
KS4 – KEY STAGE 4 CURRICULUM 
Year 10 
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The Art department aims to develop all GCSE students' to develop their meta-thinking and self-

regulation to build on their visual intellectual confidence and transferrable skills for examinations and 

life. They get to specialise in one of the endorsements - Fine Art, Graphics or/& Photography. They 

will start over the Year 9 to Year 10 summer holidays building a library of photographs to allow 

creative intellectual playfulness and original ideas at the start of the course. Students will develop 

their own title and design brief from one-to-one discussions with their art teacher. The first unit will 

be a project to learn how to address the assessment objectives equally and learn from taking 

risks/mistakes to improve when embarking on Unit 2 over the rest of the year. In the Summer Term 

they will experience a Mock examination to produce an independent controlled timed practical 

sustained piece which links to their Unit 2 theme unaided. The feedback will enable students to 

improve and achieve the highest grade. 

Art Textiles: 

Component 1 from September Year 10 to January in Year 11 students explore a range of textile 

techniques through two class lead projects, Natural forms and Costume along with a self-devised 

major task. Through this, they will build a portfolio and a resolved made outcome. In January, Year 11 

students will select from a list of externally set questions for Component 2 - the exam unit. Students 

will build a second portfolio researching and developing for a 10-hour practical exam in which they 

will complete their final piece. Both units are marked out of 96 with unit 1 worth 60% and Unit 2 

worth 40%  

Design and Technology: 

The Year 10 GCSE project consists of 3 micro projects. Night-lights, USB casing and its packaging. 

Year 11 of one design-based folio and one or more products that can be realised in a range of 

material areas. The coursework is worth 50% of the candidates’ total mark and is based around a 

board prescribed brief. Also in Year 10, the candidates will have one lesson dedicated to the 

acquisition of skills and knowledge required for the written paper. Students will also consider 

comparative industrial practice. The practical work should be completed by February of Year 11. Final 

product testing and evaluation will take place in the Spring Term. Candidates will sit the theory-based 

examination worth 50% of the total mark in June of year 11.  
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Students should all leave the course with a deep understanding of all topics to the same standard 

fully equipped to study it or a related topic at A Level. 

BUSINESS GCSE YEAR 1 

Business Activity 

The role of business enterprise and entrepreneurship  

Business planning  

Business ownership  

Business aims and objectives  

Stakeholders in business  

Business growth  

Marketing  

The role of marketing  

Market research  

Market segmentation  

The marketing mix  

People  

The role of human resources  

Organisational structures and different ways of working  

Communication in business  

Recruitment and selection  

Motivation and retention  

Training and development  

Employment law  
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Citizenship at SHS aims to be developing  a more sophisticated knowledge of concepts and 

institutions that underpin Citizenship, with particular focus on:  

• Human rights 

• Legal system in the UK, different sources of law and how the law helps society deal with complex 

problems 

• Income and expenditure, credit and debt, insurance, savings and pensions, financial products and 

services, and how public money is raised and spent 

• The different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the improvement of their community, to 

include the opportunity to participate actively in community volunteering, as well as other forms of 

responsible activity 

They should be able to practise the key Citizenship skills:  

• Explain & Apply 

• Enquire & research 

• Debate & Assess 

• Advocate & Organise; 

in a variety of Citizenship contexts across Citizenship days, citizenship lessons and the wider 

curriculum. 

Students should be developing their understanding of how citizens are affected by and can be 

involved in: 

• The legal system through court rulings, jury service. 

• Advocating and organising campaigns on issues of their choice to improve their communities (local, 

national or global) 
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In Year 10 Students cover the following topics: 

Topic 1: What’s inside a CPU? 

Topic 2: The different types of memory 

Topic 3: How the internet works 

Topic 4: Threats to data and how to protect it 

Topic 5: What an operating system like Windows really does 

Topic 6: Ethical and legal debates of Computing. 

