
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
17 September 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
Dear Parent or carer, 
 
Due to the current climate we are unfortunately unable to hold our usual year 7 parents 
information evening, where you would have been given information regarding current 
academy systems and you would have had an opportunity to meet your child’s house team 
and tutor.  
 
Therefore, in its place, we have collated the information in a parent pack to help keep you 
fully informed of how you can support your child during their time at Lord Lawson of Beamish 
Academy. 
 
Many thanks to all parents/carers for their support during their child’s transition to Lord 
Lawson. Year 7 students have made an excellent start to secondary school life and I am 
delighted with the way they are settling in. They are a real credit to themselves and their 
families. 
 
We are sending home with your child on Friday 18 September a pack which contains your 
passwords and log on details for our systems which allow you to monitor your child’s 
performance and progress from home. 
 
Please do not hesitate to contact me if you have any further queries regarding your child’s 
education at Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy. 
 
Yours faithfully 
 
Mrs A Jacobson 
Transition Coordinator 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
Our Class Structure 
 

To ensure everyone feels welcome, every year 7 student has been placed into one of our four house 
blocks Brookside (blue), Fleet (yellow), Talbot (red) and Turner (green), and has been made to feel a 
special member of their new school family.  

 

If your child has a sibling at Lord Lawson students your child will have been placed in the same house 
block as their sibling, where possible. We work closely with primary teachers to get the best mix of 
classes we possibly can where all students will be happy and thrive. 

 

The year 7 2020 cohort have been placed into 9 teaching groups based on teachers’ assessments in 
KS2, friendship recommendations from primary staff, their modern foreign language choice and their 
house block.   

 

Two top set groups (FL1 and TA1) are compiled of those students who, from across all our primary 
schools, have achieved the highest teacher assessments across English and maths at KS2.   

six groups will be mixed ability and one SEN group will be compiled of students who have not 
achieved the standard in English and maths and therefore need extra support.   

 

Students join us from many primary schools and there are many students who start Lord Lawson 
initially not knowing anyone. It is therefore a priority for tutors that early opportunities are given where 
friendships can be forged, to help everyone feel supported and at ease within their new school 
environment. 

 

Our Curriculum 
 

At Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy our core purpose is to create a learning experience that is exciting 

and challenging: broad, balanced and relevant as well as accessible and fun.  The curriculum is 

designed to meet the needs of every student: offering the opportunity to experience, enjoy and succeed 

in a wide variety of subjects.  Our learning experience gives the opportunity for continuity and 

progression in all areas of development and is both inclusive and challenging.  It values our students’ 

individuality and has a culture of creativity, student agency in learning and consistency at its core.   

Our KS3 Curriculum is underpinned by the following principles: 

 

         To ignite a passion for learning through an enriched experience of education 

         To be academically and aspirationally challenging 

         To extend our students’ cultural capital 

 

For further information about what your son/daughter will study across the year please follow the 

following link: KS3 Curriculum 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.lordlawson.org.uk/welcomeintroduction/year-11-curriculum/


 

 

 
Meeting Key Staff 
 

If you have any concerns or queries regarding your child’s pastoral or academic needs, please contact 
your child’s house block. Below is a brief introduction to key members of our house staff, our academy 
SENCO and Education Welfare Officer; whom you may like to contact. 
 

BROOKSIDE 

 
 

 

My name is Mr Earle and I am the Head of Brookside House. I am 

also a teacher of Physical Education and I have been a member of 

staff at Lord Lawson for the past 6 years. I have already had the 

pleasure of speaking to a number of you in the early weeks of this 

term. In the future I look forward to creating a strong working 

relationship between the house block and families. My aim of this 

is to help our students have an enjoyable experience within the 

academy and academically fulfil their personal best. 

searle@lordlawson.org.uk 

 

 
My name is Mrs Clarke and I am the Student Welfare and Family 
Liaison Officer for Brookside House.  
My role is vast within Brookside but with students in year 7 it is to 
ultimately make them feel safe, settled and happy when they start 
Lord Lawson. Any issues that students may have they can always 
come and speak to me in the house block. I am looking forward to 
getting to know more of the year 7 students throughout the year 
and building positive relationships with them. Please do not 
hesitate to contact me at jclarke@lordlawson.org.uk if you have 
any queries or concerns.  

