
Reception: ‘My Learning Newsletter’

English Maths

Mr Gumpy’s Outing… Our new story that we will be focusing upon is called 
‘Mr Gumpy’s Outing’. We would love it if you could read the story (which you 
will find on the slides attached) and even have a go at creating your own story 
map! Remember, you can include keywords on your story map next to each 
picture that you draw.

Sentence building… On the ‘Literacy Activity 2’ slide, you will find some 
sentences that are all muddled up… We need your help! 
Do you think you could sort the sentences so that they make sense?

Phonics… In Reception, we do phonics EVERY. SINGLE. DAY! 
When we were at school, we built words on a daily basis to make sure that we 
were always practising the different sounds that we know. We would                 
love it if you could build some words each day. You can use the                     
wordlist on the phonics slide to help you think of words to write                      
based upon our phonic knowledge.

This week we are going to set you some NEW Maths challenges. Some of the 
challenges are going to include addition and subtraction:

Addition- Remember when we add two numbers together the total will get 
bigger!!!
Subtraction- Remember when we take numbers away our answer will get 
smaller!!! 
(Please remember to use objects from around your home such as; sweets, socks, 
stones to support your learning)      

There are some fun activities for you to complete too...one of them involves using a 
paper aeroplane!!! 

We are also going to include a recipe for you and your grown ups to follow (it is a 
fun way to look at numbers and a great way to use mathematical language...we 
know lots of you have been doing lots of baking at home...Well done!!

Learning Project: ‘Up, up and away’ Parents info...

As you know our new topic is called ‘Up up and away’ and each week we will try 
to visit somewhere new around the world. Last week we visited Hebburn and you 
were asked to makes maps of your local area...we can’t wait to see them!! 
This week we are going to visit LONDON!!!
London is our capital city and it is a very exciting place. In the attached slides you 
will find lots of famous landmarks in London such as Buckingham Palace and Big 
Ben. We wonder if you could find out about each of the famous landmarks in 
London...we are looking forward to seeing what you have found out already!!                          

Parents...we would love to continue updating your child’s learning journals. We 
have created an email address which will allow you to send anything that your 
children have been up to. This can be anything from baking to writing their number 
bonds to ten. Alongside the piece of work/photograph you send, please write a little 
summary about the activity and we will write it up in their books. Thank you SO 
much to those who have already sent things in, we have LOVED looking at what 
you have been up to in these strange times. We thank you for your continued 
support!! The Reception Team xx       receptionclassjournals@st-aloysius.co.uk 

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details

mailto:receptionclassjournals@st-aloysius.co.uk


Maths Challenge 

Addition

Try these: (Remember to uses resources from around the house to 
help you)

3 + 1 =

0 + 6 =

5 + 5 =

7 + 4 =

10 + 3 =

12 + 2 =

18 + 2 =

Patterns

Can you complete the following patterns:

 

Maths around the home: 

Can you find: 

5 doors                                                     10  shoes                                            2 forks

4 cups/glasses                                           1 window                                          18 stones

7 pillows/cushions                                    6 spoons                                            20 socks 



Maths Challenge 

Subtraction

Try these: (Remember to uses resources from around the house to 
help you)

10 - 1 =

4 - 2 =

15 - 5 =

8 - 3 =

19 - 4 = 

7 - 0 = 

17- 11 = 

Measure 

With the help of your grown up make two paper aeroplanes!!

Now for the fun part...you are going to compete against each 
other to see who can throw their aeroplanes the furthest. Each 
time you throw your aeroplanes I want you to use your 
mathematical language to talk about where it has landed.

For example- next to, under, longest, shortest, furthest...

 

Think Carefully:

Can you fill in the missing numbers…

1, ___, 3, ___, 5, ___, ___, 8, 9, ___

20, 19, ___, 17, 16, ___, 14, ___, 12, ___, ___, 9, 8, ___, 6, ___ 



Literacy Activity One  

On the following slides 
you will find the story of 
Mr Gumpy’s Outing.

We hope you enjoy it!



Mr Gumpy’s Outing                                          

                                    This is Mr Gumpy. He lives in a little cottage by a river and owns a boat. One sunny day, he 
                                    decided to go out in his boat. 
 
  
                                   Then they saw a rabbit who said “ Can I come too?” “Yes, but don’t hop about.”

                                  “I’d like a ride too” meowed the cat. “OK” said Mr Gumpy “ but you mustn’t chase the rabbit.

                                  “Will you take me?” barked the dog. “Yes” said Mr Gumpy “ but don’t tease the cat.

                                  “May I come please?” oinked the pig. “OK, but don’t muck about.”

                                  “Have you a place for me?” bleated the sheep. “Yes, but don’t keep bleating.”

                                  “Can we come too?” squawked the chickens. “Yes, but don’t flap” Mr Gumpy said.

                                  “Can you make room for me?”mooed the cow. “Yes, but don’t trample about”.

                                  “May I come too?” asked the goat. “OK, but don’t kick.”

“May we come with you?” asked the children. “Yes” said Mr Gumpy “ but don’t squabble.”
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Mr Gumpy’s Outing

For a while they went happily along in the boat until…….

The goat kicked, the cow trampled, the chickens flapped, the sheep bleated, the pig mucked 
about, the dog teased the cat, the cat chased the rabbit, the rabbit hopped, the children 
squabbled and the boat tipped 

…….and they all fell into the water!

So Mr Gumpy, the goat, the cow, the chickens, the sheep, the pig, the dog, the cat, the rabbit 
and all the children swam to the bank and climbed out to dry in the hot sun.