Year 10/11 Books 

GCSE OCR Computer Science J277 (2020) PG Online 

ClearRevise OCR GCSE Computer Science J277 (2020) PG Online 
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In the Year 10 Eduqas GCSE Drama, students study a range of units: practitioners, devising, live 

theatre, ‘DNA’ by Dennis Kelly  

The Drama Department at SHS aims to provide all GCSE Drama students with an experience that 

provides them with opportunities to develop transferrable skills for life. The course offers students 

the opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form. Year 10 students begin by improving their 

team work skills through a baseline devising unit which encourages experimentation with and 

development of group performance techniques. They expand on their knowledge of practitioners 

from KS3, delving deeper in to the working methodologies of Stanislavski, Brecht and physical 

theatre companies as well as learning how to appreciate all of the elements of live theatre with 

regular theatre trips throughout the year. They practically explore the set text, ‘DNA’ by Dennis Kelly 

in order to understand how it could be staged. 
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Our aim at KS4 is to give students the skills, knowledge and love of language and literature that will 

last a life-time. Mastery of skills in reading, extended writing, including discursive writing reaches 

fulfilment.  Students are increasingly exposed to advanced ideas and concepts; they engage with 

texts and contexts at a deeper level of mastery and gain through literature an understanding of the 

world around them. We want students to empathise and grapple with the complexities of texts. A 

progressively more challenging curriculum in Year 11 allows emersion in different facets of literary 

form; students develop mature critical skills and gain a taste for further academic study and 

competence in key skills. Extended writing is assured and advanced in structure and ambition. 

Ultimately, we want students to find the curriculum stimulating, challenging and fun. 
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In Year 10 students study: 

• Much Ado About Nothing - Shakespeare (Students begin the year exploring Shakespearean 

comedy and the nature of that form; they explore Elizabethan context specific to the play; their 

appreciation of the play deepens as they examine notions of class, gender and specific literary 

techniques such as stichomythia, malcontent, Machiavellianism, gulling, cuckolding, folklore, 

Elizabethan dance; they are taught to question the resolution of the play and question Shakespeare’s 

proto-feminist intent) 

•  Lord of the Flies - William Golding (Students learn about concepts including  allegory, fable, liminal 

blurring and the contexts behind the text: rights and responsibilities, Freudian readings, Darwinian 

interpretations of the text, Democracy and Totalitarianism, the philosophy of Hume, Golding’s 

progressive thought about redemptive nature of mankind and pessimism due to the holocaust; 

Students consider Golding’s intent and biographical influence as well as literary; students are 

beginning to be introduced to the theme of colonialism which is picked up also in Jane Eyre in Year 

11 

• Poetry Anthology (explore poetry and learn about their place in the world and the nature of conflict 

and its presentation) 

• Paper One English Language (Students begin to be taught transferrable skills from English 

Language Paper 1 and learn to plan their own descriptive and narrative pieces in greater detail; they 

are instructed in ways to develop originality and imagination) 

• Spoken Language NEA (students are taught how to construct an argument: key strategy planning 

and fluent thinking skills. In addition, this is helpful preparation for Year 11 English Language Paper 2.  

Students are given opportunities to regularly analysis, debate, present, collaborate and discuss key 

issues independently to clarify thought.  
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EDUCAS  

Food Preparation and Nutrition study of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. The course is 

divided into 2 main components 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition is a written 

examination and is worth 50% of the total GCSE mark, with 6 main areas. Covered in year 10 and 

revisited in year 11. Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action is divided into 2 Non-

examination assessments (NEA 1 is a food science investigation worth 15% and NEA 2 is a project 

showcasing skills and techniques worth 35%) Jointly these 2 NEA’s are worth and is worth 50% of the 

total GCSE Marks. Both the NEA’s and the written exam are carried out in year 11 NEA 1 September 

to December NEA2 December to April. 
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In Year 10 French, students study the following units: 

Topic 1: Me, my family, and my friends 

Topic 2: Technology in everyday life 

Topic 3: Free-time activities 

Topics 4 & 5: Customs/festivals in French-speaking countries/communities, then; Home, 

town/neighbourhood/region 

Topic 6: Social issues  

Topic 7: Global issues, incl. EOY Exams. 

G
E
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y

 

Geography at SHS aims to develop student understanding of the world through enquiry and 

questioning. At all stages, SHS Geographers will experience fieldwork and skills associated with this 

and have opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding through a variety of 

lesson activities and competitions.  