 
 

 

My name is Ms Emmerson and I am really looking forward to 

being 7BR1’s tutor this year. I have been a member of staff at 

Lord Lawson for five years, and I am an English teacher here. Our 

tutor room is in EN17, along the English corridor, where I will see 

the children every day except Wednesday week 1, and Thursday 

week 2, when they will work with Mrs Jackson. I can’t wait to work 

with you and your child to have a really positive start at Lord 

Lawson, and to share in their progress and development. Please 

contact me any time at cemmerson@lordlawson.org.uk if you 

have any questions or worries. 

 

 

 
My name is Mr Parkin and I’m very excited to be working with 

7BR2 as a form tutor this year. I have worked at Lord Lawson of 

Beamish Academy for five years as an English teacher and am 

mainly based in EN10 where BR2 will have their tutor period every 

day. I’m really looking forward to getting to know everyone and 

working closely with the group over the next few years. Please 

contact me on jparkin@lordlawson.org.uk if you have any queries.   

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

FLEET 
 

 

Hello and welcome to year 7 and their families. My name is Mrs 
Liddle and I am the Head of Fleet House. I have worked at Lord 
Lawson of Beamish Academy for 23 years as a member of the 
Art Department.  
It has been wonderful to see all the students’ smiling faces over 
the past week. I have been particularly impressed with the 
positive attitude of our year 7 students, who are starting such a 
big new school, regardless of how daunted they have felt. They 
have shown true resilience. 
Fleet House are a committed, caring and supportive pastoral 
team who will ensure that our year 7 students are happy, 
secure, motivated and safe starting their journey here at Lord 
Lawson of Beamish Academy. If you have any queries please 
don’t hesitate to contact me vliddle@lordlawson.org.uk 

 
Hello, I’m Miss Milburn and I’m the Student Welfare and Family 

Liaison Officer for Fleet House. My role is to support and give 

advice to students in school if they come across any difficulties. I 

am the first point of contact for families and carers and I hope to 

get to know you over the next 5 years. Our aim in the house block 

is to make sure that year 7 students are safe, happy and settled so 

that they are engaged in learning and make the most of the 

opportunities here at Lord Lawson. kmilburn@lordlawson.org.uk 

 

 

 

My name is Miss Chisholm and I am the tutor for 7FL2. I have 

been teaching English at Lord Lawson since 2015. I'm really 

looking forward to seeing 7FL2 settle into the academy and grow 

over the years. If you have any questions please feel free to 

contact me at cchisholm@lordlawson.org.uk 

 

 
 

Hi, my name is Miss Isles and I am very lucky to be 7FL1's form 

tutor. This is my first year teaching at Lord Lawson so it is very 

nice being new together with my tutees! I teach technology and 

geography and I am normally based in TE12. It has been an 

absolute pleasure so far to get to know your children and I look 

forward to working with them so they can achieve their full 

potential.  

Please contact me on tisles@lordlawson.org.uk if you have any 

questions or concerns. 

  

mailto:cchisholm@lordlawson.org.uk


 

 

TALBOT 
  

Hello, my name is Mr Cave and I am the Head of Talbot 

House. I have been a member of staff at Lord Lawson for 10 

years and when I'm not working in Talbot house block, your 

child may see me teaching computing. It has been great 

welcoming our new year 7 students and it is great to have 

them with us. Also, I am really looking forward to working with 

you to help your child be successful. 

dcave@lordlawson.org.uk 

  
 
My name is Mrs Smith and I am the Student Welfare and 
Family Liaison Officer for Talbot House. I am really enjoying 
working with our new year 7 students and getting to know 
their families. It is lovely to see them settling in and being 
happy in their new environment. Please do not hesitate to 
contact me at dsmith@lordlawson.org.uk if you have any 
concerns or queries in the months ahead.  
 