Eventually Mr Gumpy said,”Let’s walk home across the fields. It’s almost time for tea.”

After tea they all said goodbye. “Come for a ride again another day,” said Mr Gumpy.

The end.
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Literacy Activity Two 

Sentence building
You can either print this slide off, or write the words in each sentence and cut them yourself! 

Ask your child to read each word and put them in order so they make sense. Then, they can stick the words on a piece of paper. 
Once they’ve done that, ask them to read the sentence again. 

1

2

3

4

5

6

7



Phonics

These are all of the sounds that we have learnt so far during our time in Reception:

a, i, m, s, t, n, o, p, b, c, g, h, d, e, f, v, k, l, r, u, j, w, z, x and  y.

We have also learnt these sounds. Sometimes we spell a word with two letters, they have “two letters but just one sound” 

ff, ll, ss, zz, sh, th, ch and tch

We would love it if you could practise building words. On the next slide, you will see some examples of words that you could 
build using your phonic knowledge. 

Don’t worry if you struggle to build words with 4 and 5 sounds… make sure you are confident with building words with 3 
sounds first!

CHALLENGE
Can you read 10 words correctly in 30 seconds?

Zip            jet          win          box            pond          jam          wig          job        desk        wet           jazz         rot        list         kid          bed               
      
         fuss         kit          gum           six             will           best         elf           best        and         twig          skin      fluff       press      crust



Phonics

Below you will find examples of various words that we can build using our phonic knowledge. 

Remember, keep practising reading and writing your high frequency words which were listed on our previous newsletter.

CHALLENGE: 
Ask your grown-up to read some words (just one at a time) and see how many of them you can write in 1 minute… make sure you say the 

sounds as your write them!

Number of sounds Examples of words Example of words using two letters but just one sound

2 in, on, at, am, it off

3 top, dog, cat, mat, sat, sit, bin, pig, hen, leg and ant. fuzz, buzz, mess, miss, less, loss, boss, bell, fill and bill

4 frog, spin, twin, plug, flag, clip, stop and drum. dress, smell, gruff, sniff, and swill

5 twist, grand, plank, drink, strap, crank and scrub.



Topic- Up up and away

This week on our visit around the world we are landing in...London! London is a very important place, it is our capital city. 
Below there are lots of pictures famous landmarks in London. I wonder if you can write a short sentence about some of the 

landmarks. When you are finished you might want to have a go drawing or painting some of the landmarks. 

Big Ben

Buckingham Palace
The London 

Eye

Tower Bridge The 
Tube/Underground

Houses of Parliament 



Mental Health

We know how much you will be missing all of your lovely friends from school. 
Why don’t you try making a friendship flower? 

In each of the petals you can write the names of your friends, you can have as many petals as you want...the more the better!!!
In the middle of your flower you could draw a picture of you altogether.

Take some time to think about why your friends make you happy?
What do you like to do together?

Think of a time where you all laughed and smiled. 

We can’t wait to be back with our friends in Reception xx 



Recipe of the week...

Both Mrs Backhurst and Miss Cunningham have been doing lots of baking and cooking during these past few weeks. We would 
love to share some of the recipes we have been using for you to try at home. 

PLEASE share any pictures of anything you have made with us, we can’t wait to see them...YUM! 

Victoria Sponge Cake

Ingredients                                                                                                                                         For the buttercream

4 large free-range eggs                                                                                                                 

225g (1 cup + 2 tbsp) caster sugar, plus extra for sprinkling

225g/(1 3/4 cups) self-raising flour

1 level tsp baking powder

225g (1 cup) unsalted butter, softened

4 tbsp jam (strawberry or raspberry

 100g/3½oz unsalted butter, softened

                                                                                                                                                                    
200g/7oz icing sugar, sifted

                                                                                                                                                                                  
2 tbsp milk

Pastry Chef Backhurst
Pastry Chef Cunningham



Recipe of the week...

Victoria Sponge Cake

Method

Preheat the oven to 180C/160C Fan and grease and line two 20cm/8in cake tins

Mix all the cake ingredients together
1. Measure the sugar, flour, baking powder and butter into a mixing bowl. Break the eggs into a small bowl, then add to your mixture.

2. Use a stand mixer or hand mixer to combine everything together until it’s well mixed. Stop once everything has mixed in and there are no 

more lumps of butter, don’t over mix it.

Bake your cakes

1. Divide the mixture between each tin. We only have one 20cm tin so I used scales to make sure I was putting half in, baked it, then made the 

other. If you have two tins, put a spoon into each in turn until it’s divided evenly.

2.  Use a spatula to gently smooth the surface of the cake.

3. Bake each cake on the middle shelf of your oven for 20-25 minutes. They’re done when they are golden brown and the edges are coming 

away from the tins.

4. Remove from the oven and cool for a few minutes in the tin before taking the cakes out the tins to cool further on a wire rack.



Recipe of the week...

Victoria Sponge Cake

Method-

Make the buttercream
1. Measure the butter and put in a large bowl. If it’s not soft blast it in the microwave for a few seconds (not long enough to melt it).

2. Weigh the icing sugar then add some to your butter and beat together. Add the rest along with a table spoon of milk. Beat until the mixture is 

smooth and creamy.

3. Spoon the buttercream into a piping bag, fitted with a large plain nozzle.

Assemble the cake
1. Put one cake onto a serving plate, spoon the jam on top and spread it out. Pipe the buttercream on top.

2. Place the other sponge on top, and sprinkle with caster sugar to serve

ENJOY!!!!


