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                               22 April 2020 

To the incredible, brave children of St Aloysius, 
I still miss you. For the last few weeks as I have continued to come into school there is one                    

BIG thing I don’t hear that I usually hear a lot of. NOISE. My life is definitely not the same                    
without the happy hustle and bustle of St Aloysius school life. There is no polite knocking on my                  
office door to show me your brilliant work or tell me a joke. I’m not currently seeing the                  
squashed faces of the Nursery and Reception children as they press themselves against the              
glass of my room to peer inside and I miss the loud chatter our KS1 children make when they                   
are supposed to be lining up quietly. Temporarily, the school feels quiet. It will not last forever. 
 
I still go into your classrooms each day, most of them are silent shells, waiting for your happy                  
return. You will return one day. At some point in the future, our rooms will be filled again by the                    
beautiful noise of our incredible children, staff and volunteers. I don’t know when this will be but I                  
do know that I am really looking forward to it. I know that I will see you at some point in the                      
future. Brilliant scientists are working hard to solve this tricky problem, they tell us that this strange                 
time will end. In some places around the world, like China and Germany, they are now starting to                  
let schools reopen, this will happen for our school too. It happened in those countries because                
people followed the rules and stayed at home; it is important that we continue to follow what the                  
government is telling us to do, regardless of how hard it is. 
 
I have heard some exceptional stories about the kindness, role modeling and work being              
done by you at home. Well done. I know it is strange for us all but being a positive force for                     
good in your family is really important. Continue to show your family the best version of                
yourself, they need to see this. The adults in your life will be finding this situation very                 
challenging! 
 
Over the last few weeks we have had about twenty five children in school each day, in normal                  
times we have 500! The children who are coming to school are the children of the brilliant key                  
workers who are doing their jobs to ensure we are all safe. These wonderful children are                
keeping our staff happy because they are doing lots of exciting activities. They have brilliant, fun                
loving personalities and they are sharing their positivity with us, like you will be doing with                
your adults. Our staff are working hard to offer them stability - in return they are giving us joy. 
 
I am proud of you wherever you are now, we pride ourselves on our strong community spirit. In                  
our school, you matter the most. Our staff have been touched by the support we have                
received. I have recently opened lots of lovely cards, emails and read some letters from you and                 
your adults with kind messages. We love receiving these.  
 
Our teachers have tried to give you manageable homework packs with clear messages to your               
adults on what to do during this strange time. Do your best with the homework but don’t worry                  
about it. Try hard to do it on your own, if you can - I want families to spend quality time                     
together. The last thing I want is to put any extra pressure on your brilliant mams and dads                  
during these challenging times. Simply do your best with your work and remember that the               
blue sky is always there, even if we can’t see it sometimes.  
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Make it an absolute priority that you shower the adults in your life with love, helpfulness and                 
kindness. We are all very confused about what is happening in the world at the moment, and your                  
positivity will bring joy into your homes.  
 
Home Learning Newsletter 3 
Every week staff are writing a Home Learning newsletter and saving it on the website to                
support you when you are working away from school. Please visit the Home Learning section               
of our website and click on your year group. Don’t forget, we also have the Whole School Learning                  
section of the website with a range of resources, this is being updated all the time. If you would like                    
a stationery pack or iPad to help you, ask your parents to contact school and we will send you                   
one.  
 
Internet Safety 
I am aware that we are all spending more time online. It is important that you stay safe when                   
using the internet. There are lots of activities you can do at home to help you do this: each week                    
CEOP are releasing #OnlineSafetyatHome activity packs. They remind you of the importance of             
looking after yourself when you are playing online games, browsing the internet or on social media.                
Please visit: www.thinkuknow.co.uk. If your adults have let you use the internet; be kind to the                
people you communicate with online, only communicate with people you know in person             
and use websites which the adults in your life have said you can look at. If you see or hear                    
something which you don’t like, tell a trusted adult.  
 
My Dad carried me 
A few years ago I went through a sad time and I spent a lot of time walking on the beautiful                     
beaches of Northumberland with my Dad. There were times I wanted to give in and stop walking                 
the path I had chosen but my Dad shared with me a poem that still provides me with comfort. I                    
have read this to you many times in assembly. The poem reminds me of the great strength I find                   
when I see Jesus working through people's actions. I love positive role modelling. Jesus wasn’t               
perfect, he made mistakes, he sometimes lost his temper and his friends occasionally let him               
down. Despite this, I admire the way he transformed the lives of others by being a good                 
influence on others. He showed us, he was very human, like me and you, with all the                 
weaknesses that we have. He told his friends to be brave, be a powerful role model and a                  
great force for good in our world. You are brave, powerful and a positive force for good too.  

 
Thanks for your positivity, your strength and friendship. After this strange time has ended, we               
will enjoy each other’s company again. You will sit at your desk again and you will tidy your                  
trays! I look forward to your return. 

Mr Nick Conway 
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My good friend Miss Doughty has asked to write to you too … 
 
 
Hello children, Miss Doughty here! 
I am super impressed with the recordings you have been sending me for our virtual choir, now I                  
need your help to create a magnificent piece of artwork for our school! Our Art Project of Hope is                   
going to be called ‘Draw your HOPE!’ It is going to be based around the hopes and dreams we                   
have for ourselves, our friends and our families once this challenging lockdown time is over. We                
are going to be working with an award winning artist called Greg McGee. Your parents and                
grandparents can join in too and send an entry. Greg is a very talented friend of our school who                   
runs his own art gallery in York. His art style is a mixture of Tintin, Asterix and modern Manga. He                    
is keen to encourage creativity in you. Greg is going to help guide you all in drawing, colouring, and                   
in your creation of a comic book style illustration. He will put all of your drawings together and                  
design a multi-frame montage, printed as a person-sized canvas for exhibition in school. We need               
as many people to send in drawings as possible so that you are all represented. 
 

 
  

Greg did this with Y6 last year, it is now in the Y3 corridor. 
 

Greg has produced some step by step instructions to help you to create your drawing which I have                  
attached on to the end of this letter. He has also created a video explaining what to do. You can                    
watch this using the link www.youtube.com/watch?v=XrY9_0TxRqc. 
 
If you need any pens or pencils to help you get started please let us know and we can arrange for                     
some to be sent out to you. All work should be sent to art@st-aloysius.co.uk  
 
Your file should contain your name, year group and teacher name e.g. Joe Bloggs, Year 1 RH. You                  
need to have the artwork back to me by Tuesday 28th April. 
  
Happy drawing! I can't wait to see your beautiful work! Next week, I will ask you to sing for me                    
again with the next task in the Music Project of Hope.  
 
Miss Doughty 
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