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17.04.2020 
 
Dear Parents, Grandparents and friends of St Aloysius, 
 
I hope that you and your loved ones are well. I’d like to thank you for all of your support,                    
friendship and positivity. The people we are seeing when we deliver food parcels, Easter              
Competition winners, childcare families and our staff appear in remarkably high spirits.  
  
Our leadership team is working on two strategic plans; one is for the continuation of current                
arrangements (to ensure high quality childcare for any family who requires it) and the other               
is the development of a recovery plan for when lockdown ends. Yesterday, we all heard               
about the extension of lockdown. However, at some point either in the Summer term, or               
later, St Aloysius will reopen. I am sure you appreciate, this presents more of a potential                
challenge than the initial process establishing the current arrangements. We will need to             
consider key issues such as health and safety, staffing, transition, and curriculum delivery,             
amongst many other issues. We are examining possible scenarios around how this could             
work, and we will support you in any way possible to ensure that when we do return to more                   
normal arrangements, it will be a smooth process.  
 
I feel blessed that each week I am able to write to you. My weekly newsletters are good for                   
me. I’m not finding the current situation easy. ALL of us are facing new challenges at the                 
moment and mental health matters more than ever. The Duke and Duchess of Cambridge              
made reference to this in a recent TV interview, www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-52308863 . If you’ve             
been feeling anxious and concerned by our changing world, please be assured that you’re              
not alone. Even though what is happening IS causing fear and confusion, I believe we can                
start thinking and feeling differently. I try to remind myself that I can feel calm and positive                 
despite the extreme changes we are seeing around us. Nobody knows what the next few               
months have in store for us. I try to deal with the challenges with a strong sense of realism                   
but having a positive attitude towards the challenges. 
 
Ninety nine and counting ... 
Did you read about the 99-year-old war veteran who walked 100 laps of his garden to raise                 
£14m and counting for the NHS? Captain Tom Moore originally wanted to raise £1,000 for               
NHS Charities Together by completing laps of his garden before his 100th birthday. But, he               
smashed his target after more than 700,000 people made donations to his fundraising page.              
As he finished the challenge, he said: "I feel fine, I hope you're all feeling fine too. I never                   
dreamt I would be involved in such an occasion as this."  

www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-52303859 
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Free School Meals Eligibility 
Many families are now in the process of applying for benefits because of the coronavirus. If                
you think your child may now be eligible to receive free school meals you are encouraged to                 
contact us to check. As the process for applying for benefits / universal credit can take a                 
number of weeks, we want to support you whilst a benefit application is being processed.               
www.southtyneside.gov.uk/article/36382/Free-school-meals- 
 
We have had a few queries about Nursery places for September. Governors will be              
categorising the applications and will write out to those families soon.  
 
Also, did you read about ... 
A 99-year-old great-grandmother who is Britain’s oldest person to have recovered from            
coronavirus. She says it’s all down to her love of marmalade sandwiches, her family jokes               
and her positive outlook. Rita Reynolds, from Stockport, fell ill and her family were told to                
expect the worst. Against all expectations, she has recovered. Her family said, “We were              
certain that was it for her. We didn’t think she would recover. But she has done it!” Reynolds,                  
survived a bomb attack during World War Two, that landed outside her home in Liverpool by                
hiding under the table. She’s looking forward to turning 100 in July. Good on her! 
 
School stuff 
Thanks for all the positivity about our NHS tribute which appeared on Facebook last week.               
The work of the critical workers is remarkable, their bravery - inspiring. Earlier this week, I                
was talking to the parent of a child in school and I was moved by her story. She was telling                    
me about her role as a senior carer in a local residential home. I left the conversation                 
admiring her professionalism, compassion and dedication to the people in her care. I could              
see her personal and professional challenge; the natural desire to stay at home to ensure               
her family was safe with her dedication to the critical work she was doing. I left the                 
conversation in admiration of her and inspired by her work.  
 
Christ in all of us 
I have a teenage daughter in my house and typically she questions most things and any                
decision. The other day she asked, where is God in all of this mess? To be honest, I                  
struggled with my answer. The Archbishop of Lima (Peru) helped me out. He writes,  
“Christ is still present this Easter, despite the challenges all around us. He is in the doctors, 
nurses and medical staff in the hospitals. He is with the humble cleaner of the schools, open 
for childcare. You can see him in the caregivers of the emergency wards; he is there in the 
heroic truck drivers who work through the night to supply our supermarkets, chemists and 

corner shops. You can witness him through the police who patrol our deserted streets. Christ 
collects our rubbish and goes away unnoticed. He is present to those who are not with their 
own families because they are taking care of ours. Christ is everywhere. Brave people show 

Christ’s work when offering their service to their community despite their tiredness and 
personal worry. Christ is shown in a thousand faces.”  
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My response to my daughter’s query was probably not so eloquent. It brings to my mind a                 
beautiful song we listen to in school, www.youtube.com/watch?v=bi9p888x38Q 
 
Stationary and IT equipment 
We want to distribute packs of stationary to every Free School Meal child and those children                
who would benefit from them. The packs are going to include: coloured pencils and pens,               
sharpeners, rubbers, exercise books, scissors, glue and coloured paper. We are also happy             
to loan an ipad to any family who feels it would be beneficial to support their child with                  
distance learning. Contact the school if you would like to receive a stationary pack or would                
like to loan an ipad. We want to support any family who approaches us. 
 
