
Year 2: ‘My Learning Newsletter’

A message from your teachers... Other curriculum focus...

Science-
Animals, including humans

English

This week, our English activities are going to be focused on the story of ‘The 
Papaya that Spoke’.  To access the text, please download the PDF document from 
our Year Two Home Learning section of the website.  Your activities this week 
are very creative and we would just like you to have fun!  Happy writing.

Maths

This week, we are going to focus on two step word problems, addition, subtraction and 
pictograms.  A little revision of what we touched upon in class many weeks ago. 
Remember to keep practising number bonds and your times tables using times table 
rockstars. You are all doing so well! 

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details

Our Lovely Children of Year Two,
Welcome back.  We hope you have had a 
wonderful half term?  We wonder how 
many people have enjoyed nice walks, bike 
rides and plenty of laughter outside in the 
lovely, fresh air!  It has been such a long 
time since we last saw most of you, but we 
are so lucky to be able to talk on the phone 
and see what fun you have been getting up to 
via email.  I bet we next meet, we will have 
lots of children who will  have grown taller, 
lost their teeth and perhaps have very 
different hairstyles!  We will meet again, and 
hopefully soon.  We can’t wait Year Two.  
Sending a big hug to every one of you x

Last time we looked at science, we thought about the offspring of 
animals.  This week, we are going to think about the question What 
do humans need to stay healthy?  There is a video and an 
explanation which will really help you with this unit on Bitesize 
which you can access on our Year Two Home Learning section of 
the website.

Activity One:  You are going to have a little think about what you 
would need if you were creating a healthy packed lunch.  In your 
books/paper, you are going to draw some pictures of items within 
your packed lunch.  Then, you are going to write some sentences to 
explain how your choices are healthy.
Activity Two:  Let’s get creative.  Make sure that you ask an adult 
before you begin, but have a little try at making a healthy snack or 
meal.  It could be a fruit kebab, a nice salad or a smoothie.  We 
would love to see your creations.  Don’t forget to email them to 
yeartwo@st-aloysius.co.uk 

mailto:yeartwo@st-aloysius.co.uk


Maths Challenge One

Arithmetic

1. 37 + 14 = 
2. 7 + 6 + 9 = 
3. 59 - 40 = 
4. 80 - ? = 20 
5. 2 x 6 = 
6. 7 x 10 = 
7. 9 x 0 = 
8. 70 divided by 10 = 
9. 50 divided by 5 =

10. One half of 28 = 

Problem solving and reasoning
Addition and Subtraction

 
  
                    

Maths in and around your home…

Find some coins from your adults purse :) and set up a little shop. 
Thomas has £1 
He buys a trainer for 65p and a t-shirt for 21p 
How much money does Thomas have left after buying the two items? 



Maths Challenge Two

Arithmetic

1. 10 +18 = 
2. 70 + 23 = 
3. 13 - 8 = 
4. ? + 3 = 10 
5. 20 + ? = 60 
6. 9 x 2 = 
7. 30 divided by 10 = 
8. 1 more than 32 = 
9. One half of 42 = 

10. One third of 18 

Problem solving and reasoning
‘Pictograms’

 

Maths in and around your home...
Create a pictogram that shows your favourite films. You can create it on your ipad, 
computer or paper.  You might like to phone your grandparents and ask them too. Record 
it in a table similar to the one below. Don’t forget you need a key. Think of 2 questions. 

There are 9 people in my family.
What was the most popular film? 
What was the least popular film? 



Maths Challenge Three

Arithmetic

1. 45 + 12 + 2 = 
2. 5 x 5 = 
3. 30 divided by 3 = 
4. 74 - 32 = 
5. One half of 20 
6. ? - 13 = 86
7. 56 + ? = 60 
8. 7 x 4 = 
9. 60 divided by 10 = 

10. 3 x 3 = 

Problem solving and reasoning

Maths in and around your home…

Find some objects in your home that have a number on them. ( a 
clock, a remote). Tell me which object has the most numbers on 
it? 

Lydia has 15 marbles. She takes them to her friends house. She loses 3 
on the way and 4 in the house.
How many does she have left? 

Amelia collects 23 conkers. She gives 6 of the conkers to her brother 
and 8 to her sister. How many conkers does she have left? 