 Hello, my name is Mrs Fuller and I have the pleasure of being 

7TA1's tutor this year. I have really enjoyed meeting your 

children and look forward to working with them and you to 

achieve the best they can from their time at Lord Lawson. I 

teach maths and this is my fourth year here. I am based in 

MA211, which is where we meet as a tutor group on a daily 

basis. If you have any questions or concerns then please get 

in touch with me at kfuller@lordlawson.org.uk 
 

 My name is Miss Barnes and I am really looking forward to 

being 7TA2’s tutor this year. I am a new member of staff at 

Lord Lawson this year and I teach French and German within 

the MFL department. Our tutor room is MFL36, where I will 

see your child at the end of each school day. I look forward to 

working with you and hopefully together we 

can encourage your child to achieve their full potential. 

Please contact me on mbarnes@lordlawson.org.uk if you 

have any queries or concerns. 
 

  

My name is Mr Wallace and I am delighted in being 7TA3's 

tutor this year. I have been a member of staff at Lord Lawson 

for several years; my main teaching subject is PE, but I am 

also involved in the mentoring program. Our tutor room is 

TE10, where I will see your child every day. I am looking 

forward to getting to know the tutor group over the coming 

weeks and to help your son or daughter achieve great things 

at Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy. 
Please contact me on pwallace@lordlawson.org.uk if you 

have any queries or concerns. 

 

 



 

 

TURNER 
 

 
My name is Mr McConway and I am Head of House for 
Turner.  I have worked at Lord Lawson for almost 5 years 
now and I teach physical education.  I can be found in Turner 
house block or in the PE Department. I have been really 
impressed with our new year 7 students and I’m delighted to 
acknowledge that they are coping really well with the changes 
we are going through at the academy. If you have any 
queries please don’t hesitate to contact me at 
jmcconway@lordlawson.org.uk 
 
 

 
 
 

Hello my name is Mrs Coates, I am the Student Welfare and 
Family Liaison Officer for Turner House. My role is to support, 
guide and safeguard all students within the house block. I 
have enjoyed meeting our new year 7 students and I look 
forward to working closely with all their families. Please do 
not hesitate to contact me at kcoates@lordlawson.org.uk if 
you have any queries or concerns.  
 
 
 
 
 

 My name is Mr Cumiskey. I teach both English and PE here 
at Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy. I am a year 7 tutor 
(7TU1) and have really enjoyed getting to know my tutees 
since they arrived at the academy at the start of September. I 
have no doubt that within 7TU1 we will soon create strong 
friendships and feel a real sense of belonging here at Lord 
Lawson. My email address is lcumiskey@lordlawson.org.uk If 
any parents or carers of my tutor group have any questions or 
concerns I would love to help support you. As a teacher of 
both English and PE I would love to hear about any sporting 
success from clubs outside of the academy, as well as 
updates on the books my tutees are currently reading.  
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

My name is Miss Falconer and I am 7TU2's tutor this year. I 
have worked at Lord Lawson for 3 years and taught for 9 
years in total. I am the Head of chemistry and teach science 
to all year groups. Our tutor room is Sc28, which is at the end 
of the science corridor. I am looking forward to supporting you 
and your child in the future and working to help them achieve 
their goals. Please contact me 
on sfalconer@lordlawson.org.uk if you have any questions or 
concerns. 

mailto:jmcconway@lordlawson.org.uk


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
I am Mrs McCarthy and I am the Special Educational Needs 
Coordinator (SENDCO) at Lord Lawson of Beamish 
Academy. I am proud to have worked here for 17 years and 
have enjoyed working with our pupils with special educational 
needs for the majority of that time. Our SEN room is based 
near the end of the first floor nestled between sixth form and 
student support, it is here we use specialist interventions for 
the development of English and maths with some 
programmes to support working memory and anxiety.  We 
look forward to working with you and supporting your child 
through school.   
Please contact nmccarthy@lordlawson.org.uk  if you have 
any queries or concerns. 
 
