
Year 5: ‘My Learning Newsletter 8’

A message from your teachers...  Other curriculum focus...

History

This half term we would have been starting our new history topic The Victorians.
We would like you to research the following questions. These are all aspects of the 

Victorian topic that we will be looking at in greater detail in the forthcoming weeks.

1. Who were the Victorians? 
2. What do we mean by the ‘British Empire’?
3. What was life like for a Victorian child?
4. What types of job did a child do?
5. What was the ‘Workhouse’ in Victorian times?
6. What were the key inventions of the Victorian Era?
7. What were the main transport developments in Victorian times?
8. How was education and school different in Victorian times to today?
9. What did Victorian children do to entertain themselves?

10. Where did the Victorians go on holiday and do for entertainment?

Use the Google Slide document to answer each of the questions - be creative by adding 
pictures, colours and different fonts to each of the slides. 

English

In English this week we are going to be continuing our studies of ‘Brightstorm’. We have set some 
activities for you to complete on Google Classroom so please login and complete your activities.

Maths

Find your maths class page and complete the different tasks set on Google Classroom. Remember 
to use the Times Table Rockstar app - try and beat your personal best and challenge your friends 

and teachers too!

Remember to Keep Active and to log into google classroom to complete your activities

Hello Year Five, 

It is strange to think that this would have been the start of our final half term together in Year 
Five. We continue to be amazed by how well you have coped with this huge change to our 

daily lives. You are amazing! We are thoroughly enjoying getting the opportunity to view some 
of the work that you are completing on Google Classroom. We are extremely proud of you all 

and can’t wait until we get to see you all again. 
Until that time, take care of yourselves physically and mentally, be patient with family and 

friends and remember to be kind to yourself and those around you. 

Best wishes, 

        Miss Carabine, Mr Haley, Miss Kelly and Mrs Docherty  



Y5BC Maths Activity One - 

1. 2. 3. Use the column method to solve the 
following subtractions.

1. 0.54 - 0.32 =
2. 0.87 - 0.53 = 
3. 0.54 - 0.28 =
4. 0.76 - 0.39 =
5. 0.66 - 0.18 =

4. 5. 6. 

Please login to Google Classroom and click onto Y5BC Maths to view your activity to complete your activity. There are a 
mixture of fluency, reasoning and problem solving questions for you to complete. 

Today we are looking at https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/, Summer Term - Week 1 (w/c 20th April) you may 
have to scroll towards the bottom to see this. Then watch the video for lesson 2 - subtracting decimals within 1. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/


Y5BC Maths Activity Two - 

1. 2. 3. Teddy has these counters:

4. 5. 6. 

Please login to Google Classroom and click onto Y5BC Maths to view your activity to complete your activity. There are a 
mixture of fluency, reasoning and problem solving questions for you to complete. 

Today we are looking at https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/, Summer Term - Week 1 (w/c 20th April) you may 
have to scroll towards the bottom to see this. Then watch the video for lesson 3 - complements to 1. 

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/


Y5BC Maths Activity Three - 

1. Complete the following addition calculations 
using the column method.

1. 0.74 + 0.36 =
2. 0.86 + 0.68 =
3. 0.42 + 0.69 =
4. 0.222 + 0.876 =
5. 0.41 + 0.7 =
6. 0.5 + 0.77
7. 0.96 + 0.97

2. Complete the following addition calculations using 
the column method.

1. 0.751 + 0.32 = 
2. 0.3 + 0.804 =
3. 0.604 + 0.519=
4. 0.456 + 0.678 =
5. 0.342+ 0.923 =
6. 0.541 + 0.623 =
7. 0.753 + 0.824 = 

3. Use inequality signs ( < , > or =) to compare the 
questions below. 

4. Use your reasoning skills to find the two missing 
lengths. 

5. 6. 

Please login to Google Classroom and click onto Y5BC Maths to view your activity to complete your activity. There are a 
mixture of fluency, reasoning and problem solving questions for you to complete. 

Today we are looking at https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/, Summer Term - Week 1 (w/c 20th April) you may 
have to scroll towards the bottom to see this. Then watch the video for lesson 4 - adding decimals - crossing the whole.  

https://whiterosemaths.com/homelearning/year-5/


Y5GH - Maths Challenge One - Place value 

Arithmetic

1. 30 x 5 = 
2. 9 x 100 = 
3. ⅓ of 630 =
4. 1000 ÷  1000 =
5. 34612 + 30508 =  
6. 752 - 60 = 
7. 6712 + 302 = 
8. 20 x 60 = 
9. 5² = 

10. 2080 ÷ 32 = 
11. _ x 60 = 180
12. 64 ÷ 8 =
13. 6812 x 20 = 
14. 6220 ÷ 100 =
15. 2² =  

Challenge 
Write your answers in words

Eg . four hundred and twenty seven 

Reasoning

Find the odd one out in the 
representations below.