In Year 10, the topics studied are; The Living World, The Challenge of Resource Management, Urban 

Issues and Challenges, Fieldwork (Human; Gloucester Docks) and Tectonic Hazards. 
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In Year 10 students study the following units: 

Describing rooms 

Talking about different areas and facilities in a town  

es gibt + accusative 

prepositions and cases (dual case + dative; dative) 

verb as 2nd idea 

future tense 

adjective endings after definite and indefinite articles 

plurals and negatives using kein 

können + infinitive (present tense) 

making questions 
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In terms of skills, Year 10 students develop the ability to use information critically (critical thinking), so 

that they can see alternative perspectives and appreciate how and why interpretations are 

constructed, contested and constantly changing, so that they are better-prepared for the demands of 

the A-level History curriculum. Besides this, we aim to give Year 10 students opportunities to strategy 

plan, self-regulate, communicate effective arguments and use scholarship – all being seen as crucial 

elements to success. 

Above all, our intent is to make History engaging and enjoyable. 

Units covered are: 

Crime & Punishment (& historic environment: Whitechapel 1870-1900). 

Weimar & Nazi Germany, 1919-1939. 
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The knowledge and understanding of topics are taught in accordance with the AQA Mathematics 

Specification and is as follows: 

 Circle Theorems 

 Surds 

 Equations 2 

 Other Graphs 

 Further Graphs 

 Histograms  

 Further Ratio 

 Inequalities 

 Probability 

 Vectors 

 Compound Measures 

 Accuracy and Bounds 
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At the start of GCSE Music, students study the following: 

Term 1: The Elements of Music (OP) and AoS 3: Film Music  

Term 2: The Elements of Music and AoS 1: Musical Forms and Devices (OP) and AoS 3: Film Music  

Term 3: AoS 1: Musical Forms and Devices and Set Work 1 - Orchestral Suite No. 7 - Badinerie by JS 

Bach  

Term 4: Composition 1 (Free Composition) and Set Work 1 - Orchestral Suite No. 7 - Badinerie by JS 

Bach  

Term 5: Composition 1 (Free Composition) and Revision  

Term 6: AoS 4: Popular Music  
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The PSHE curriculum throughout KS3 and KS4 is divided into the three core themes of Relationships 

and Sex Education (RSE), Health and Wellbeing, and The Wider World. There is overlap between the 

three themes. A spiral programme throughout KS3 and KS4 ensures learning is revisited, reinforced 

and extended in age and stage-appropriate contexts.  

RSE: 

Toxic masculinity 

Revenge porn and upskirting  

Collector Culture  

Gender identity: Transgender 

Pregnancy, miscarriage and fertility 

Pregnancy choices 

Different types of partnerships 

Teenage parents and good parenting 

Health and wellbeing: 

Mental health: stress 

Heroin and cocaine; County Lines 

New psychoactive substances 

Exploring mental health illnesses (+ self-harm) 

Basic first aid; CPR and defibrillators 

The Wider World: 

HPL/Self-regulation: perseverance and goal setting; planning and time management; revision 

strategies 

Careers: employability skills and qualities; work experience; CV writing 

Online safety: digital footprints 

The implications of drugs: County Lines 

Finance 
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CORE  

In Key Stage 4 Physical Education at SHS, Students should tackle complex and demanding physical 

activities. They will get involved in a range of activities that develop personal fitness and promote an 

active long-term healthy lifestyle that also encourages participation in extracurricular activity to 

enhance wellbeing and social interaction. Students are taught in a carousal of 4 lessons within a 

fortnight where each lesson provide a different experience to promote inclusion. Students will be 

given opportunities to lead their peers and take ownership of modules delivered tailoring them to 

their own interests and pathways they wish to follow in physical activity. Activities will include Netball, 

Football, Health related exercise, use of the school fitness suite, couch to 5k, the daily mile, 

badminton, volleyball, cricket, rounders and athletics. 

GCSE  

In GCSE examination PE at SHS, the PE department strives to for all students to be independent 

thinkers and learners. We introduce the concept of scholarship in the very first lesson and ask all 

leaners to strive for their very best in all they do whether that be a theory or practical lesson. 

Students will follow the AQA specification and study the following topics; • Applied anatomy and 

physiology • Movement analysis • Physical training • Use of data • Sports psychology • Socio-cultural 

influences • Health, fitness and well-being • Use of data There is a Practical performance assessment 

to complete in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer. There is a written 

piece of Non-Examined Assessment: The Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about 

improvement in one activity. 
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In GCSE RE the following units are covered: 

Belief in God: Buddhism and Christianity. A deep dive into the foundational knowledge each belief 

system has about deity or non-deity, and critical analysis of these beliefs 

Crime and punishment: Christianity. What is justice? Why do people commit crimes? Is there a need 

for punishment and what purpose should it have if so? Death Penalty 

Marriage and the family: Buddhism. How does the family structure work Buddhism? is it the Sangha? 

