
Geography Curriculum Passport
Intent:
To provide children with a curriculum that provides a coherent understanding of the world around them and its people, 
knowing where they are from and how their local area and its use has changed over time. To ensure children have an 
understanding of environmental factors both human and physical which are relevant to their lives, and being able to 
compare and contrast these features to countries outside of the United Kingdom. To provide children with the geographical 
skills to collect and analyse data; use maps, globes, compasses, aerial photographs and other digital resources and to 
communicate their information in a variety of ways. To inspire curiosity and fascination in the world, in order to question 
how the world is changing and our impact on human and physical features, not just through geographical resources, but 
also through fieldwork and educational visits. 



Our world 



Where are we in the world?



Where are we in the world?



Where are we in the United Kingdom and in England? 



These are the 8 points of a compass.
Jarrow is in the Northeast of England.



Me, Myself and I Knowledge end points:
To name key places in our local area.
To use geographical language to describe 
the local area.
To use directional language to describe 
location.
To create a map of the local area.
To locate England and other countries on a 
UK map.

Skills end points:
To name features of a town.
To use a map to navigate from a start and 
end point.
To know the 4 points of a compass.
To create an accurate key when producing a 
local map.
To name and locate England, Wales, 
Scotland and Northern Ireland on a blank 
map. 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Street A public road in a city, 
town or village with 
houses and buildings on 
one or both sides. 

Urban A busy location which 
has lots of houses and 
usually shops and 
offices.

Rural It is a location in the 
country. It is not usually 
as busy as an urban 
place. 

Address Locates exactly where 
someone lives. 

Key facts to remember:

A village is usually associated with the countryside and is smaller 
than a town.

Every street in our country has a postcode. 

Your address is the name of the street you live in, the number or 
name of your house; the village, town or city.

Maps have a range of small pictures called symbols for schools, 
churches, post offices and pubs.  

The United Kingdom is made up of 4 countries England, Scotland, 
Wales and Northern Ireland. 

Trips and visitors:
We took a trip around the 
local area. 

Our local area has a range of different 
roads, streets and buildings. We can find 
shops, churches, supermarkets and post 
offices in our local area. Using maps we are 
able to find our way around our local area. 
We live in England and our capital city is 
London. The United Kingdom is made up of 
4 countries England, Wales, Scotland and 
Northern Ireland. 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topic
s/zyhp34j/articles/z4v3jhv

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/articles/z4v3jhv
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zyhp34j/articles/z4v3jhv


Me, Myself and I Knowledge Check...

Where do we live?

What is a town?

What is the same/different about a town and a city?

What buildings do we find in our town?

What is the difference between physical and human features? 



Megastructures Knowledge end points:
To use simple compass directions and locational 
and directional language to describe the location 
of features and routes on a map.
Use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to 
recognise landmarks and basic human and 
physical features. 
To use simple fieldwork and observational skills 
to study the geography of their school and its 
grounds and the key human and physical 
features of its surrounding environment.

Skills end points:
To follow simple directions using a compass.
To use a map to navigate from a start and end 
point.
To know the 4 points of a compass.
To follow a map to find landmarks.
To understand the difference between physical 
and human features.
To identify human and physical features. 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Structure A building or other object 
constructed from several 
parts.

Compass An instrument containing a 
magnetized pointer which 
shows the direction of 
magnetic bearings from it.

Architecture The art or practice of 
designing and constructing 
buildings.

Landmark an object or feature of a 
landscape or town that is 
easily seen and recognized 
from a distance, especially 
one that enables someone to 
establish their location.

Key facts to remember:

Structure’s can have a variety of different purposes. They play a 
huge part in the local and wider community.

A physical feature is a natural feature such as mountains, seas, 
oceans, rivers, mountains, hills, cliffs and forests. 

A human feature is a man made feature such as schools, bridges, 
harbours, shops, churches, railways and roads. 

Map symbols are used to represent real objects. Each map symbol 
is found on a map key.

Landmarks are found in different cities and towns in places all over 
the world. 

Trips and visitors:
A trip to the Quayside. 
Looking megastructures 
found there. Look at the 
Tyne, Millenium and Swing 
Bridge. A visit to the Baltic 
and Sage to complete 
workshops.

We will explore our local, built up 
environment. We will learn that the 
environment is not just the fields and 
seas but also the buildings and 
structures around us. We will ask 
questions about what we like about 
the structures of our local area and 
why. We will also find a range of 
structures from around the world.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k
0aSlqYICUY

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0aSlqYICUY
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=k0aSlqYICUY


Megastructures Knowledge Check...

What is a structure?

What is a landmark?

Can you name any local landmarks?

Can you name any landmarks from around the world? 

Where do we find megastructures?

Why are structures on the river important?



Ship Ahoy Knowledge end points:
To name key places in our local area.
To use geographical language to describe 
the beach, cliffs, coast and seas.
To understand the importance of the coast to 
the local area.

Skills end points:
To name features of our town and local 
coastline.
To identify and discuss human and physical 
features of our coastline.
To explain what tourism is.
To understand why people go to the coast.
To explain the benefits of living close to the 
coast. Wider 

Vocabulary 
Meaning 

Cliff A steep rock face usually at 
the edge of the sea.

Tide  The rise and fall of the sea 
usually caused by the pull of 
gravity from the moon and 
sun.

