
Year 5: ‘My Learning Newsletter 4’

A message from your teachers... Other curriculum focus...

Hello, Year Five…

We can’t express enough how proud we all are of each and every one of you. The way you 
have adapted to the challenges that lockdown has brought has been incredible. You are all 

truly amazing. We miss you so much - from the laughs we share when learning, to the 
challenges we face together. We can’t wait to reunite again!

This week we have once again been given the opportunity to talk to many of you. It has 
been great to hear about the home learning that you have been doing. We have noticed 

some huge improvements on Times Tables Rockstars. Well done! It has also been lovely to 
hear about all of the fun activities you are all doing. From football sessions through zoom 

to baking and even gardening. It makes us so proud that you are continuing to thrive.

Continue to shine, remember to be patient, caring and respectful whilst at home and show 
the world how truly amazing you really are!

Best wishes, 
Miss Carabine, Mr Haley, Miss Kelly and Mrs Docherty x

Science

In science, we are going to be exploring the properties and changes of materials. 
To begin, we need to learn the vocabulary we need to know and understand to be 
able to use it when we are working. We would like you to complete the table 
attached to resource card one by finding the definitions of each of the words listed 
(this table is also available on Google Classroom as an assignment if you wish to 
complete this activity straight on there). 

Once you have completed this task, we would like you to try to find different 
materials or resources around your house that you think would match up with each 
of the definitions. For example, for something magnetic you might choose to list 
your fridge or freezer. We would like you to list the different resources you find 
which fit into each category in the table on resource card two. Again, if you wish 
to type your answers straight onto Google Classroom, simply find the assignment 
and type straight onto that document. 

Happy hunting! 

English

For your English work this week, you are going to be innovating the story of Alex Rider 
‘Stormbreaker’. Please complete the activities attached on the coming slides. If you would 
like, you may share your stories with us through Google Docs. We would love to see them!

Maths

For your maths work this week please find your maths class page and complete the 
different tasks set and remember to continue to use the Times Table Rockstar app to 

maintain your multiplication and division knowledge. 

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details and visit google classroom



Y5BC - Maths Activity One

For your first activity, we are going to think about the work we have just been doing on fractions and test your knowledge. Please complete the questions on this 
slide and the next for activity one. 



Y5BC - Maths Activity One

Remember to use your 
previous home learning 
packs if you need to to 
remind you of how to 

convert. 

Times Tables Rockstars challenge: 

Challenge yourself this week to beat your personal best and challenge a friend.



Y5BC - Maths Activity Two
For maths activity two we are going to be looking at decimals. We have looked at decimals before so think back to how we have been using the place value grid to 
help us. To help you with this, White Rose Maths (the scheme we follow in school) have created a helpful video for you to watch which explains what to do. For 

this activity, I would like you to go to the following webpage: https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/ and then click on Week 1 (don’t click on Summer 
Term Week 1 as we aren’t up to this bit yet). Watch the video that is attached to lesson one - decimals up to 2 dp. Watch it all of the way through and once you 
have done this I would like you to complete questions 1 to 4. The answers are also attached on that website, but you may only look at these to check your 

work once you have finished it. 
CHALLENGE: If you would like to challenge yourself today, please try questions 5 and 6. 

1. 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/


Y5BC - Maths Activity Three
For maths activity three, we are going to be doing some more work on decimals. This time we are going to be thinking about representing decimals as fractions. 

To help you do this, we are going to need to look at the hundreds square below. The hundreds square represents one whole. It has been divided or split into one 
hundred parts. If we added together all of these parts we would get 100/100 or 1.00 which is the same as one whole. 

One part is equal to one hundredth (0.01) so if we shaded in one box, as shown, we would have one hundredth. To write this as a decimal, we would simply put one 
counter in the hundredth column so it would be 0.01 because we have no ones and no tenths but must put a placeholder to hold the value and we would then write 

one for the hundredth. To write this as a fraction we would write ⅟₁₀₀ as we have one of the one hundred parts. 
Once you have read this, please watch the video on the following webpage; https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/ lesson two - decimals as fractions 

and then complete the questions on the following slide.

0    .    0      1

One box shaded = 0.01 because one of the hundred parts is 
shaded.

One box shaded could also be written as ⅟₁₀₀ because one of the 
hundred parts is shaded.  