How should people behave in relationships? What kinds of relationships can be 

supported/challenged? What principles should Buddhists live by? 

In KS4 Core RE the following units are covered: 

1. Values and Commitments 

2. Medical Ethics 

3. Researching key ethical dilemmas 
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Biology 

Students study the topics from Modules 1-4 of the GCSE continuing on from those covered in Year 9. 

These are assessment in Paper 1 of the qualification. The topics in order are: Transport in cells, Cell 

division, Non-communicable disease, Communicable disease, Mono-clonal antibodies, 

Photosynthesis, Plant tissues, Plant disease and Respiration 

Physics 

There are different ways in which the students are challenged within and outside of the classroom. 

The resources provided to the students offer breadth and opportunity to practice, while also giving 

them the opportunity to realise their progress through the mark schemes provided online. The Isaac 

Physics online homework tool offers the greatest challenge for our students as the questions 

provided are at the highest possible level and provide a superb path of development for students 

aiming for a level 9 and possible transition to A-level Physics. 
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In Chemistry, students study the following units: 

1) Back to Basics (chemical formulae, equations and dealing with mixtures), Atomic Structure and the 

Periodic Table 

2) Bonding and Structure 

3) Electrochemistry (Electrolysis and Reactivity of Metals) 

4) Acid Reactions 

5) Quantitative Chemistry 

6) Energy Changes 
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In Year 10 students study the following: 

Relationships with family and friends 

Technology in everyday life 

Free-time activities 

Customs and Festivals 

Home, town, neighbourhood and region 

 

 

Year 11 
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The Art department aims to allow Y11 students to complete both Unit 1 and 2 to the highest possible 

level, through one-to-one discussions to encourage students to see their project 'Big Picture' through 

flexible thinking to encourage intellectual playfulness and originality in generating new practical 

outcomes and overall project 'finish' and refinement. Some students may independently embark on a 

third unit of their own design, if time allows. 

Textiles: 

Component 1 from September year 10 to January in year 11 students explore a range of textile 

techniques through two class lead projects: Natural forms and Costume, along with a self-devised 

major task. Through this, they will build a portfolio and a resolved made outcome. In January, year 11 

students will select from a list of externally set questions for Component 2 the exam unit. Students 

will build a second portfolio researching and developing for a 10-hour practical exam in which they 

will complete their final piece. Both units are marked out of 96 with unit 1 worth 60% and Unit 2 

worth 40%  

Design and Technology  

The Year 10 GCSE project consists of 3 micro projects. Night-lights, USB casing and its packaging. 

Year 11 have one design based folio and one or more products that can be realised in a range of 

material areas. The coursework is worth 50% of the candidates’ total mark and is based around a 

board prescribed brief. Students will also consider comparative industrial practice. The practical work 

should be completed by February of Year 11. Final product testing and evaluation will take place in 

the Spring Term. Candidates will sit the theory-based examination worth 50% of the total mark in 

June of Year 11.  
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BUSINESS GCSE YEAR 2 

Operations 

Production processes  

Quality of goods and services  

The sales process and customer service  

Consumer law  

Business location  

Working with suppliers  

Finance  

The role of the finance function  

Sources of finance  

Revenue, costs, profit and loss  

Break-even  

Cash and cash flow  

Influences on business  

Ethical and environmental considerations  

The economic climate  

Globalisation  

The interdependent nature of business 
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Citizenship at SHS aims to be developing  a more sophisticated knowledge of concepts and 

institutions that underpin Citizenship, with particular focus on:  

• Human rights  

• Parliamentary democracy and the key elements of the UK constitution (including the power of 

government, the role of citizens and Parliament in holding those in power to account, and the 

different roles of the executive, legislature and judiciary and a free press) 

• Different electoral systems used in and beyond the United Kingdom actions citizens can take in 

democratic and electoral processes to influence decisions locally 

• Income and expenditure, credit and debt, insurance, savings and pensions, financial products and 

services, and how public money is raised and spent 

• Diverse national, regional, religious and ethnic identities in the United Kingdom and the need for 

mutual respect and understanding 

• The different ways in which a citizen can contribute to the improvement of their community, to 

include the opportunity to participate actively in community volunteering, as well as other forms of 

responsible activity 

They should be able to practise the key Citizenship skills:  

• Explain & Apply 

• Enquire & research 

• Debate & Assess 

• Advocate & Organise; 

in a variety of Citizenship contexts across Citizenship days, citizenship lessons and the wider 

curriculum. 