Volunteers: 
The council has asked for volunteers from those who are able to, to consider supporting               
priority areas: inspiresouthtyneside.co.uk/volunteers/i-want-to-volunteer 
 
Projects of Hope 
Earlier this week, Miss Doughty wrote out to our children and outlined our first arts project of                 
hope. We are going to create a virtual choir made up of children, staff, grandparents and                
parents. Anybody can participate and this is the first stage in a series of musical               
extravaganzas: the virtual choir singing a known anthem ‘A Million Dreams’, writing a new              
song and leading towards a St Aloysius festival with our song at the centre. We are excited                 
about our projects - this one, as well as the art and mosaic one which you will find about                   
soon.  st-aloysius.co.uk/st-aloysius-virtual-choir-information 
 
Foodbanks 
I recently read that local fishermen are turning to food banks, as the coronavirus crisis has                
led to plummeting demand, leaving many unable to work to feed their families. This confirms               
what we have seen in Hebburn. Currently, we are supporting families in a range of               
circumstances. You do not need to hit eligibility criteria to access this support, you simply               
need to ask for it. We are offering to support you and anyone you know through a variety of                   
ways: financial support, a frozen home cooked meals service and by delivering food parcels. 
 
Something my Dad says... 

“Everything bad in life is eventually and usually a blessing.” 
I’m not sure this is always true but it has been mostly true for me. Like all the best remarks, it                     
is wise, even if it is over generalised. A breakdown due to over work and stress, a                 
relationship upset, a disappointment about an Ofsted result – they often led to better things               
in time. The phrase reminds me of something Winston Churchill supposedly said on losing              
the 1945 general election. His wife apparently told him that defeat may well have been a                
blessing in disguise. “If this is a blessing, it is indeed well disguised” he replied. A blessing                 
for the country it was. Britain got a new Prime Minister, Clement Attlee and he led us through                  
a time when the welfare state was established, the NHS started and free education began.               
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Though our current blessings may feel well disguised, we must count them. There were              
other upside blessings this week, including: 

Food heroes reaching out to the vulnerable. Two-minute read 
The pandas finally secured enough privacy to mate.10 minutes read 

The politicians returned to medical careers to help in the Covid effort. Two minute read 
What the virus teaches us about hope. Five-minute read 

Breathing new life into the Great Barrier Reef. One-minute, nice pics 
The colour of spring, in all its glory. Two-minute read 

The enzymes that eat plastic.   One minute read 
No going back 
I can’t see my sister, who is a nurse and working all hours. I can’t see my mother and father,                    
in their 70s. But in this radically rearranged world, I am seeing people who were always                
there but I have been blind to and I am belatedly learning to value them as they should                  
always have been valued. These days will come to an end. But we mustn’t go back to the                  
world that we were living in before or unlearn the hard-won lessons of collaboration,              
kindness, empathy and human vulnerability. We mustn’t stop seeing and valuing the delivery             
driver, the hospital cleaner, the care home worker, the person at the checkout, the neighbour               
over the fence, the stranger on the other side of the road, the person in need, the old and the                    
frail and the forgotten, those hidden in life’s shadows. No going back. 
The power of cricket 
My wife, Clare, regularly shakes her head at me. Sunday was no exception. My eldest               
daughter, Rachel and I spent the day listening to the radio rerun of last year’s Headingley                
Test match. The one in which Ben Stokes brilliantly secured a last wicket victory against               
Australia. We listened to coverage of a match where we knew the result, who scored what                
and we cheered every run. We listened, like it was the first time we’d heard what was                 
happening. During the coverage, they always have an interview with someone interesting.            
The guest for this match was the author of ‘Touching the Void.’ This book tells the story of                  
Joe Simpson and Simon Yates who set out to climb a mountain in the Peruvian Andes.  
 
It was 1985 and the men were young, fit, skilled climbers. The remote and treacherous               
mountain had not been climbed before. Following a successful three-and-a-half-day ascent,           
disaster struck. Simpson fell and broke several bones in his leg. With no hope of rescue,                
they decided to attempt the descent together with Yates lowering Simpson 300 feet at a time                
in a slow, painful process that could have been deadly for both. Yates lowered his injured                
partner over a crevasse. It went from steep to vertical and he was no longer able to hold on.                   
Certain they were about to be pulled to their deaths, the only choice was to cut the rope.  
www.theguardian.com/stage/2018/sep/05/we-need-to-hear-bone-splintering-touching-the-void-crashes-on-to-the-stage 

 
What does this story tell us about tough situations? Simpson's survival shows human spirit              
against adversity. How Simpson survived the fall, and made it back is a story that inspires                
me. One that needs to be remembered, told, seen and seen again. The men come across                
as people sometimes out of their depth and scared out of their wits. It is a tale of people                   
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thrown into a nightmare of terrifying life and death choices. It is about agony and terror,                
courage and weakness. I’ve recently told this story to our children in assembly. They might               
remember the assembly as I did it, whilst climbing the apparatus in the school hall.  
 
And finally... 
Don’t forget to let us know if there is someone who requires any practical support (financial,                
food parcel, advice) or if you or someone you know (an isolated friend or grandparent) needs                
a card or a call which might help to cheer them up.  
 
We will share with you the third learning newsletter early next week. Please note: all               
previous distance learning resources are saved on our website. Strength and courage all. 

 
 

Nick Conway 
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