
Reception: ‘My Learning Newsletter’

English Maths

Innovated Story… We are sure that you are all quite familiar with the story of Mr 
Gumpy’s Outing now. Now it is time for you to innovate the story of Mr Gumpy’s 
Outing. Remember, to innovate something just means to change something… just 
like when we changed the story of The Little Red Hen. 
We want you to change these parts of the story…

1) Where Mr Gumpy lives.
2) What he travels on.
3) The animals who join him on his outing.

Once you have decided upon your changes, we want you to create a brand new 
story map for YOUR innovated story! 

CHALLENGE: Can you write your innovated story? Remember to use capital 
letters, finger spaces and full stops/question marks.

Hot Seat… This ia fun activity where YOU are going to pretend to be Mr Gumpy. 
You will need other people in your house to join in to ask you some questions.

Measuring...This week in maths we are going to do lots of measuring. I have set a 
measuring activity on the next slide. Do NOT worry if you can not access the actual 
size of the measurements, you can just make up your own!!!
When you measure the items you can use any resources to help you. 
You could us: 
A ruler
Stones
Sweets
Handprints
Footprints… 

Making a boat..I want you to think back to a few weeks ago when you were 
looking at items which can float and sink. I want you to make a boat for Mr Gumpy 
and his friends using objects which do NOT sink. 

Good luck!!!

Phonics Mental Health 

Thank you to everyone who took the time to tune into our phonics sessions this 
week. We hope they were helpful!!
We will be releasing another session this week so make sure you look out for that.

If you do have any questions please do not hesitate to send us an email on 
receptionclassjournals@st-aloysius.co.uk and someone will get back to you. 

Each week in our newsletter there is a ‘Mental Health’ section. Your mental health 
and your child's mental health is extremely important during a time like this. Please 
take some time to look at the tasks as they might help to ease some of those 
pressures during these uncertain times.

 A tiny gesture is often all it takes to make a world of difference.

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details

mailto:receptionclassjournals@st-aloysius.co.uk


Maths Challenge 

Measuring
 

Can you measure the snakes using 
different resources to help you...



Maths Challenge 

Measuring around the home

Can you find the following objects around 
your home? Collect them and see if you can 
put them in the correct order according to 
their size:

1. Coat hanger
2. Shoe
3. Remote control
4. Fork
5. Book
6. pen/pencil 

CHALLENGE-
Can you fit these in too? 

A battery and you favourite cuddly toy. 
 

                           

                         
                        

                       

Shoe hunt

Can you find 5 or 6 different shoes. They can belong to 
all members of your household!!

Can you put them in the right order according to their 
size, starting from the smallest.

Who has the biggest shoe?
Who has the smallest shoe?
How do you know? 

 

Measuring you family

Gather together everyone that lives in your household.I 
wonder if you can put them in the correct order, starting 
with the smallest and ending with the tallest...good luck!!



Maths Challenge 

Addition using a 10 frame 

Example:         3 + 7 = 10

                        8 + ___ = 10      

                         
                         9 + ___ = 10

                CHALLENGE-Create your own

Sharing

We would love for you to enjoy a picnic with your family 
BUT we have a challenge for you...everything in your 
picnic needs to be shared equally. Each family member 
needs to have the same amount of fruit, sandwiches, 
crisps, biscuits...

 

Mr Gumpys boat

Think back to your floating and sinking challenge. Create 
a boat for Mr Gumpy and all of his friends. Then you cn 
test it out on some water. Remember to take some 
photographs and share them with your teachers!



English Activity 1 

Mr Gumpy’s Outing

Can you innovate the story of Mr Gumpy’s outing? 

We thought you could change where Mr Gumpy lives and the mode of transport that Mr Gumpy travels on. 
He no longer has a boat and lives in a cottage… 

Where else might Mr Gumpy live and how will he travel to go for his outing?

Once you have decided what you are going to change, you can create a new story map for your innovated story! 

bike
car

skateboard
rocket

plane

You might even want to change some of the animals that join Mr Gumpy for his outing. You could include...

space
forest

hot air ballooncastle

A frog.. But only if 

it doesn’t leap 

about!
An elephant… But 

only if it doesn’t 

squirt any water! A parrot… But only 

if it doesn’t repeat 

everything! A monkey… But only 

if it doesn’t swing 

about!
A crocodile… but 

only if it doesn’t 

SNAP!



This is Mr Gumpy. He lives in a huge castle and owns a plane. One sunny day, he decided to go out in his plane. 
“May we come with you?” asked the children. “Yes” said Mr Gumpy “ but don’t squabble.”

Then they saw a parrot who said “ Can I come too?” “Yes, but don’t repeat everything I say.”
“I’d like a ride too” trumpeted the elephant. “OK” said Mr Gumpy “ but you mustn’t squirt your water at us”.

“Will you take me?” screeched the monkey. “Yes” said Mr Gumpy “ but don’t swing about”.
 “May I come please?” snapped the crocodile. “OK, but don’t bite the monkeys tail.”

For a while they went happily along in the plane until……
The crocodile bit, the monkey swung, the elephant squirted water, the parrot repeated, the children squabbled and 

the plane rocked
.... and they all had to return back to the runway!

So Mr Gumpy, the crocodile, the monkey, the elephant, the parrot and all of the children packed up their belongings 
and got off the plane.

Eventually Mr Gumpy said,”Let’s walk home across the runway. It’s almost time for tea.”
After tea they all said goodbye. “Come for a ride again another day,” said Mr Gumpy.

The end.

English Activity 1 Innovated story example



English Activity 2

We want you to imagine that you are going to interview Mr Gumpy. 

Can you make a list of questions that you want to ask him?
You might want to ask him questions relating to the events that happened on the day of his outing.

Remember, you are going to have to use something else other than a full stop at the end of your questions. We wonder 
what it could be?

If you are struggling to write questions, try to write a couple of keywords.

Hot Seat

Now that you have your questions, you are going to need 
the help of other people in your house… 

You are going to act out your interview with Mr Gumpy!

YOU are going to pretend to be Mr Gumpy answering 
questions and the other people in your house will 

interview you using your list of questions.

You could even take it in turns so you have the 
opportunity to be Mr Gumpy and an interviewer. 

Have fun!



Topic- Up up and away

Last week you visited...BRAZIL!! We hope you had a fantastic time making your own instruments and dancing along to carnival music. 
This week we are going to visit...INDIA!! This is the last stop on our visits around the world. We hope you have had fun and learned 

lots. 
The people of India celebrate Diwali each year. It is a festival which symbolises good over evil, light over darkness and new 

beginnings. 
On the next slide is the story of Rama and Sita...read it with your grown ups. 

 



Topic- Up up and away



Topic- Up up and away

The people of India create Rangoli patterns. These patterns are passed down through their 
families and they design a new pattern each year. 

Have a go creating a beautiful Rangoli pattern like the ones below…
They are made up of lots of different shapes and are very bright and colourful. 



Mental Health



Mental Health



Recipe of the Week

 Ingredients

35g plain flour

2 tbsp cocoa powder

¼ tsp baking powder

2 tbsp granulated sugar

Pinch of salt

60 ml milk 

2 tbsp vegetable oil 

1 tbsp nutella or choc chips 

Cake in a mug 
Method

Mix dry ingredients in the biggest mug you 
have

Mix in wet ingredients until there are no 
lumps

Drop the nutella/choc chips in the middle

Put in the microwave on high for 70 sec

ENJOY!!