Students should be developing their understanding of how citizens are affected by and can be 

involved in: 

• The UK political system through voting, joining a political party/movement and lobbying MPs 

• How they (will) participate in the UK and global economy through taxes, economic cycles and 

government spending 

• Promoting respect and understanding of diverse UK identities 

• Advocating and organising campaigns on issues of their choice to improve their communities (local, 

national or global) 
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In Year 11 Computer Science the following topics are studied: 

Topic 7: How computers search and sort data. 

Topic 8: More programming: you can never have enough! 

Topic 9: How to stop programs crashing. 

Topic 10: How electric circuits are built. 

Topic 11: Programs to write programs. 

Year 10/11 Books 

GCSE OCR Computer Science J277 (2020) PG Online 

ClearRevise OCR GCSE Computer Science J277 (2020) PG Online 
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Year 11 Eduqas GCSE Drama:  

Component 1 Devising unit, Component 2 Scripted unit, Component 3 written exam  

The Drama Department at SHS aims to provide all GCSE Drama students with an experience that 

provides them with opportunities to develop transferrable skills for life. The course offers students 

the opportunity to explore drama as a practical art form. Year 11 students research and explore the 

work of influential practitioners and genres, working collaboratively to create their own devised 

drama in response to a stimulus. They then develop and apply theatrical skills in acting or design by 

presenting a showcase of extracts from a performance text – this is performed to a live audience and 

an external examiner. There continue to be regular trips to the theatre run throughout the year. 

Students then demonstrate their theoretical knowledge and understanding of drama in the written 

paper, through the set text, ‘DNA’ by Dennis Kelly as well as analysing and evaluating a live theatre 

performance as part of this exam. 

E
N

G
L
IS

H
 

In Year 11 students' study: 

• Jane Eyre  

• Revision of English Language Paper 1 in preparation for the Mock examination/revision of 'Much 

Ado About Nothing' and 'Lord of the Flies'  

• Mock Exam 

• English Language Paper 2 

• Revision of English Literature and English Language 
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EDUCAS  

Food Preparation and Nutrition study of food science, nutrition and healthy eating. The course is 

divided into 2 main components 1: Principles of Food Preparation and Nutrition is a written 

examination and is worth 50% of the total GCSE mark, with 6 main areas. Covered in year 10 and 

revisited in year 11. Component 2: Food Preparation and Nutrition in Action is divided into 2 Non-

examination assessments (NEA 1 is a food science investigation worth 15% and NEA 2 is a project 

showcasing skills and techniques worth 35%) Jointly these 2 NEA’s are worth and is worth 50% of the 

total GCSE Marks. Both the NEA’s and the written exam are carried out in year 11 NEA 1 September 

to December NEA2 December to April. 
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In GCSE French – students study the following: 

Topic 8: Travel and tourism 

Topic 9: My studies; mocks/revision 

Topics 10 & 11: Life at school/college; Education post-16 

Topic 12: Jobs, career choices, and ambitions; revision/prep for the oral 

Orals, revision, and terminal exams 
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Geography at SHS aims to develop student understanding of the world through enquiry and 

questioning. At all stages, SHS Geographers will experience fieldwork and skills associated with this 

and have opportunities to demonstrate their knowledge and understanding through a variety of 

lesson activities and competitions. In Year 11, the topics studied are; Hazards (Weather and Climate), 

The Economic World, UK Physical Environments (Coasts and Rivers with fieldwork in Somerset over 

two days) and the Issue Evaluation preparation. 
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In German, students study the following:  

Term 1   

Grammar recap. 

Social issues  

Talking about charity work and volunteering abroad. 

Healthy living in the past and now the imperfect tense  

modal verbs in the imperfect tense modals with negatives 

als + imperfect (revision) revision of infinitive phrases 

Term 2   

Global issues  

Environmental and global problems. Talking about Homelessness. Talking about Living on the street 

revision of modal verbs revision of the conditional tense (imperfect subjunctive of modals and 

auxiliaries and würde + infinitive) + wenn 

pluperfect tense (revision of imperfect / perfect tenses) 

using the imperative revision of impersonal verbs 

Term 3   

Travel and tourism  

Talking about accommodation. 

