
Year 6: Comparing People and Places 
Key Questions  

Block A: Local Area 

1. Where on Earth are we? 

2. How do rural & urban lifestyles compare & contrast? 

3. How can I produce maps of both rural & urban areas? 

4. What makes our local area appealing to others? 

Block B: The Grand Canyon 

1. What is the Grand Canyon & how was it formed? 

2. What do topographical maps & photographs tell us 
about the Grand Canyon? 

3. How do local geographic features compare with the 
Grand Canyon? 

Block C: Mexico 

1. Where is Mexico & what are its main cities & biomes? 

2. What can Mexican traditional music, clothing and food 
tell us about the country’s human landscape?  

Block D: Amazon Basin 

1. Where is the Amazon Basin & what geographical     
features make it such a significant part of the world? 

2. What is the impact of trade upon the Amazon Basin? 

Block E: The Alps 

1. Where are the Alps & what are the top heights? 

2. What is life in the Alps like? 

3. How can I replicate a significant geographical feature 
of the Alps (a ski lift)? 

National Curriculum 

Geography  

Locate the world’s countries, using maps to focus on Europe (including 
the location of Russia) and North and South America, concentrating 
on their environmental regions, key physical and human            
characteristics, countries and major cities. 

Understand geographical similarities and differences through the study of 
human and physical geography in a region of the United Kingdom, a 
region in a European country and a region within North or South 
America. 

Describe and understand key aspects of physical geography including 
climate zones, biomes and vegetation belts, rivers, mountains, 
volcanoes and earthquakes. 

Describe and understand human geography including types of settlement 
and land use, economic activity including trade links, and the    
distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals 
and water. 

Vocabulary  

rural   urban    

map    compass   coordinates 

physical features   human features 

topographical maps  erosion  geology 

cities   biomes   human landscape 

fiesta   mariachi music 

climate zones  rivers             vegetation 

economics  trade   natural resources 

deforestation    

Curriculum Links  

Computing 
Select, use and combine a variety of software on a range of digital devices 

to design and create a range of programs, systems and content that 
accomplish given goals. 

 
English 
Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction. 
Extend pupils’ confidence, enjoyment and mastery of language through 

public speaking, performance and debate. 
 
Maths 
Complete, read and interpret information in tables. Connect their work on 

coordinates and scales to their interpretation of graphs.  
 

Art 

Create sketchbooks to record their observations and use them to review 

and revisit ideas. 

Improve their mastery of art and design techniques, including drawing, 

painting and sculpture with a range of materials.  

Learn about great artists in history.  
 
DT 
Use research and develop design criteria to inform the design of         

innovative, functional, appealing products that are fit for purpose, 
aimed at particular individuals or groups. 

Select from and use a wider range of tools and equipment to perform 
practical tasks accurately.  

Select from and use a range of textiles according to their functional    
properties and aesthetic qualities. 

Prepare and cook a variety of predominantly savoury Mexican dishes 

using a range of cooking techniques. 

Understand seasonality, and know where and when a variety of          
ingredients are grown.  

 
Music 
Appreciate and understand music drawn from Mexican traditions. 
Perform Mexican inspired dances using a range of movement patterns. 



Year 6: Comparing People and Places 

Home Learning 

Suggested Websites and Links 

Ordnance Survey Mapzone for children from ordnancesur-
vey.co.uk Detailed digital maps of all rural areas of Great Brit-
ain from magic.gov.uk                                                                                             
How to locate and print out an aerial view of the school 
grounds from education.usgs.gov 
Aerial views and coordinates, for printing out views of the 
school ground from earthexplorer.usgs.gov  

How the Grand Canyon was formed from pbslearningmedia.org 
Information about the Grand Canyon from nps.gov                         
Weathering and erosion in the Grand Canyon - YouTube clip               
The photographs of Ansel Adams from archives.gov  

An introduction to Mexico from bbc.co.uk 
Town and village life in Mexico from bbc.co.uk 
The indigenous people of Mexico from bbc.co.uk 
Maps of Mexico from filminmexico.com                                             
Jarabe Tapatio, (Mexican hat dancing) - YouTube clip 
Folk dancing at the Guelaguetza Festival - YouTube clip 
The Guelaguetza festival in Oaxaca, Mexico from vimeo.com 
Mixtec dance, Guelaguetza Oaxaca - YouTube clip  

Sounds of the rainforest from unique-southamerica-travel-
experience.com 
Video of the Amazon Rainforest from bbc.co.uk 
Information about the Amazon Basin from bbc.co.uk 
About the Amazon’s ‘invisible flying rivers’ from bbc.com 
Google maps from google.co.uk 
Explore the Amazon forest by zip line from google.com                      
Message about deforestation (play to 1min 47) from huffing-
tonpost.co.uk 
Time lapse of deforestation from earthengine.google.org 
Environment vs Development - Amazon: Truth and Myth - 
YouTube clip  

