
Year 6: ‘My Learning Newsletter 5’

A message from your teachers... Other curriculum focus...

Hello Year 6, 
Can you believe that we are into the third week of the Summer term? Even though 

things are very different for us all right now, the weeks really do seem to be flying by 
and each day brings us a step closer to returning to normality and seeing eachother 
again. We hope you are all safe and well and continuing to face every challenge with 

your usual optimism and resilience. We miss you all terribly but are incredibly proud of 
the way each and every one of you is taking things in your stride.We hope you enjoy the 
work we have set for you this week and as always, all we ask is that you try your best 
when completing it. Continue to make use of the answers on the website for previous 

newsletters you have completed.  With love, Miss Doughty, Miss Reddington, Mrs 
Godfrey, Mrs Wear and Mrs O’Doherty x

Science - Evolution and Inheritance 
Last week we looked at how living things have evolved over time and you got to 
see how much an animal such as the horse has changed over the years. This week 
we are going to look at the term ‘Inheritance’ which is when living things 
reproduce and pass on characteristics to their offspring. Some characteristics 
however are not inherited and are a result of environmental factors. 

Task 1: Watch the following video about inheritance and complete the online 
activity which follows. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles/zp9f4qt

Task 2: Have a think about which of your own characteristics you may have 
inherited from your parents e.g. hair colour/ eye colour and make a list. 

Task 3: Dogs all belong to the same species but they have been selectively bred 
to develop particular features and create distinctive breeds. This is known as 
selective breeding. Using the 10 dog information cards on Resource Card One (pg 
8), decide which two dogs you will breed together to create 5 new breeds of dog 
that will suit the jobs listed on Resource Card Two (pg 9). Be sure to give the 
breeds a new name too!

English

Complete the activities on the slides, consisting of  a writing task, a reading 
comprehension and some grammar and spelling activities.  Please remember to also 
keep logging onto Reading Plus for 45 minutes each day to keep improving your 
reading comprehension. 

Maths

Complete the challenges on the slides. There are a range of arithmetic, problem 
solving and reasoning style questions that may take you longer to solve as they require 

lots of thinking time!Try your hardest to have a go!

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details

One last thing! Remember to check the newsletters that have been saved on the 
school website and facebook site detailing the art and music projects. We would 

like as many of you take part as possible! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zvhhvcw/articles/zp9f4qt


Maths Challenge One

Arithmetic

1. 5 x 7 x 9 = 315
2. 12 + 567 = 579
3. 7.8 + 1.45 = 9.25
4. 1208 - 345 = 863
5. 90 + 567 = 657
6. 129 x 36 = 4644
7. 567 x 0 =  0
8. 16 x 5.4 = 86.4
9. 0.25 x 74 = 18.5

10. 45% of 380 = 171
11. 12 x 12 = 144 
12. 400 x 0.6 = 240
13. 76 x 876 = 66576
14. 123 = 139 - 16
15. 17% of 500 = 85

Problem solving and Reasoning 

Which of the fractions below add up to 1?

  

Which two of the fractions below have the 
greatest difference? 

Problem Solving and Reasoning
Miss Reddington gives out four number cards.

Four children each have a card and give a clue to what 
their number is.

Tommy says, “My number rounds to 16,000 to the 
nearest 1,000.” 15,813

Alex says, “My number has one hundred.” 16,101

Jack says, “My number is 15,990 when rounded to the 
nearest 10.” 15,987

Dora says, “My number is 15,000 when rounded to the 
nearest 1,000.” 15,101

Can you work out which child has which card? 

Problem solving and Reasoning 
Amy makes a repeating pattern.

What shape will be in the 50th position? Explain 
how you know. 

A rectangle. It is a repeating pattern of 4, so the star 
will be in the 48th position as it is a multiple of 4, 
then two on from that is a rectangle. 



Maths Challenge Two

Arithmetic

1. 7091 - 276 = 6815
2. 3.98 x 100 = 398
3. 9% of 760 = 68.4
4. 150 + 19 + 9 = 178 

(answers can vary)
5. 9 x 3 x 10 = 270
6. 872 + 1541 = 2413
7. 80 x 90 = 7200
8. 9756 - 491 = 9265
9. 22 x 187 = 4114

10. 0.34 x 10 = 3.4
11. 9² x 5 = 405
12. 26 + 3 x 9 = 53
13. 0.018 x 1000 = 18
14. 80 - (3 x 5) = 65
15. 30% of 930 =  279

Problem solving and Reasoning 
⅖ of a number is equal to ¾ of a different 

number. 