Talking about travel websites. 

Talking about city breaks. 

Talking about holiday destinations.  

consolidation of the past tenses using impersonal verbs 

revision of prepositions (single and dual case) 

sequencing words, expressions and phrases 

subordinating conjunctions using relative pronouns and was 
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Term 4   

School life  

Describing your school. 

Describing different types of school. 

Talking about a typical school day. 

Different experiences of school life revision of modals (present & imperfect) common imperfect 

subjunctives (auxiliaries & modals) revision of adjective endings after definite and indefinite articles 

revision of possessive adjectives 

adjective endings after no article (etwas, nichts, viel, wenig, alles) comparative and superlative 

adjectives / adverbs 

dates and times 

Term 5   

Post-16 education and carreer. 

Revision and preparation for exams  

University or career? 

Talking about career choices. 

Talking about ideal careeers revision of the future tense 

revision of common imperfect subjunctives (auxiliaries & modals) adverbs (vielleicht, hoffentlich) and 

word order for emphasis 

revision of infinitive phrases 

Revision and preparation for exams  
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In History, Year 11 students develop the ability to use information critically (critical thinking), so that 

they can see alternative perspectives and appreciate how and why interpretations are constructed, 

contested and constantly changing, so that they are better-prepared for the demands of the A-level 

History curriculum. Besides this, we aim to give Y11 students opportunities to strategy plan, self-

regulate, communicate effective arguments and use scholarship – all being seen as crucial elements 

to success. 

We plan to ensure that pupils make good progress from their starting points by using transition 

activities/baseline assessments/tests as well as knowledge and understanding about the needs of the 

least and most able, including those with SEND, PP and EAL. 

Above all, our intent is to make History engaging and enjoyable. 

Early Elizabethans, 1558-1588. 

Cold War and superpower relations, 1945-90. 
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The knowledge and understanding of topics are taught in accordance with the AQA Mathematics 

Specification and is as follows: 

 Formulae and Functions 

 Transformations 

 Further Trigonometry 

 Variation 

 Transforming Functions 

 Congruence and Similarity 

 Area and Volume 

 Scale Drawing and Bearings 

 Algebraic Proof 
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In Year 11 Music – students study the following units 

Term 1: Set Work 2 - Africa by Toto and AoS 2: Music for Ensembles  

Term 2: Set Work 2 - Africa by Toto and AoS 2: Music for Ensembles  

Term 3: Composition 2 (Composition to a brief), performance and revision  

Term 4: Composition 2 (Composition to a brief), performance and revision  

Term 5: Revision  

Term 6: n/a 
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The PSHE curriculum throughout KS3 and KS4 is divided into the three core themes of Relationships 

and Sex Education (RSE), Health and Wellbeing, and The Wider World. There is overlap between the 

three themes. A spiral programme throughout KS3 and KS4 ensures learning is revisited, reinforced 

and extended in age and stage-appropriate contexts.  

RSE: 

 Revenge porn and upskirting  

 Sexual harassment and stalking 

 Rape culture 

Health and wellbeing: 

 Looking after health and wellbeing 

 Stress management 

 HIV and AIDS 

 Cancer 

 Alcohol and staying safe 

 New psychoactive substances and festivals 

The Wider World: 

 Careers: A Level choices; post 16 options; interview preparation 

 The Dark web 

 Finance 
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CORE  

In Key Stage 4 Physical Education at SHS, Students should tackle complex and demanding physical 

activities. They will get involved in a range of activities that develop personal fitness and promote an 

active long-term healthy lifestyle that also encourages participation in extracurricular activity to 

enhance wellbeing and social interaction. Students are taught in a carousal of 4 lessons within a 

fortnight where each lesson provide a different experience to promote inclusion. Students will be 

given opportunities to lead their peers and take ownership of modules delivered tailoring them to 

their own interests and pathways they wish to follow in physical activity. Activities will include Netball, 

Football, Health related exercise, use of the school fitness suite, couch to 5k, the daily mile, 

badminton, volleyball, cricket, rounders and athletics  

GCSE  

In GCSE examination PE at SHS, the PE department strives to for all students to be independent 

thinkers and learners. We introduce the concept of scholarship in the very first lesson and ask all 

leaners to strive for their very best in all they do whether that be a theory or practical lesson. 