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/


Y5BC - Maths Activity Three
Please complete activities one to four. If you would like to challenge yourself, you may complete questions 5 and 6. This is not compulsory but would really stretch 

your thinking. Again, the answers to these questions are on the web page with the video but please do not view this until you have done the work. 

1. 2. 3. 

4. 5. 6. 



Y5GH - Maths Challenge One

1) 45678 + 3429 =

2) 12045 + 1995 =

3) 77632 + 5107 =

4) 30567 + 2280 =

5) 56091 + 8104 =

6) 21445 - 1421 = 

7) 48231 - 7301 = 

8) 77632 - 9234 =

9) 60251 - 6102 =

10) 13459 - 3100 =

 

Problem solving and reasoning

Work out the missing number

Problem solving and reasoning

At a weekend summer fair, £14673 was raised on the Saturday and 
£16432 was taken on the Sunday. At a similar fair in winter, £18347 
was raised on the Saturday and £10284 was taken on the Sunday.                                                                    

 a) How much was raised altogether?                                                           
 b) How much more was raised at the summer fair than at the winter fair?

Problem solving and reasoning

Rosie completes this subtraction incorrectly.

Explain the mistake she has made and correct it for her.

Addition & Subtraction

Challenge 
Write your answers out in words as well as numbers. 

Eg. forty two thousand, three hundred and twenty one.

http://res.publicdomainfiles.com/pdf_view/2/13489777212478.png


Y5GH - Maths Challenge Two

1) 387651 - 10876 = 

2) 450191 - 150101 = 

3) 981091 + 34000 = 

4) 810378 + 21304 = 

5) 812345 - 12345 = 

6) 663214 + 32002 = 

7) 291308 + 70812 = 

8) 789123 - 41003 = 

9) 357801 + 90126 = 

10) 227916 - 23810 = 

 

Problem solving and reasoning

Work out the missing number

Problem solving and reasoning

A car dealer checks his stock of cars. He has 6 cars for sale.
The prices of the cars are: 
£5000, £6700, £8400, £11450, 13450 and £14400.
He sells two cars and the total value of his stock is now £40,000.
        
What was the value of each of the two cars he sold? 

Problem solving and reasoning

True or False?

Explain why her method works. 
Can you think of another example?

Addition & Subtraction

Challenge 
Write your answers out in words as well as numbers. 

Eg. forty two thousand, three hundred and twenty one.

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/1/1f/2d_car.jpg


Y5GH - Maths Challenge Three

1)                                                                                

 2) 

Addition & Subtraction       Use the place value counters to add the numbers below.

Challenge 
Write your answers out in words as well as numbers. 

Eg. forty two thousand, three hundred and twenty one.

3) True or False?

     

4) True or False?

5) 83291 + 1290 + 11821 =

6) 44058 + 13239 + 2001 =

7) 31001 + 12991 + 5432 = 

8) 71865 + 34822 + 1000 = 

9) 61345 - 20128 - 2134 =

10) 32010 - 9770 - 65 =

11) Complete the bar model below

 



Y5GH - Maths Challenge Three

Tom adds three numbers 
together and gets the total 

845631.
Two of the numbers are 65743 

and 42899
What is the third number?

 

Problem solving and reasoning

Complete the pyramid using 
addition and subtraction.

Problem solving and reasoning

A football stadium has 48654 seats.

24651 of the seats are used by season ticket holders, 
1644 seats are in boxes and 1423 are used by guests of 

the club.

How many seats are available for sale?

Problem solving and reasoning

    
     Which estimate 
      is inaccurate? 

  Explain your answer

A factory has a stock of 51,764 boxes.
36,699 boxes are used.

How many boxes are left?

 

Katy adds 
587645, 674677 and 28546.

To check she rounds the 
numbers to the nearest 

hundred thousand. 

She says, ‘My answer should be 
about 1,300,000,’

What mistake could Katy have 
made in her rounding?

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/thumb/6/6e/Football_%28soccer_ball%29.svg/964px-Football_%28soccer_ball%29.svg.png


English Activity One 

Within your home learning, we are going to finish our fiction unit 
on Stormbreaker. 

Last week, we asked you to imitate the story. This is when you 
stick quite closely to the text but change key details to make it 

your own. Now, we are going to ask you to write your very own 
innovated adventure-action story. 