The smaller of the two numbers is 80.
What is the value of the largest number? 

Problem Solving and Reasoning

Alysha and Beth go on a bike ride.

● In the morning Alysha cycles 3 times as 
many km as Beth.

● In the afternoon Alysha cycles 14 km 
and Beth cycles 48 km.

● They have now cycled the same 
distance.

How many km did Alysha cycle in the 
morning?

She cycled 51 km in
the morning. 

Problem solving and Reasoning 

Whitney rounded 2,215,678 to the nearest 
million and wrote 2,215,000. 

Can you explain what mistake Whitney has 
made? 

There should be no digits other than zeros after 
the millions column. Her answer should be 
2,000,000.

The value of 
the larger 
number is 

150.



Maths Challenge Three

Arithmetic

1. 7 x 563 = 3941 
2. 908 x 0 = 0 
3. 56% of 600 = 336
4. 9.8 - 3.34 = 6.46
5. 29866 - 13476 = 16390
6. 9067 - 5647 = 3420
7. 10013     17 = 589
8. 1000 x 2.1 = 2100
9. 7² - 3² = 40

10. 748 + 1125 = 1873
11. ⅝ + ⅜ + ½  = 1½ 
12. 4.67 + 2.3  = 6.97
13. 597 - 451 = 146
14.  ½ - ⅜  = ⅛ 
15. 11² + 10 = 131

Problem solving and Reasoning 
Usman saves 10p and 50p coins in his money 
box. 
He has saved £12.70. 

32 of the coins in the money box are 10p 
coins. 

How many 50p coins are in the box? 
There are 19  50p coins in the box. 

Problem Solving and Reasoning

Each division sentence can be completed using the 
digits below. 

You may only use each of the digits once. 

Problem solving and Reasoning 
Find the value of the 

1 5

6 3

2 4

The value 
of the
is 2 8 
       9
The value 
of the

is 5 19
       90  



Literacy Activity One - Story Starter

Using the story starter provided underneath the image, complete the 
story, ‘The Skypath’ with your own ideas. Try to answer the questions 
below to give you an idea of your plot before you begin. 

● What do you think is at the top of the ladder?
● If you didn’t know what was at the top, would you climb the 

ladder?
● Who is the lady in the picture? What kind of person do you 

think she is?
● Why do you think she is climbing the ladder? Is she looking 

for something/someone?

Try to continue the story in the same style as the author has began. You will 
notice that they have used short sentences for effect, rhetorical questions and 
ellipsis - many of the features we studied during our suspense writing. You 
should also continue to include the following, to produce effective 
descriptive writing: 

● Expanded noun phrases
● Noun, verb, adverb combinations
● Similes/metaphors
● Ambitious vocabulary

She had been walking all day. Her feet hurt and her bones ached, but it would 
all be worth it: she was almost there.

The path rose up in front of her, twisting through the mist like a snake 
squeezing its prey. Were the stories all true? Did the path truly lead where 
she had been told? If it did, this was only just the beginning of her journey…



Literacy Activity Two - Reading Comprehension 

DNA means everything to you. Literally. DNA (Deoxyribonucleic acid) is a 
molecule inside your body that tells your body how to be, well, you. It contains 
information about your eye colour, the colour of your hair and even your height. 
Think of it as a recipe for how to build another you.

Scientists have known about DNA since 1869, but they didn’t discover the role it 
played in genetics until 1943. Then, they discovered that it had a huge role to play 
in inheritance. This is how physical aspects are passed from a mother and father to 
their children. Even then, it wasn’t known what DNA looked like or how it 
worked. This important piece of the puzzle fell to three very important people. In 
the 1950s, many scientists were trying to work out the structure of DNA. Two of 
these were British scientists named Francis Crick and Rosalind Franklin. Francis 
Crick was working with a partner called James Watson. Rosalind Franklin was 
working with another scientist, Maurice Wilkins.

Read the extract then answer the following comprehension questions. 

1. According to the text, what are three things that DNA controls? 4. Find a definition for “inheritance” in the text.  
2. When did scientists first discover DNA? 5. Which phrase tells you that Rosalind Franklin’s x-rays were important?
3. Which word tells you that working out what DNA looked like was difficult? 6. List 3 things that having a clear picture of DNA allows us to do now. 

