
Year 2: ‘My Learning Newsletter’

A message from your teachers... Other curriculum focus...

History

English

This week we are going to be thinking about the story of ‘The Elves and the 
Shoemaker’.  To read the story please visit Year Two Home Learning on our 
website, then the Bitesize link from our Daily Online Learning Section and 
download the pack.  You can read it from the pack or listen to it on Soundcloud.

Maths

It is important that we continue to work on our arithmetic, reasoning and have a 
little bit of fun carrying out maths around our homes.  Don’t forget the methods 
we use for each operation!  Keep up the times tables on Times Table Rockstars!

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details

Our Lovely Children of Year Two,
We can’t believe we are all preparing for another 
week without hearing your infectious laughs, your 
wonderful stories and receiving your special 
cuddles. Where is the time going? 
We know that you’re all working incredibly hard 
and staying positive during these challenging times 
and we couldn’t be prouder of you. You have shown 
great strength, resilience and determination when 
completing your independent work, we are so 
impressed Year 2. Keep it up! 

This week you have brought us so much joy with your beautiful pictures of rainbows. It was 
gorgeous seeing  your smiling faces and we can’t believe how grown up you’re all looking. We 
miss you but look forward to hearing your voices this week on our very special phone calls. Keep 
being the amazing children that you are! All our love, as always your teachers  x x x x 

Jump aboard the Year Two Spaceship!  This 
week we are going to learn about our past 
which is called history.
We are going to be learning about a man 
called Neil Armstrong.  We can’t wait to 
hear all of your questions which you may 
have about Neil Armstrong and to see how 
much you may learn about him.

We would like you to visit the ‘Bitesize’ 
section from our ‘Year Two Home 
Learning’ section on the website.  

Have fun watching the videos and reading 
the facts about Neil Armstrong.  

We are sure that you are going to learn a lot 
about Neil and can’t wait to find out some 
new facts from you too!



Maths Challenge One

Arithmetic

1. 7 + 2 =
2. 99 + 10 =
3. 20 + 40 + 40 =
4. ___ = 81 - 38
5. 6 x 5 =
6. 90 + 10 =
7. One third of 15 =
8. 8 + 6 =
9. 52 - 7 = 

10. 74 -10 - 10 =

Problem solving and reasoning
‘Addition’

There is a panda, horse and ladybird.  The panda is ____ cm tall, the horse is ____cm tall 
and the ladybird is ______ cm tall. What is the combined total of each animals height? 

Maths in and around your home…

Collect 5 items that you can hold in your hands. 
Now order the items from tallest to shortest. 



Maths Challenge Two

Arithmetic

1. 10 - 7 = 
2. 2 + 7 + 5 =
3. 50 + ___ = 80
4. ____ = 9 x 2 
5. 27 + 10 + 10 = 
6. One half of 16 = 
7. 80 divided by 10 = 
8. 7 x 2 = 
9. 56 + ___ = 61

10. 3 quarters of 20 = 

Problem solving and reasoning
‘Subtraction’

There is a Stegosaurus which is 12 cm long and a T-Rex which is 7 cm 
long. What is the difference in length between the Stegosaurus and the 
T-Rex?  

Maths in and around your home...

Count how many windows you have in your house. Take 3 away. 
How many windows are you left with? 



Maths Challenge Three

Arithmetic

1. 89 + 12 =
2. 28 - ___ = 22
3. 67 + 3 + 5 = 
4. ____ = 5 x 4 
5. 110 divided by 10 = 
6. 3 quarters of 40 = 
7. One half of 30 = 
8. ___ = 6 x 2 
9. 60 - 18 = 

10. 24 divided by 2 = 

Problem solving and reasoning
‘Multiply’

There are 10 crayons in each pack. How many crayons would 
there be in 4 packs? 

Show your working

Maths in and around your home…

One person has 2 eyes. If there are 3 people in your house how 
many eyes are there in total? 



Literacy Activity  - The Elves and The Shoemakers 

When teaching literacy at St. Aloysius, we love to sometimes 
incorporate Talk for Writing within our teaching.  Talk for Writing 
have been producing work booklets which you can find on our school 
website in the ‘Home Learning’ section and within ‘Year Two Home 
Learning’..  This week’s booklets are for the story of ‘The Elves and the 
Shoemakers’.  We are going to take some of the activities from the 
booklet, but if you do complete the work and require a few more 
activities, please visit our website and download the booklet.

Sometimes, we might be 
able to read the words 
within the text but we 
don’t always fully 
understand what they 
mean.  It makes it 
difficult when you are 
asked questions and you 
are not 100% sure of the 
meaning of the words.
This week, we are going to use Viperfish 
Vocabulary to help us to fully understand some 
of the words and phrases used within the story of 
the Elves and the Shoemakers.

You can either print 
this out and add draw 
a line to join up the 
words and their 
meanings.

Or write out the 
words and the 
matching definition 
in your book/paper.

Challenge:  Write 
some brand new 
sentences about 
anything you wish 
with the new 
vocabulary!



Literacy Activity Two - The Elves and the Shoemakers 

Hat T-Shirt Shoes

Adjectives

comfortable     luxurious     stretchy     trendy

casual       classy      elegant    formal     informal

long     narrow      baggy      stylish

The elves need some new clothes!

Can you use the templates above to design a 
hat, t-shirt and a pair of shoes?
If you wish to do your own design, that is 
fantastic!  Get creative!

Once you have finished your design, write a 
few descriptive sentences to describe each 
item of clothing using adjectives.



Literacy Activity Three - The Elves and the Shoemakers 

Your Very Own Elf Story

Now it is time to write your own little elf story.  Your 
elf story will be about elves who help people.  It is 
your story so you can be as imaginative and creative as 
you would like to be.

Remember that a story must include a beginning,  a 
middle and an end.
Take a look at the story mountain to help to structure 
your story into three paragraphs.

You are going to need:
● A main character
● Elves who help people
● A place where the elves live
● An idea about how the elves help people

Try not to forget our non-negotiables - your capital 
letters, finger spaces, full stops and gorgeous 
handwriting.  Think carefully about your spelling.



History

If we were in school, we would be learning some history and we 
just know that you would absolutely love it!  In history, we learn 
about events which happened in the past.  
This week, we are going to think about travelling all the way to 
the moon, just like Neil Armstrong did! 

This is Neil Armstrong…

● Neil Armstrong loved flying, he achieved his pilot's licence 
when he was just 16 before he could even drive a car!

● Before becoming an Astronaut, Armstrong flew fighter planes 
for the American Navy and later tested rocket-powered planes.

● Neil and his crew flew to the Moon in a spacecraft called 
Apollo 11.

● On the 21 July 1969, he became the first man to walk on the 
Moon.

● Only 12 people have ever walked on the surface of the Moon.
● Neil's footprints will be on the Moon for millions of years 

because there is no wind to blow them away!
● He later became a professor and taught others all about flying.

Your Mission

1. Visit Bitesize from the Year Two Home Learning section 
on the website.

2. Find the ‘Who was Neil Armstrong?’ lesson.
3. Watch the animation video 1 which looks like this...

4. Write a list of questions for what you may want to find out 
about Neil Amstrong.

5. Watch the second animation video and see if you can 
answer any of your questions.

Video 1

Video 2


