
Year 6: ‘My Learning Newsletter 13’

A message from your teachers...  

Hello Year 6, 

It has been great to welcome so many of you back into school these past few weeks and to see 
your smiling faces. It has also been lovely to speak with those of you who are still working hard 
at home, over the phone. Thank you for all the hard work you are all continuing to do and for 

sending in entries in for the Yearbook/ the leavers’ video.

This week we have planned for you to finish the Monsterology unit of work in literacy as you 
have already done a lot of the planning for this, the week before last. In maths we will be 
looking at properties of shapes, which although we may not have had chance to cover this year, 
you should already be familiar with from your work in Year 5.  
We hope you enjoy the work and as always, we only ask that you try your very best. 

With love, 
Miss Doughty, Miss Reddington, Mrs Godfrey, Mrs Wear and Mrs O’Doherty x

English

Please remember to also keep logging onto Reading Plus for 45 minutes each day to keep 
improving your reading comprehension skills. 

Maths

Please remember to log onto Times Table Rockstars and Top Marks Maths to keep 
improving your mental arithmetic skills. 

Remember to Keep Active! See our Useful Links Page for more details

PSHE: Transition to secondary school

Write a short uplifting message of advice to yourself. This can be opened and 
read on the evening before you start your new school. 

Which key bits of advice are going to help you manage your thoughts and 
feelings so that you are ready to cope with all the opportunities and 
challenges of moving into Year 7?

Use the following sentence starters as a guide for a way to structure your 
letter:

Dear…

Good luck for starting secondary school!

Remember to … 

You know that …

You can always …

 

 



Maths - Geometry: Angles

Recap: Angles 

In Y5 you learned how to measure angles accurately using a protractor. You 
also learned about the different types of angles and their names. 

Can you remember the following different types of angles? (right angle, 
acute, obtuse, straight, reflex)

Type of angle Description

Right angle is 90° exactly

Acute angle is less than 90°

Obtuse angle is greater than 90° but less than 180°

Straight angle is 180° exactly

Reflex angle is greater than 180°

Task 1: Label the following angles as either acute or obtuse 

1.       2.

3.       4.

5.       6.

Reasoning challenge:
Alex measures this angle and says it is 130°.

Explain why Alex can not be correct, using
Your knowledge of angles. 



Maths - Geometry: Angles in a triangle

Recap: Angles in triangles 
When calculating missing angles in a triangle there is one golden rule we must remember which 
is:

All angles in a triangle add up to 180°

This applies to any type of triangle - whether it be right angled, equilateral, isosceles or 
scalene.  

Task 1: Calculate the missing angles in the triangles below.  

Task 2:

Reasoning challenges:  

1)

__________________________________

2)



Maths - Geometry: Angles in a quadrilateral

Task 1: Use what you know about the properties of quadrilaterals to calculate these 
missing angles and lengths.  

Recap: Angles in quadrilaterals
When calculating missing angles in a quadrilateral there is one golden rule 
we must remember which is:

All angles in a quadrilateral add up to 360°

This applies to any type of quadrilateral - whether it be a square, 
rectangle, rhombus, parallelogram, kite or trapezium. 

Use your head: 



Literacy: Monsterology  

Swamp Monsters

Do you ever wonder what might be lurking in the murky swamps of our world? Rumour has it that the fabled swamp monster is not just a creature 
mentioned in myth and legend but it actually exists! Now is your chance to find out all that has been discovered about this unique being.

Swamp monsters are rumoured to inhabit the most remote and humid swamps of the Amazon rainforest. Living in total solitude, it is believed that there 
is, perhaps, only one swamp monster on our planet, making it a mystery how they reproduce. Dr Patrick Thurston - world renowned monsterologist 
from Bristol University - could perhaps be the only living person ever to see this magnificent creature: “You cannot believe the pure majesty of the 
swamp monster. They seem as if they are ‘one with the swamp’ living in pure harmony with their habitat.”

Swamp monsters don’t just live in swamps they resemble them. Being experts in camouflage, they are indistinguishable from their environment. Their 
bodies are made from this environment: limbs of gnarled branches, incredibly long fingers and glowing, iridescent hair which changes colour to match 
their mood. The most incredible thing about a swamp monster is that they have translucent breathing tubes meaning they can stay underwater 
indefinitely but continue to breathe.