Problem solving

Sam is thinking of a five-digit 
number.

● He adds 100 to it.
● He subtracts 1 from it.
● He adds 10 to it.

His answer is:
22,150

What was his original number?

Reasoning

Tommy says he can order the following numbers by only 
looking at the first three digits.

Is he correct? Explain your answer.

Problem solving - Complete the table

Start 
Number 

Nearest 10 Nearest 100 Nearest 
1000

365

1242

4470



Y5GH - Maths Challenge Two - Place Value 

Arithmetic

1. 50 x 9 = 
2. 56 x 1000 = 
3. 2703 - 833 = 
4. 5000 ÷  10 =
5. 14002 + 53081 =  
6. ¾ of 100 
7. 7312 + 866 = 
8. 70 x 30 = 
9. 2³ = 

10. 4002 ÷  46 = 
11. _ x 50 = 400
12. 121 ÷ 11 =
13. 3420 x 21 = 
14. 4083 ÷ 10 =
15. 8² = 

Challenge 
Write your answers in words

Eg . four hundred and twenty seven 

Reasoning

Hannah thinks that the number that 
lies halfway between A and B is 0.

Is she correct? Prove it.

Problem solving

Ben had £28 in his bank account. On 
Tuesday, his phone and broadband 
bills came out. His bank account is 
now -£16. If the phone bill was £25, 

how much was Ben’s broadband bill?

Draw a number line to help you..

Reasoning

What could Jack’s number be?
Find all the possibilities.

Problem solving

Add four counters to the place value chart to make the 
statement still correct. Find 3 different possibilities 



Y5GH - Maths Challenge Three - Place Value 

Arithmetic

1. 80 x 3 = 
2. 321 x 100 = 
3. 5207 - 207 = 
4. 750 ÷  100 =
5.  ¼ of 125 =  
6. 353.6 - 52.8 = 
7. 67021 + 3512 = 
8. 60 x 30 = 
9. 5² = 

10. 56250 ÷  45 = 
11. _ x 70 = 490
12. 72 ÷ 6 =
13. 781 x 18 = 
14. 4/5+ 1/5 =
15. 5³ = 

Challenge 
Write your answers in words

Eg . four hundred and twenty seven 

Reasoning

Explain the mistake.

Problem solving

Using all 5 digit cards, write down all 
the numbers you can create which 

round to 72,000 when rounded to the 
nearest 1,000.

Reasoning

Charlie has ordered the following numbers in ascending order.

Problem solving

Whitney is thinking of 2 numbers.

Their difference is 235.

Both numbers have 3 digits and are multiples of 5.

Both numbers round up to 1,000 as the nearest thousand.

Find 3 pairs of numbers Frances could be thinking of.

Is Charlie correct? 

Explain your answer.



English Activity One - Brightstorm
Gathering vocabulary for your spine poem

During tomorrow’s activity we are going to ask you to write a 
spine poem to describe Arthur. To help you with that, you are 
going to go on a vocabulary hunt today to help you find some 

really ambitious words to use in your poem. 

To begin, we would like you to list everything you currently know 
about Arthur. If you need to revisit the extract from last week, they 

can be viewed as an attachment on your Google Classroom 
document. 

In the text, Arthur is described as having an “iron arm” which 
means he only has one human arm and one prosthetic arm. We also 

learn a lot about his personality too. 

As we haven’t actually seen this character in person, you will have 
to use your imagination to think about what they might be like. 

Beginning with the characters head, find ambitious words that you 
could use to describe the features in the box to the left. For each 
feature we would like you to find 10 words. To help, we have 
included three examples for each feature in the box to the left.  

Please try to be really ambitious. 

Please complete this work straight onto Google Classroom so that 
we are able to see the words that you have chosen to use. 

Hair: sun-drenched, locks, curled

Thoughts: captivated, confused, awe-struck 

Eyes: beady, bloodshot, sunken

Ears: enormous, miniscule, engaged

Mouth or smile: subtle, charming, mischievous

Clothes: worn, dashing, frayed

Iron arm: prosthetic, artificial, metal

Feet: dainty, silent, hushed
 

            

Please complete all of your English work straight onto Google Classroom. 



English Activity Two - Brightstorm
Spine Poem

In the story so far, we have been introduced to some of the main 
characters; Arthur, Maudie and Poacher. In today’s task, we are going to 

be focusing on Arthur. 