Save the rainforest –YouTube clip 
Slideshow on deforestation from slideshare.net 
Slideshow on the Amazon rainforest from slideshare.net 
Slideshow on deforestation from slideshare.net 
Amazon rainforest PowerPoint presentation - YouTube clip 
How to create a graph or chart from nces.ed.gov  

Northern Italian folk music - YouTube clip 
4 min video of Alpine scenes - YouTube clip 
Facts about the Alps from justfunfacts.com                                   
Facts about the Alps, Europe’s great mountain range from 
justfunfacts.com 
Wildlife in the Alps from alparc.org 
The highest cable car in Europe from compagnie-
dumontblanc.co.uk 
Child-friendly explanation about glaciers formation and ef-
fects from onegeology.org 
Detailed information about glaciers from educa-
tion.nationalgeographic.com                                                              
Printable map of countries the Alps run through from worldat-
las.com 
The Alps from tripadvisor.co.uk 
Information on tourism in the Alps for teachers from 
wwf.panda.org Detailed information on different type of pulley 
systems for ski lifts from mountainpassions.com 
Video showing homemade pulley lift - YouTube clip  

Suggested Activities 

 Identify Hebburn/Jarrow on a range of differ-
ent types of maps 

 Take in/record/photograph local geographical 
features on your daily walk 

 Produce a map of your local area based on field 
study   observations & using online resources 

 Make a positive persuasive presentation about 
your local area, focusing in on geographical fea-
tures 

 Make a Mexican song using instruments or the 
Garage Band app 

 Make a Mexican meal 

 Design and make a ski lift (The Alps) 

Further Topics 
 

Comparing contrasting localities within England 
e,g, How does our local area compare with    
London? 
e,g, How does our local area compare with the Lake  
District? 
 
How has Arizona changed over the years?  
Research how the land has changed and reasons  
behind this. 

https://www.ordnancesurvey.co.uk/mapzone/
http://www.magic.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://www.magic.gov.uk/MagicMap.aspx
http://education.usgs.gov/lessons/schoolyard/NationalMap.html
http://education.usgs.gov/lessons/schoolyard/NationalMap.html
http://earthexplorer.usgs.gov/
http://earthexplorer.usgs.gov/
http://www.pbslearningmedia.org/resource/ess05.sci.ess.earthsys.canyon/the-grand-canyon-how-it-formed/#0
http://www.nps.gov/grca/index.htm
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=eEYn5GCX028
http://www.archives.gov/research/ansel-adams/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0114db0
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0115hm6
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p01148w7
http://filminmexico.com/filming-in-mexico/maps/
https://youtu.be/-5q8T5b5GYQ?t=36
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Xjhu65drsoE
https://vimeo.com/46936958
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=W3-jtiaYQc0
http://www.unique-southamerica-travel-experience.com/rainforest-sounds.html
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p0039zg5
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p003vng9
https://www.bbc.com/future/story/20130326-amazons-invisible-flying-rivers
https://www.google.co.uk/maps
https://www.google.com/streetview/gallery/#amazon/top-of-amazon-forest-zip-line
http://www.huffingtonpost.co.uk/hrh-the-prince-of-wales/video-message-for-the-deforestation-event_b_1614988.html
https://earthengine.google.org/#intro/Amazon
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=feLqh4juPqY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=lv3dowL4cuE
http://www.slideshare.net/zeal_eagle/deforestation-13172668
http://www.slideshare.net/geogdocs/amazon-rainforest-presentation
http://www.slideshare.net/threeseconds/deforestation-causes-effects-and-solutions
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UfAfZhRWkXo
http://nces.ed.gov/nceskids/createagraph/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=y1VMh2RAEXs
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=UHv-JdSp1Kk
http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-facts-about-the-alps/
http://justfunfacts.com/interesting-facts-about-the-alps/
http://www.alparc.org/the-alps/fascinating-wildlife
http://www.compagniedumontblanc.co.uk/en/site-overview/aiguille-du-midi
http://www.onegeology.org/extra/kids/earthprocesses/alpineGlaciers.html
http://www.onegeology.org/extra/kids/earthprocesses/alpineGlaciers.html
http://education.nationalgeographic.com/education/encyclopedia/glacier/?ar_a=1
http://www.worldatlas.com/aatlas/infopage/alps.htm
https://www.tripadvisor.co.uk/Tourism-g2324478-The_Alps-Vacations.htm
http://wwf.panda.org/what_we_do/where_we_work/alps/problems/tourism/
http://www.mountainpassions.com/winter-ski/winter_activities/ski-lifts.html#.VXhHZc9Viko
http://www.mountainpassions.com/winter-ski/winter_activities/ski-lifts.html#.VXhHZc9Viko
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mKDXixBT8oY

