
Dear Parents and Guardians, 

We hope you and your loved ones are all safe and well. 

In these strange times, we teachers at St Gregory’s are trying our best to provide support for your 

children being home-schooled by yourselves.  

In the first two weeks of school closures, we supplied learning from home packs for your children. 

Now, following the Easter break, the evolving situation of school closure and lockdown is to be 

extended. Therefore, in order to continue our support, we have decided to trial a distance learning 

programme called Google Classroom. This is not an ideal situation as it is unfamiliar to both staff and 

children, and we are all trying to ‘home school’ ourselves as to how the programme works. 

Nevertheless, it is highly recommended by our IT advisers; it is a safe site for communication, and in 

these challenging times we can but try to find new ways of continuing teaching and learning. 

In order to access and to benefit from Google Classroom, your child will need several things: 

1. School email and password – there is a tab giving guidance for this on our school website 

2. Log in code for their own classroom – see step by step guide for children on our school 

website 

3. Your help to access. Under normal circumstances, the children would not be expected to 

engage at this level of a newly introduced programme without some adult help and 

intervention. Our children become increasingly computer literate as they progress through 

the school, but it is to be expected that they may well need a little support at this stage – 

and our youngest children will need significant help to access and engage. 

4. Your understanding of circumstances. Please understand, that staff are also using this 

programme for the first time without the support of our colleagues around us – if there are 

glitches or mistakes – we apologise in advance. We will try to keep these to a minimum. 

5. Your ‘help with homework’. There has been an enormous flurry of companies offering 

home learning materials and links to websites. We have posted these on our website to 

support with home-schooling, but we are aware that often ‘too much’ can be as ‘too little’. 

Many of these companies are resource banks that we dip into in order to support teaching 

and learning during normal circumstances, therefore activities we intend to set on Google 

Classroom will help to focus on meaningful and appropriate tasks from the overwhelming 

choice. Your child may well need some help to fully understand the requirements of the 

tasks we will set, and our KS1 children will certainly need support. 

6. Your positivity. The work we can set using any distance learning platform cannot possibly 

replace face to face teaching within the dynamics of a classroom. We also fully recognise 

that the current social distancing means children need a huge amount of social and 

emotional support. Together we aim to balance these needs whilst trying to maintain 

children’s enthusiasm for learning and their engagement with school. 

On behalf of all our staff here at St Gregory’s, thank you for your co-operation. Good luck (to us all!) 

next week. Please take care and stay safe. We are missing all our children enormously. 

 

Best wishes, 

Mrs Wilson 

Deputy Head Teacher 

 
You may find the following link to a Youtube Parent’s guide to Google Classroom helpful (although you can 

access GC directly from our school website following log in) 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Iowi-gmbys 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2Iowi-gmbys