Have you ever wondered what a swamp monster eats? Their diet consists of herons, rats and even alligators which they hypnotise with their 
ever-staring, haunting eyes. Transfixed, any animal is helpless to the swamp monster who squeezes the life from them with its lean, powerful limbs. 
The swamp monster’s tongue has the ability to taste the air; this allows it to identify when its prey is close by.

If you are now tempted to try and spot a swamp monster, we advise extreme caution! This beautiful but deadly creature should be left in solitude to be 
studied only by experts trained in monsterology.

 

This week, we will continue the work we started on producing an entry for Professor Behemoth’s Monsterology. You have already done a lot of 
the ground- work for this, so before we go any further; let’s remind ourselves of the model text. 



Literacy: Monsterology   
Boxing up
Now we are going to organise all of the ideas we have come up with 
so far, into a boxing-up grid.  This will help us to structure our writing. 
Your ideas can be written as bullet points or you may wish to write in 
full sentences, which you could later use in your writing. The more 
you get on your plan, the easier your writing will then be. 

Remember you can pick different topics than appearance, habitat and 
diet and you can also include a quotation from an expert in any of 
these sections. 

Talk it through 
It is really important to have a good read through your plan to make 
sure that it makes sense. Why not read it aloud to someone in your 
house or in the classroom and see if they have any suggestions for 
how to improve it.

Once you are happy with the final plan, we will move on to 
writing your monster report. 



Literacy: Monsterology   

Time to write your monster report

To help you with your writing, you have lots of different things to help you:

✓ The original model text about monsters

 ✓ The toolkit for reporting information

✓ Your ideas page

✓ Your diagram

✓ The vocabulary we learned from the model text

✓And most importantly, your plan 

Success criteria: 

To be successful I will: 

● Produce an informative piece of writing about a mythical 
beast or monster. 

● Include several of the features for reporting information 
from the toolkit e.g:

○ A hook e.g. a question/top fact
○ Technical/specific vocabulary 
○ Sound like an expert e.g. formal language
○ Interest your reader e.g. fascinating facts
○ Organise ideas correctly e.g. topic sentences
○ Use evidence e.g. quotation from an expert

● Write in correctly punctuated and grammatical sentences. 
● Use ambitious vocabulary to improve your writing. 

Don’t forget to re-read, polish and improve your writing as 
you go! This will ensure it is the best it can be. 



Literacy/Art: Monsterology   

Task: Draw a map of your monster’s land!

 

Steps to success:

★  Step 1: draw the outline of your map

★  Step 2: fill in the landmarks: trees, rivers, 

boulders, mountains, volcano, cities, sea, swamps

★  Step 3: make up names for the different areas 

of your map

★  Step 4: stain the map to make it look old by 

using a used (and cool) tea bag to turn the paper 

brown. You don’t need to get it that wet for it to 

change colour

★  Step 5: When it is dry, cut or rip the edges of 

the paper to make it look old and worn. A small 

hole in the middle of the map can look great.

 



Grammar: The subjunctive form 

The subjunctive form is a verb form or mood used to express 
things that could or should happen. It is used to express 
wishes, hopes, commands, demands or suggestions. E.g.

In Year 6 we look at how this is used with relation to the ‘to 
be’ verb. 

How is the verb ‘were’ used in the sentences below? 

1. We were going to the cinema to eat popcorn.
2. If we were to go to the cinema, I would get popcorn.

1. ‘Were’ is used as the past tense of the verb ‘to be’.
2. ‘Were’ is used in the subjunctive form to indicate a 
hypothetical situation or ‘wishful thinking’.  

Task 1: Write out the following sentences and fill in the blanks with ‘was’ 
or ‘were’ so that the sentences make the most sense. Try reading the 
sentences aloud with each of the options to see which one sounds right.  

1. If I _________ a musician; I would play the guitar as it is my 
favourite instrument. 

2. We could sit together at lunch time if you ________ to have 
school dinners. 

3. I ________ going to meet my friend at the beach but it started 
raining. 

4. If I ________ rich, I would buy a big house with a swimming 
pool. 

5. If you __________ to go on the school trip, we could be partners.

Task 2: Create a sentence written in the subjunctive form which includes 
the words below. 

striker

weregoals

score


