
Year 1: ‘My Learning Newsletter’

A message from your teachers... Other curriculum focus...

Hello again children! All of your teachers are still very proud of you for how you are 
behaving at home. Some of us have spoken to you again recently and it made our day 

hearing your voices! It was amazing to hear what kind of fun things you have all been up 
to. It also sounds like lots of you had a lovely Easter and were very lucky to get lots of 

Easter eggs. Please keep being good boys and girls for your parents and people at home 
as they are also finding this a very challenging time, and like you, they will be missing 

their friends too. 
We hope and pray to see you all soon. Keep smiling and being positive because hopefully 

this is almost over. We can’t wait to see how much you have all grown up!

Lots of love,
From all your teachers xxx

RE
During this difficult time it is very important we look after ourselves and our 
families. Jesus loves looking after people and always helps others whenever 

he can. Lots of people in our world are making us very proud during this 
time.  I want you to think about something you have done during your time 

off school which has helped somebody and made them proud. 

If you can’t think of anything, think of something that you could do to help 
somebody. 

Once you have your idea, your task is to:

1. Write down how you have helped or are going to help somebody 
whilst you have been off school in a full sentence. 

2. Draw a picture of you helping that person. 

3. Colour it in! :-) 

English

Complete the activities on the slides. There is a phonics activity as well as two writing 
activities focusing on the use of adjectives. 
Use the ‘Year One common exception word sheet’ for spelling the more ‘trickier’ words. 
Try to practise spelling these words daily.

Maths

Complete the three challenges on the slides. Remember, you can use a range of methods 
including, mental methods, the number line/50 number grid, pictorial methods or objects. 
Continue practising number bonds to 10 as well as counting in 2s. 5s and 10s.

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details



Maths Challenge One

Arithmetic

1. 11 - 3 =
2. 14 + 10 =
3. 8 - 8 =
4. What is one less than 15?
5. What is half of 12?
6. 25 + 7 =
7. What is double 20?
8. 18 - 6 =
9. 48 - 5 = 

10. What is the next number in the 
sequence - 12, 14, 16, 18, ____

Problem solving and reasoning
‘Addition’

There are 21 people on a bus and another 9 people get on. How 
many people are on the bus now?

In the fruit bowl there are 17 oranges and 6 apples. How many 
apples and oranges are there altogether?

Maths in and around your home…

Count how many clocks you have in your home. If you were 
given another 5, how many would you have altogether?
 



Maths Challenge Two

Arithmetic

1. 20 - 3 =
2. 18 + 12 =
3. What is one less that 20?
4. 15 - 4 = 
5. What is half of 14?
6. 31 + 4 =
7. 31 - 4 =
8. 23 + 10 =
9. 50 - 5 = 

10. What is the next number in the 
sequence - 13, 15, 17, 19, ____

Problem solving and reasoning
‘Subtraction’

28 people are sitting on the beach. 9 of them decide to go home. 
How many people are left?

There are 18 bars of chocolate in the cupboard. 6 of them are 
eaten. How many bars of chocolate are left?

Maths in and around your home...

Count how many phones there are in your house. If 2 of them 
were broken, how many phones would be working?



Maths Challenge Three

Arithmetic

1. 10 + 20 =
2. 40 - 10 =
3. What is one more than 49?
4. What is one less than 50?
5. 36 - 12 = 
6. What is half of 18?
7. 22 + 22 = 
8. 19 - 7 =
9. What is double 20?

10. What is the missing number?
5, 10, 15, 20, ____, 30, 35, 40.

Problem solving and reasoning
‘Doubling’

There were 12 pigs in the farm in the morning. By the afternoon, 
the amount of pigs had doubled. How many pigs were there 
now?

There were 10 children in the soft play but the amount soon 
doubled. How many children are in the soft play now?

Maths in and around your home…

Count how many chairs are in your house. How many would you 
have if you doubled them?



Literacy Activity One 

With your child, build each of the suggested words 
using paper/post it notes. Encourage them to say the 
sound as they build it.

Once they have built the word, they will write it down. 
Encourage them to say the sounds as they write it.

Challenge: Can your child write a sentence using each 
of the words?

Don’t assume your child knows the meaning of each 
word, you may need to use dictionaries/search 

engines.

Phonics - ‘oy’ sound

These are the different spellings that spell the sound ‘oy’
oi, oy

oi - boil, choice, coil, coin, join, moist, 
noise, oil, soil, toilet, voice.

oy - boy, enjoy, joy, loyal, oyster
Roy, royal, toy.

oi

l

b b oi  l



Literacy Activity Two

Setting Description

In class we have used lots of adjectives in our 
sentences.

Can you write a paragraph describing this setting?

 Who might live inside? Are they friendly?  

Can you include:
● What you might see, smell, feel and hear as 

you are heading inside the cave?

Starter:

As I tiptoed towards the dark, frightening cave, I heard 
a sound. Large waves crashed against the rocks and 

the sound echoed from the cave...

Word Bank

scary     dark       deep       water 

 waves      bushes      shadows     echo    damp

freezing cold water      friendly     crashing



Literacy Activity Three 

Story writing
These three children are all friends. They are going to go on 
an adventure together. I want you to write a story 
describing their adventure. 
Think about what you and your friends would like to do 
when you see each other again (soft play, the park, the 
beach, etc)

Can you include:
● Beginning - a description of the three characters - 

names, personalities, appearance
● Middle - where they go on their journey, a problem 

that occurs during their adventure and how each 
character feels.

● Ending - The problem is resolved and the children 
are safe.

Example Starter: 
It was a lovely summer's day and three best friends were 

super excited to spend the day with each other. They hadn’t 
seen each other for a while so they couldn’t wait to have fun 
together. Their names were ____________, ___________ 

and ______________. 

Word Bank

friends     adventure    play     activities    travelling

determined      running       anxious      joyful  

amazed     shocked     delicious    crazy
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