In 1953, a chemist in California thought he had cracked the mystery. When he was proved 
wrong, Crick and Watson were determined to beat him to it. A few weeks later, on 6th February 
1953, they published their own version that changed the world. Suddenly, the world could use 
DNA to solve a variety of problems. But, a scandal erupted. It soon became clear that Crick and 
Watson may have had some help in their discovery. Just before they announced their amazing 
find, Maurice Wilkins had shown them a set of x-rays that Rosalind Franklin had produced. 
These provided key information in their discovery, but Franklin was never credited. When she 
died in 1958, she still had no idea how important her images were to the advancement of science.

What is important is that, between them, the three scientists gave the world a clear picture of 
DNA and how it works. Their hard work and the discoveries of scientists before them have made 
it possible for scientists to detect and treat diseases in babies before they are even born; to 
identify the age and origins of ancient human beings and for police forces to determine if 
somebody is innocent or guilty of a crime. Francis Crook and Rosalind Franklin may have had 
their differences, but they were both pioneering innovators and British scientists who changed 
the world.



Literacy Activity Two - Reading Comprehension (Answers)

Read the extract then answer the following comprehension questions. 

1. According to the text, what are three things that DNA controls? - Three things that DNA controls are: eye colour, hair 
colour and height.
2. When did scientists first discover DNA? - Scientists first discovered DNA in 1869. 
3. Which word tells you that working out what DNA looked like was difficult? - The word ‘puzzle’ tells you that working 
out what DNA looked like was difficult. 
4. Find a definition for “inheritance” in the text. - According to the text, inheritance is how physical aspects are passed 
down from a mother and father to their children. 
5. Which phrase tells you that Rosalind Franklin’s x-rays were important? - The phrase that tells me Rosalind Franklin’s 
x-rays were important is they provided ‘key information’ in the discovery.   
6. List 3 things that having a clear picture of DNA allows us to do now. - Having a clear picture of DNA allows us to now 
detect and treat diseases in babies, identify the age and origin of ancient humans and find out if somebody is innocent or guilty 
of a crime.



Literacy Activity Three - Grammar and Spelling 

Task Three: Can you solve the 
following anagrams to find words 
from your Y6 spelling list? 

1. p u m e t e i q n = 
equipment

2. s o f r i n s e p o = 
profession

3. t c a y h = yacht
4. h i c e v a e = achieve
5. t a l e v n r e = relevant
6. c y e g a r t o = 

category
7. g u s t s g e = suggest
8. u e f l q y n e t r  = 

frequently
9. d i t e n i f e = definite

10. s a s a h r = harass

       

Parenthesis
Recently we learned that a parenthesis is a word, phrase or clause inserted into a sentence to add extra 

information. Pairs of brackets, commas and dashes can be used to show parenthesis.  
Remember! When a parenthesis is removed, the sentence should still make sense without it.

Task One: Write out each of the following sentences, including punctuation to show parenthesis. 

1. Simon (the man who lives down the road) enjoys playing tennis.

2. The bus - the one with the red roof - got stuck under the bridge.

3. Dogs, especially larger breeds, need lots of exercise.

4. Mary read her new book - the last in the series - in three hours.

5. I lost my phone (a Samsung S9) yesterday during football training. 

Task Two: Add in your own extra information to the sentences below, deciding which punctuation to use to show 

parenthesis. 

1. Bats sleep in caves all day. E.g. Bats, known as nocturnal animals, sleep in caves all day. 

2. The boys spent all night on the PlayStation. E.g. The boys (Tom, Jack and Joey) spent all night on the 

PlayStation. 

3. Prince Harry served in the British army. E.g. Prince Harry, who is sixth in line to the throne, served in the 

British army. 



Resource Card One: Science



Resource Card Two: Science

DOGS NEEDED... 

1. Large dog (65-70cm tall, must like water and be a 
good swimmer and hunter. Must be courageous and be 
an excellent guard dog. 

2. Large (60cm tall), strong, muscular dog wanted 
for large game hunting. Must be very intelligent 
with an excellent sense of smell. 

3. Kind, patient, good-looking, long-haired dog 
wanted.  Preferably light coloured fur and large 
(65-70cm tall. Must be easy to train, obedient and 
very loyal to its family.

4.  Small (35-40cm tall) very friendly dog required 
as a companion to children. Long white hair 
preferable. Needs to be welcoming to strangers and 
appreciate an active lifestyle.

5. Intelligent dog required that is not greedy for 
food. Must be medium sized (around 55cm tall) with a 
short haired coat and definitely not slobber or 
smell when wet!