 
 
 

 

My name is Mrs Walsh and I am the Education Welfare 
Officer here at Lord Lawson of Beamish Academy. My main 
areas of responsibility are attendance and punctuality, 
supporting students to be in school as much as possible in 
order to experience and achieve their potential. However, we 
understand that good attendance and punctuality only comes 
when feeling safe and supported so the other areas I work 
across are safeguarding and mental health. I have been lucky 
enough to meet lots of you through my work with Mrs 
Jacobson during our virtual transition and look forward to 
meeting more of you over the next few months and years. If I 
can support you or your child in any way, please contact me 
on  0191 433 4026 ex 222 o Jwalsh@lordlawson.org.uk 

 

 
 
 
 



 

 

 
 

Behaviour System 
 

Over the last two weeks we have had the pleasure of welcoming our students back into school, many of 
whom had not set foot inside the academy building before. 

 
The pastoral team and I have spent time with the students, outlining how we intend to maximise the 
learning potential in classrooms. This has involved creating new routines and procedures for the 
students to reduce the chances of possible transmission of COVID-19 and outlining the introduction of a 
new behaviour system that celebrates positives through the use of praise points and establishes clear 
procedures and sanctions through the consequence system. 

 
Our new praise point system and consequence system will be administrated via the use of Classcharts, 
a web based app that many parents and students are already familiar with due to its use over lockdown 
with the setting of work. 

 
Praise 
Class teachers are now applying praise (P) points for students to recognise where students meet our 
expectations in class and around the school. As you can see from the poster, praise points increase in 
value depending on the types of activity and the level of effort and dedication that a student shows in 
their work. Many of your children will already have received these praise points from staff members. I am 
sure you’ll enjoy seeing these positive messages at home. 

 
Consequences 
Our consequence system will look similar to the system that has been in operation in recent years, but 
there are some key changes to be aware of. A key area for the school to improve is to reduce the 
amount of low level disruption in the classroom. In order to achieve this we must apply a system that has 
certainty in the way we apply it and have consistency in approach in classrooms across the school. 

 
Where sanctions are applied it is imperative that school and home work together to ensure that these are 
carried out. It is this certainty that sanctions will be followed up that will, over time, improve the standards 
of behaviour and increase the progress that students are making. 

 
Detentions are our key method of applying a consequence. Notifications of these detentions is available 
through class charts but we will also send text messages to parents giving 24 hours’ notice of an after-
school detention to allow for arrangements to be made for the detentions to take place. We have an 
expectation that every sanction will be completed in full. The consequence system has four stages: 

 

 C1 is a consequence that is applied for low level behaviour incidents or for times when a 
student does not meet a homework deadline. We will recognise the disruptive nature of this low 
level behaviour by giving a 15 minute detention once they have reached accumulation of 10 
incidents. 

 

 A C2 consequence will be applied for a repeat of C1 behaviour or for a more serious breach in 
standards. The sanction will be a 15 minute detention with a member of staff. This may be 
carried out either during a break, lunch or after school the following evening at the teacher’s 
convenience. 
 

 A C3 consequence will be applied for further repeated incidents of poor behaviour or for more 
serious breaches of standards such as the use of foul language. This will involve a 30 minute 
detention as the sanction, the following evening after school with the teacher who recorded the 
consequence. 

 



 

 

 
 

 A C4 consequence will be used as a last resort in the classroom. This will be applied once a 
teacher has exhausted all other options and a student is not cooperating with the earlier sanctions. 
In the unfortunate event of a C4 being applied, a student will be asked to work in the inclusion 
centre allowing reflection time and an opportunity to understand what could have been handled 
differently so that the likelihood of future incidents are reduced.  

 
A C4 carries a 40 minute detention that we aim to have completed at the end of the same day. This 
reflects the seriousness of the consequence and will allow for the student to draw a line under the 
issue that evening, starting the next day afresh. 

 
 
The following pages provide you with the visual prompts we have around the Academy for all of our 
students. 
 
I do hope that you understand the need for a change in the behaviour system. I look forward to working with 
all parents to deliver a high quality learning environment that will allow all students to reach their full 
potential. 
 
Mr P Walsh 
Assistant Principal - Behaviour and Personal Development 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 


