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Dear Families,  

I hope you are all well. This week we have welcomed 188 pupils into school, the numbers are                  
gradually rising and it has been a joy to see the school starting to be filled with happy, laughing faces                    
again. The returning pupils deserve great thanks and for the joy they have brought us. I also recognise                  
that for many of you, your child remains at home and away from school, we continue to miss them and                    
look forward to a time when all will be back: learning and thriving in their lessons at school. 
 
I have spoken to many families over the past few weeks who have been very honest about the challenges                   
that home learning has presented. As I have said throughout these extraordinary times, we recognise that                
for a multitude of reasons, some children will be doing more work than others. If you have been unable                   
to complete all of the daily tasks in the home learning, you are not alone. Many of you have expressed                    
feelings of guilt for not being able to dedicate the amount of time you would have liked or you feel is                     
expected. We have all been thrust into this unchartered territory. Please celebrate what you have               
achieved and don’t berate yourself for what you have not managed to do.  
 
As yet, we do not know what our school organisation will be in September but we are planning for all                    
year groups to be back. I recognise that this will depend on government guidance. Watching the news, it                  
is clear that there is a national desire for all to return as quickly as possible and we all recognise that we                      
are going to have to ensure children catch up quickly due to the prolonged absence. To enable this to                   
happen we have started turning our attention to our 2020/21 curriculum, a key part of this will be our                   
recovery work to ensure that any child who has fallen is given first rate support to accelerate rapidly.  
 
We have recently updated our website to include a section to welcome children joining our school. For                 
our Y6 pupils moving on, St Joseph’s have excellent online transition materials available. Those children               
who are moving to other schools should check the website of those schools because all have a clear Y6                   
into Y7 section. Our Y6 staff have been working alongside KS3 colleagues to ensure they have a full                  
understanding of our pupils strengths, gifts and the areas they’ll need to support.  
 
We have missed having all of the children in school terribly. Although the future is still unclear, one                  
thing that I can promise is that as soon as we are able to come back together in larger numbers, we will do                       
everything in our power to catch up on all of the fun and the laughter that we have missed out on over the                       
last 3 months. At St Aloysius, we are blessed with a team who are dedicated, talented and hardworking                  
who have a genuine love for the children in their care and an unwavering desire to help them reach their                    
potential.  I am confident we can recover quickly from this.  
 

http://www.st-aloysius.co.uk/


Thank you to all those pupils who participated in our virtual choir. It is saved on our website and is a                     
beautiful rendition of ‘Somewhere over the Rainbow’ - if you listen carefully you’ll be able to hear a few                   
staff members singing too. I will be in touch again very soon. In the meantime, thank you, as always, for                    
your continued understanding and support.  
 
With my very best wishes, 
 

 