Students will follow the AQA specification and study the following topics; • Applied anatomy and 

physiology • Movement analysis • Physical training • Use of data • Sports psychology • Socio-cultural 

influences • Health, fitness and well-being • Use of data There is a Practical performance assessment 

to complete in three different physical activities in the role of player/performer There is a written 

piece of Non Examined Assessment : The Analysis and evaluation of performance to bring about 

improvement in one activity. 
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In GCSE RE the following units are covered: 

Living the religious life: Buddhism and Christianity. A deep dive into the practices and principles of 

active religious life across the two faiths, comparing and contrasting the principles and practices to 

allow for greater understanding and application 

Peace and Conflict: Christianity. Is it ever ok to go to war? Can a war in the name of God be justified? 

What do Humanists believe about the place of peace and conflict in society? Is pacifism justifiable? 

Matters of life and death: Buddhism. A consideration of varying responses to issues such as 

euthanasia, abortion and genetics. Questions about when life begins and ends 

In KS4 Core RE, the following units are covered: 

1. Questions about Freedom: What are we free to do? What are we free from? What kinds of society 

and belief systems can exist in complete freedom? Does religion provide freedom? 

2. Religion and the Media: What does it mean to cause offence? To what extent is this ok? Is Freedom 

of speech a reality? What image of Islam is presented in the media? How are women presented in the 

media? Islamophobia 
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Biology 

Topics are covered from Modules 5-7 of the GCSE, which form Paper 2 of the qualification. The topics 

in order are: Homeostasis, Human nervous system, Human hormones, Plant hormones, Reproduction 

and genetics, Variation, evolution and classification, Adaptation and interdependence, Organisation 

of an ecosystem, Biodiversity, Trophic levels in an ecosystem and Food production. 

Physics 

The Year 11 course is mapped out in such a way to consider the challenge of the course, the 

development of skills, understanding and knowledge within physics and the AQA course we follow. 

The course also takes into regard how we can ensure our students develop their metacognition in 

order to become high performance learners. This course is a continuation of Year 10 as students 

complete their GCSE Physics course. The content of this course leads to the completion of syllabus 

content for the summer exam paper, Paper 2.   

Students study the following units: Forces, Waves, and Magnets and electromagnets, offering great 

challenge to the students as the concepts are rather abstract. For instance, the process of 

electromagnetic induction requires students to imagine a magnetic field and how its interaction with 

a coil or length of wire affects the potential difference across the wire, concepts linked to Faradays 

law of electromagnetic induction.  

The final topic of Space offers a respite from the challenges posed by the two prior topics and an 

opportunity to develop their enjoyment of Physics about Space and the consequences of far-off past 

events on our life and the future of the universe, along with the different events taking place now 

such as star formation.  

As described in the Year 10 course map, the resources provided to the students enables them to 

become active and successful learners. You can see the resources provided on the following padlet 

page: https://padlet.com/shs_physics/34u5bebr5naz.  

We actively promote and task students to use these resources, and follow a program of homework 

that task students to complete work that challenges and develops the students skills, understanding 

and knowledge of Physics.  

As described in the Year 10 course map, there are different ways in which the students are challenged 

within and outside of the classroom. The resources provided to the students offer breadth and 

opportunity to practice, while also giving them the opportunity to realise their progress through the 

mark schemes provided online. The Isaac Physics online homework tool offers the greatest challenge 

for our students as the questions provided are at the highest possible level and provide a superb 

path of development for students aiming for a level 9 and possible transition to A-level Physics. At 

this stage, in year 11, students are already considering their A-level options and are actively seeking 

greater challenge so the opportunity to use Isaac Physics enables them to prepare greatly for the 

next stage in their career. At the very least, students aiming for a grade 9 can actively seek this 

through the challenge of the resources provided. 

In Chemistry, the students study the following: 

1) Energy Changes, Analytical Chemistry, Rates of Reaction 

2) Chemical Equilibria 

3) Organic Chemistry Part 1 (Alkanes and Alkenes), Organic Chemistry Part 2 (Functional Groups) 

5) Further Quantitative Chemistry 
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In Spanish, students study the following units: 

Social issues 

Global issues 

Travel and tourism 

My studies 

Jobs, career choices and ambitions 

 

 


