proportion, which 
harmonise with the detail in the tactile finished pieces. 
Inspiration for his designs comes from observing natural 
and manmade objects, visiting museums and archaeological 
sites. He is particularly interested in the growth, surfaces 
and textures of plants and this has led to the development 
of his forms and surface decoration. This decoration with 
its different textured finishes has the added function of 
hiding fingerprints that would otherwise be visible on 
highly polished silver.

McCrory makes his silverware through a combination of 
hand raising and deep drawing with the hydraulic press.
His interest in exploring the opportunities offered by 
pressing was rewarded when, in 2002, he was awarded 

a Major Individual Award from the Arts Council of 
Northern Ireland to research this technique. Since then 
he has successfully combined this technique together with 
traditional silversmithing skills to produce work that is 
much coveted by collectors.

McCrory exhibits nationally and internationally. His work 
can be found in many private and public collections, 
including: the National Museum of Ireland, Dublin; the 
Victoria and Albert Museum, London; the Ulster Museum, 
Belfast; the Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Belfast; the 
Lisburn Museum, Lisburn; Dublin Castle, Dublin; and the 
University of Ulster, Coleraine. In 2009 he was selected 
to join the Worshipful Company of Goldsmiths, London’s 
Who’s Who in Gold and Silver, the prestigious directory of 
leading designer jewellers and silversmiths working in the 
UK today.

Public Collections include:
The National Museum of Ireland, Dublin 
The Victoria and Albert Museum, London 
The Ulster Museum, Belfast 
The Arts Council of Northern Ireland, Belfast 
The Lisburn Museum, Lisburn; Dublin Castle, Dublin
 The University of Ulster, Coleraine



Condiment Set
Hammered Silver and silver gilt
6 x 6 x 3cms



Deirdre McCrory enamelling the 
interior of one of Michael’s silver bowls 



DEIRDRE MCCRORY

Deirdre trained in Printed Textiles and Jewellery at 
Belfast College of Art and in Jewellery at the Royal 
College of Art, London. Deirdre’s interest in colour 
was the initial catalyst for her experimenting with 
enamel, especially painting enamel. This technique, 
traditionally used for detail in heraldic imagery and 
miniatures, resulted in many commissions over the 
years.

Deirdre works as an applied artist specialising in 
printmaking and enamelling. She has exhibited 
nationally and internationally both as an individual 
artist and as a member of the British Society of 
Enamellers and Seacourt Print Workshop.

Deirdre has worked with her husband Michael over 
many years, enamelling heraldic emblems for his 
silverware. She has also worked with their daughter 
Cara on enameling the desk set for The Silver Trust 
Collection at Downing Street. More recently she has 
collaborated with both Michael and Cara enamelling 

three-dimensional silver forms, many of which are in 
the exhibition.

Her personal work comes from her environment at 
home and abroad and the plants and animal life that 
encroach on it. She is inspired by patterns in nature, 
from organic material growing and decaying, to 
movement in shapes and colour. 

Public Collections include:
Arts Council of Northern Ireland
Ulster Museum, Arts Council of Northern Ireland
Lisburn Museum, Northern Ireland
Royal College of Art, UK
Dublin Castle, Ireland





Prickly Pear Bowls by Michael McCrory (enamel by Deirdre McCrory)



Prickly Pear Bowl/Salt 
Silver & enamel
(enamel by Deirdre McCrory)
8.5 x 8.5 x 4cms

Prickly Pear Bowl/Salt 
Silver & enamel
(enamel by Deirdre McCrory)
8.2 x 8.2 x 4.5cms



Pricky Pear Bowl/Salt 
Silver & enamel
(enamel by Deirdre McCrory)
8.3 x 8.3 x 4.1cms

Three Blister Bowl/Salt 
Silver & enamel
(enamel by Deirdre McCrory)
10.5 x 10.5 x 4.4cms



Blister Box
Silver
6.5 x 6.5 x 4.5cms

Bubble Box
Silver
6.5 x 6.5 x 6.5cms



Fizz Box
Silver
6.5 x 6.5 x 6.5cms

Large Prickly Pear Box
Silver
10.3 x 10.3 x 6.8cms



Sugar Caster
Hammered Silver
6 x 6 x 7cms



Prickly Pear Sugar Caster
Silver
6 x 6 x 7cms



CARA MURPHY 

Cara trained at Glasgow School of Art and the Royal 
College of Art, London. Cara applies traditional 
silversmithing techniques to craft innovative and 
sculptural functional silver tableware, which is inspired by 
the natural environment, creating a silver landscape for 
the dining table. 

Cara is a Freeman of the Worshipful Company of 
Goldsmiths and works mainly to commission and exhibits 
her silverware internationally. Her silver tableware is 
represented in many national and international public 
and private collections, and she is a selected member 
of Contemporary British Silversmiths; the Worshipful 
Company of Goldsmiths Who’s Who in Gold and Silver; 
and the Crafts Council of Ireland’s Irish Craft Portfolio: 
Critical Selection. In addition to her practice Cara is an 
Associate Lecturer in Silversmithing and Jewellery at the 
Belfast School of Art, University of Ulster.

“Using traditional silversmithing techniques the work 
addresses the concept of a silver landscape that challenges 
the boundaries of functional silver tableware.

The sculptural silver forms aim to challenge the users’ 
established knowledge of silverware by not always
having an obvious function and questions the user’s 
perception of function.The use of silver evokes a sense 
of ritual and ceremony.  Functionality has always been a 
fundamental aspect of the work and for several pieces this 
is the driving force behind it. Working with a variety of 
materials, predominately silver, the work investigates the 
organic grown form.” Cara Murphy

Public Collections include:
Aberdeen Art Gallery
Arts Council an Chomhairle Ealaion 
Arts Council of Northern Ireland 
National Museum of Ireland
Queens University Collection, Belfast
St. Anne’s Cathedral, Belfast
The Silver Trust Collection at 10 Downing Street
Ulster Museum, Belfast
Shipley Art Gallery 
Irish Embassy Collection 



Furrows (detail), Silver and wenge, 26 x 32 x 14cms



Furrows
Silver and wenge
26 x 32 x 14cms







Growing Wild
Silver, enamel & substitute ivory
(enamel by Deirdre McCrory) 
2 available
20 x 33 x 39cms



Menisci
Silver

10 x 23 x 23cms







Left: Spring
Silver and enamel 
(enamel by Deirdre McCrory)
26 x 26 x 6cms

Right: Lichen
Silver, lava and enamel
(enamel by Deirdre McCrory)
7 x 5 x 3cms (approx)



Catkin
Silver and gold leaf
5.5 x 3.5 x 3cms



Trap Cup II
Silver and lava
6 x 6 x 6cms

Trap Cup III
Silver and lava
6 x 6 x 6cms





Immerse, Set of Three
Silver
13 x 23 x 20cms



Work photographed by David Pauley 