Literacy Activity  - The Papaya that Spoke

Before the holidays we started looking at the story of 
The Papaya that Spoke.  Remember to help you to 
complete your work, please find the Papaya that Spoke 
text on the Year Two Home Learning section of the 
website.

If you did manage to create a story map last time, 
remember to use it this week to help with your writing. 
If you didn’t manage, don’t worry...if you have any 
spare time this week you could possibly give it a try.  If 
not, just remember to read the text so you are very 
familiar with the story.

In the story of The Papaya that Spoke, the Farmer meets four different things that talk as he approaches them.  Look back at the story of 
The Papaya that Spoke to help you to remember who he meets along the way.
Today, we would like you to recount the key events from the story of the Papaya that Spoke using time connectives.  Try to add as much 
detail as you possibly can to your sentences, using adjectives and verbs to make your sentences exciting.

Sentence Starters…
Many years ago…
In the middle of a frantic, noisy village…
First,...
Next,...
Then,...
Finally,...

First,...

Next,...

Then,...

Finally,...



Literacy Activity Two - The Papaya that Spoke

Some Ideas of Items

Innovation Time
You are going to be writing your own story about 
something which shouldn’t be able to speak, 
but it can.  You can choose any item to include 

within your very own story.

Draw a picture of your item that is able 
to speak in the middle of your book.  

Include as much detail in your picture as 
you possibly can.

Task One:  Write some adjectives to describe your item 
around your picture.  Think about what it might look like, 
smell like, taste like, feel like and sound like…

Task Two: Write some descriptive sentences using your 
adjectives to describe your item.  You must think 
carefully about your gorgeous letters, capital letters, 
finger spaces and full stops.  Really challenge yourself to 
extend your sentences using conjunctions (and, but, 
because, so…)



Literacy Activity Three - The Papaya That Spoke

Now, it is show off time!  It is time to put all of your creative ideas into a story and we  would be so excited to read your innovated 
versions of ‘The Papaya that Spoke’.  Remember, you can send them over to yeartwo@st-aloysius.co.uk.  Remember all stories have a 
title, a beginning, a middle and an end.  Try your best to write in three different paragraphs.  You can also use our previous work of time 
connectives within your writing so that you are changing your sentence starters.

Top Tip: Slow down and think carefully about your ideas.  
Remember the best authors take time to think about what they are 
going to include within their stories.
Miss Fawcett and Mrs Storey think it would be a good idea to 
publish some of your stories into a little novel to keep as a 
keepsake for future generations.  Imagine when they read your 
stories which you created during Lockdown?  

You need to think about:
● Non negotiables - capital letters, finger spaces and full stops
● Adjectives to add description
● Different sentence starters
● The structure of your story - beginning, middle and end
● Gorgeous handwriting sitting on the line!

First Next Then Finally

Beginning Introduce and describe the main character (Farmer)
Describe where the MC lives.
Describe the journey your MC is about to go on.
Describe what they have to do to prepare to go.

Middle Describe the four things that the characters meet.
Explain how your character travels to the different things.
Describe how your character feels whilst on his/her quest.
Explain what the four things say when they can speak

End Describe what your MC does after all the things speak.
Describe your MC’s journey home
Explain what your MC is about to do.
Write a question to lead your story onto another possible 
story
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Science - Animals, including Humans

Please visit the Bitesize section from our Home Learning section on the website and follow the following steps:

It is really important to stay healthy because it can make us feel happier but also helps us to be stronger.  We can do this by thinking about 
the food we eat and making healthy choices and also doing regular exercising.

Watch the video on Bitesize called ‘What do humans need to stay healthy?’

Activity One:
We would like you to design a healthy packed 
lunch.  Draw a packed lunch box in your book 
and draw images of some items you may choose 
to eat.  Once you have completed your drawing, 
write some sentences to explain your choices 
for your packed lunch and give reasons why.

Activity Two:
Make a healthy snack or meal with your adult.  
You MUST ask your adult’s permission first.
You might make a fruit kebab, or a nice salad, 
or a nice fruit smoothie.  Once you have made 
your healthy snack or meal, send it over to 
yeartwo@st-aloysius.co.uk I hope it doesn’t 
make us feel extremely hungry!
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