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To the incredible children of St Aloysius, 

In the past few months, you have been put in a very challenging situation. There are not                 
many generations of children who have faced such a tricky set of circumstances. You have               
faced uncertainty, apprehension and a huge change in the way you learn. I am proud of                
your positivity,  role modeling and the way you inspire others.  

In the space of a single weekend in March, you made the transition from classroom               
learning to working from dining room tables, bedroom carpets and garden lawns. You went              
from spending your days with your friends on our busy playgrounds, to being limited to a                
single household for weeks on end. Video calling and online messaging has been a poor               
substitute for play time. We have all missed our friends and family and I have missed you.  

Terms such as ‘pandemic’, ‘shielding’ and ‘self-isolation’ are words we are all using - they               
can feel frightening because they mean we have stopped seeing the people we love. All our                
lives have been rocked by rapid change, your strength is the constant! In these very               
strange times you have been beacons of hope.   

You have been challenged, yet you continue to shine and show how fantastic you are. I                
feel privileged that I know you. At times, you may have struggled, but you have come                
together with your families and you will be all the stronger for it! 

For the last few weeks, I have been working alongside our staff to plan for some of you to                   
come back to school. From Monday, we are opening up the school to many children               
from Y6, Y1, Reception and Nursery; alongside these children we have the children who              
have consistently been coming since March. I wish everyone could come back, but this              
can’t happen because we haven’t got enough space in school to keep us all safe. The                
government has asked us to ensure our classes are smaller than usual and that children               
spend time alongside the same group of people. School will feel different for those children               
who are returning: there will be no assembly in the hall, we will be staying in our groups of                   
twelve throughout the day and we will not be allowed to wander around the school. I keep                 
sending information to your parents to explain how we will operate. What will not change               
will be the welcoming face of our school. Myself and all the staff are looking forward to                 
seeing the children who are returning. 

Our job will be to work to close any learning gaps that may have opened and to ensure                  
those returning have a lovely time. This crisis has provided you with one life skill that you                 
have in bucketloads: resilience. You have lived through a moment in history that future              
generations will read about, they will admire your determination and sense of hope. 

The children returning to school will be doing school work: it will be exciting and               
interesting; they will spend a lot of time outside: hopefully, learning under the beautiful sun.               
Don't worry if you are staying at home; the work the returning children are doing will be                 
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similar to the work we set in the weekly newsletters. If you are staying at home, we don’t                  
want to lose contact, we will keep in touch. 

In the coming weeks, the Y6 teachers will have meetings with colleagues from St Joseph’s,               
St Wilfrid’s and the schools our oldest children are progressing to. This is to ensure that they                 
have as smooth a transition as we can make it. We will be asked to give academic                 
achievements, and we will share our opinions of them as individuals (their attitudes to              
school, behaviour, attendance and homework record). We will be celebrating their           
strength of character, patience and hopefulness. If you are in Y6, no matter how nervous               
you get at the prospect of joining a new school, remember that you overcame COVID-19 and                
you are unstoppable! 

Months ago, I promised you that we will be together again. I wrote, 

“This strange time will pass and at some point in the future our current St Aloysius 
community will be together again. You will sit again at your desk, you will also play on our 

field. I will tell you to tuck your shirts in and sort your trays out.” (March 29th 2020) 

I still don’t know when the whole school will reopen, but I make this promise to you for the                   
second time. It will happen - even if it is in the new academic year! I cannot wait to see you                     
all back in school, whenever and however that may be. In the meantime, keep safe and                
continue looking out for one another. 

Be kind, be hopeful and talk to the people who love you. I think the world of you all. 

 

Nick Conway 

 

 

 

 