In the text, Arthur is described as having an “iron arm” which means he 
only has one human arm and one prosthetic arm. We also learn a lot 

about his personality too. 

We would like you to use your imagination to write your very own spine 
poem to describe Arthur’s features. Remember that during 

yesterday’s activity you gathered vocabulary that to help you with 
this task.

A spine poem is a description of a character’s features. We begin by 
describing the character’s head and move down the body describing 

each feature as we go. We would like you to describe Arthur standing on 
the roof during the moments leading up to the sky ship sailing past. To 
help to show you how this could look, we have included an example in 
the box to the left. This will help you tomorrow, as you can include this 

into your short burst. 

You will notice that in our modelled spine poem, the vocabulary that we 
choose to use is incredibly ambitious. The reason we do this is to stretch 
your vocabulary knowledge. If we model it, then you can use it. You are 
able to magpie any words that you like from the modelled text to include 

in your own work. If you are not sure what a word means, use a 
dictionary or google to help you. 

Example spine poem

Sweat poured slowly from Arthur’s tiny brow. His youthful, sun-drenched locks swayed gently in 
the light morning breeze. 

Unexpectedly, his bloodshot eyes became sunken. They had arrived at their destination, yet the sky 
ship hadn’t.

Undeterred, Arthur continued to gaze into the horizon. His beady, brown eyes slowly moved from 
left to right. 

Rumbling and chugging was growing, his ears could feel the vibrations of the sky ships magnificent 
engines. A subtle hint of what would become an enormous smile began to form. 

Arthur reached towards his iron hand. It required more tension. However, not even this could deter 
him from enjoying the coming of the sky ship.

Trembling with excitement, his fingers gripped onto his prosthetic hand tighter to hide the shakes. 
This was it. The moment he had been longing for. 

He suddenly became aware of the overwhelming heat. His baggy t-shirt and jeans combination had 
been a mistake this morning. 

That was when he realised. The sky ship was right overhead. Without noticing, Arthur’s unusually 
small feet leapt into the air. He had jumped high into the sky trying to touch the sky ship which he 

knew was entirely out of his reach. Eventually, they rested firm against the stone tiles below. 

That was astounding, he thought to himself.   

 

            

Please complete all of your English work straight onto Google Classroom. 



English Activity Three - Brightstorm
Building suspense and tension in your writing

In class, we have regularly spent time focusing on improving our writing. One way to 
do this is through developing suspense and tension in your stories. We have looked at 

ways to do this before. Today we are going to revisit this knowledge.  

We would like you to read through the powerpoint attached on Google Classroom.

In the power point they explain different techniques that you can use to build suspense 
and tension. There is an example of an extract that uses these techniques in the box to 

the left. 

Activity:

We would like you to write your own short burst focusing on rewriting and improving 
the build up to the moment that Arthur and Maudie saw the skyship. We would like 

you use some of the techniques that the power point lists to help you. Remember that 
a short burst is not meant to be a whole story. Please include the following events 
from the real story in your improved version. Remember that you may include 

the short burst that you wrote yesterday as part of your character description of 
Arthur. 

- The children hear the chug of the engines of the sky ship.
- Arthur and Maudie climb up onto the roof.
- Description of the characters and setting.

- The moment they see the sky ship.
- Description of the sky ship itself. 

Example extract for building suspense and tension

The Curse of Cogston House 

Nothing moved. Cogston House was as silent as the grave. Perhaps 
the only thing worse than hearing her best friend desperately calling 
her name was being alone in this endless quiet. Alice’s eyes searched 

through the darkness, scouring the corridor which faded into more 
murky gloom. She could make out the hallway right in front of her, 

the door opposite, and beyond it, the enormous winding staircase. As 
she looked, blinking through the tears which had begun to stream 

hopelessly down her face, she was met with a sight at the top of the 
staircase which all but turned her to stone...

Something was moving.

Alice watched numbly. Her heart was in her mouth and her breath 
came in sharp, rattling gasps. 

Descending the stairs one careful, agonising, creaking step at a time, a 
hunched silhouette shuffled out from the darkness...

Please complete all of your English work straight onto Google Classroom. 



History

The Victorians
 

These links will be a great source to use when answering some of the questions you have been set.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-the-victorians/z48bnrd

http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians.html

https://www.ks2history.com/victorians

https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/victorian-era

This half term we would have been starting our new history topic The Victorians.
We would like you to research the following questions. These are all aspects of the Victorian topic that we will be 

looking at in greater detail in the forthcoming weeks.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-the-victorians/z48bnrd
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/victorians.html
https://www.ks2history.com/victorians
https://www.theschoolrun.com/homework-help/victorian-era