To help you do this, we are setting you two English tasks. The 
reason you only have two tasks this week instead of three is to 

ensure you spend enough quality time writing your story. In class 
we would usually give you two lessons to write so please spend 

the same length of time on this story.

For activity one, we would like you complete your new 
innovation boxing up sheet. When innovating, you use all of our 
own ideas and details and it does not have to be linked to Alex 

Rider at all. All we do ask, is that it does follow the structure set 
out in the boxing up. 

Please try to be as imaginative and creative as you want. 
Remember to include one or a few main characters, some sort of 

villain or evil character, a problem that the main character/ 
characters have to overcome, a description of how the villain or 
evil character is defeated and finally a reward that is awarded to 

the main character/(s) for their efforts. 

Boxing up

The full size template is on the next slide.

Remember that when boxing up, we write your ideas in note form or short sentences. It is 
not meant to be a smaller version of your story. It is a prompt to use when writing. 



Alex Rider - Boxing up (Innovation)

            

Innovation

Opening

Introduce the main character/ characters. Describe 
their current life/ setting etc. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Build up

A villain, monster or evil character appears and 
begins to cause some problems. At this stage your MC 

may or may not be aware of the MC’s actions. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Problem

The villain causes real problems for the MC. The MC 
struggles to defeat the villain.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Resolution

MC finally manages to defeat the villain in the story.

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________

Ending

The MC is rewarded for all of their efforts when 
defeating the villain. 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________________________________



English Activity Two 

Writing your innovated version

Your second task is to write your innovated story. This may take a 
couple of days and may require a lot of thought as all of the ideas 

in this story are your own. Therefore, you shouldn’t really be 
using much (if any) of the Alex Rider story. 

Make sure that you follow your boxing up, as we do in class, and 
also make use of the toolkit we have included in the box to the 

left.

As we said last week, make sure that you write a story not a 
recount. Stories are far more interesting when they have 

description and detail. Readers love to build up a picture in their 
mind about what is happening.  

We would love for you to share your stories with us and your 
friends through Google Classroom. To do this, simply login 

and share the word file with the class.  

Like last week try to also include some of the grammatical 
features below. If you are struggling to remember any terms, BBC 

bitesize have useful tips.

relative clauses       expanded noun phrases       modal verbs      
similes and metaphors                 dashes and hyphens           

varied punctuation    
ambitious vocabulary used for effect        fronted adverbials 

Adventure story toolkit

Feature How to include it. Things to avoid.

Character 
description in the 

introduction

● Drip feed in details about your 
character.

● Use ambitious vocabulary for 
a purpose.

● Describe a character’s 
personality as well as 

appearance - use show not tell.

● Avoid over describing a character in one 
big chunk of writing. 

● Avoid using ambitious words for the 
sake of it. 

● Don’t state how a character’s feeling, 
show it e.g. Head sunken, Alex 

meandered across the hallway awaiting 
dreadful news. 

Build suspense ● Space out your details.
● Use cliffhangers and ellipsis.

● Leave out details to be 
discovered as your story 

progresses.

● Avoid giving everything away at the 
beginning or early on in your story. 

● Don’t over use cliffhangers or ellipsis. 
Used sparingly, they have a greater 

effect. 

Creating a good 
pace 

● Vary your sentence lengths and 
structures. 

● Include speech to change the 
tone of the story.

● Drip feed in elements of drama 
when introducing your 

problem.

● Avoid starting every sentence the 
same way e.g. with a fronted 

adverbial. 
● Avoid writing your whole problem in 

one go, remember this is a story not a 
recount. 

● Don’t recount the story.



Resource Card One: Science
Complete the following table by finding definitions to the following words. We will be using these new words in our science work over the next couple of weeks. If it is 

easier, we have uploaded the same table onto Google Classroom as a slides document so you may log on and type your answers on there. If you do this, remember to 
submit your work once you have finished. 

Word Definition

magnetic

reflective 

absorbent

permeable

translucent

flexible

flammable

insulating

transparent



Resource Card Two: Science
Complete the table by finding objects/ materials in your household or outside that would meet each definition. If it is easier, we have uploaded the same table onto 
Google Classroom as a slides document so you may log on and type your answers on there. If you do this, remember to submit your work once you have finished. 

Word An item in your household or outside which is...

magnetic

reflective 

absorbent

permeable

translucent

flexible

flammable

insulating

transparent