Lighthouse A tower containing a beacon 
of light  to warn or guide 
ships at sea.

Beach A pebbly or sandy shore, 
between the sea and higher 
land place. 

Key facts to remember:

In the United Kingdom no one lives more than 130Km from the sea. 

Most sandy beaches are well known for children using a bucket 
and spade to build sandcastles.

Coasts have many different features, such as caves, cliffs, mudflats 
and beaches. 

South Shields boasts extensive beaches, sand dunes and coves, 
as well as dramatic limestone cliffs with grassy areas above known 
as The Leas, which cover three miles of the coastline and are a 
National Trust protected area.

Marsden Bay, with its famous Marsden Rock and historic Grotto 
public house and restaurant set in the cliffs, is home to one of the 
largest seabird colonies in Britain.

Trips and visitors:
A trip to the beach and 
Souter Lighthouse. 

People have been going to the seaside for 
many years for a range of reasons. The 
seaside has a range of human and physical 
features. Our nearest beach is South Shields 
and it is made up of sand, cliffs, rocks, caves 
and dunes. Many people come for a day out 
and to explore the different features of our 
wonderful coastline.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-vi
deo/william-whiskerson-seaside-town/zd8
8qp3
South Tyneside coastline
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnWL
xkCUc0U

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/william-whiskerson-seaside-town/zd88qp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/william-whiskerson-seaside-town/zd88qp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/william-whiskerson-seaside-town/zd88qp3
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnWLxkCUc0U
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OnWLxkCUc0U


Ship Ahoy Knowledge Check...

What would we find at the seaside?

Where is our local beach?

What physical features would we find along our coastline?

What human features would we find along our coastline?

Why are seaside resorts so popular?

Where else in the world would we find a seaside resort?
 



Frozen Planet Knowledge end points:
To find the North and South Pole on a globe and 
world map. 
To know how the weather changes in relation to 
the equator. 
To find the polar regions on a world map.  
To compare life in different regions. 
To find the Southern Ocean and know it 
surrounds Antarctica and to find the Arctic Ocean 
which surrounds the Arctic. 

Skills end points:
To use maps, atlases and globes to find places 
studied. 
To explain how seasons are at different times.
To compare similarities and differences between 
different regions of the world.  
To identify oceans of the world and know the 
importance of an ocean. 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Hemisphere It is half the Earth divided into 
the north and south by the 
equator.

Equatour An imaginary line around the 
centre of the Earth. It is very 
hot at the Equator. .

Continent A large solid area of land 
made up of different 
countries. 

South Pole The most Northern place on 
Earth. 

North Pole The most Southern place on 
the Earth. 

Ocean A very large expanse of sea, 
in particular each of the main 
areas into which the sea is 
divided geographically.

Polar habitats are located in the very north 
and very south of the globe – the two pole 
ends of the Earth. The northern polar region 
is called the Arctic, and in the south the polar 
region is the continent of Antarctica.
Arctic sea ice keeps the polar regions cool 
and helps moderate global climate. As sea 
ice melts in the summer, it exposes the dark 
ocean surface. The Arctic also helps 
circulate the world's ocean currents, moving 
cold and warm water around the globe.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/
b00mfl7n/clips

Key facts to remember:

Despite the low temperatures over 4 million people live in the polar 
regions. 

There are 7 continents in the world Europe, Africa, Asia, 
Australasia, Antarctica, North America and South America. 

The 5 oceans are the Atlantic, Pacific, Southern, Indian and Arctic. 

The Southern Ocean surrounds Antarctica and the Arctic Ocean 
surrounds the Arctic. 

The Inuit people live in the far northern areas of Alaska, Canada, 
Siberia, and Greenland. They originally made their home along the 
Alaskan coast, but migrated to other areas. Everything about the 
lives of the Inuit is influenced by the cold tundra climate in which 
they live

Trips and visitors:
Making ice 
sculptors.
Igloo building. 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00mfl7n/clips
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b00mfl7n/clips


Frozen Planet Knowledge Check...

How many continents in the world?

Can you name the continents?

Which continent do we live in?

How many oceans in the world?

Can you name the oceans?



Extreme Explorers  Knowledge end points:
To identify seasonal change and weather 
patterns. 
To understand and use key vocabulary relating to 
weather and seasons. 
To locate hot and cold regions on a world map.
To understand how climate change is affecting 
the environment.

Skills end points:
To explain why weather is different depending on 
where you are in the world.  
To explain how seasons are at different times.
To compare similarities and differences between 
different regions of the world.  
To identify climate change and the negative effect 
it has on the environment.

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Climate The average measurements 
of temperature, wind, 
humidity, snow, and rain in a 
place over the course of 
years.

Explorer A person who explores an 
area which is unknown.

Weather The state of the atmosphere, 
describing for example the 
degree to which it is hot or 
cold, wet or dry.

Seasons Different times during the year 
with different types of 
weather. 

Expedition A journey for a particular 
purpose. 

 Significant Meaningful and important. 

Our world is big and wide with a range of 
contrasting locations. In the past some parts 
of the world were unknown and it was up to 
different explorers to find out all they could 
about the unknown. Captain Robert Falcon 
Scott is a significant individual from the past. 
He was a famous explorer who had been to 
Antarctica. He wanted to be the first person 
to go to the South Pole. If it was not for 
extreme explorers such as Scott we would 
not know as much as we do about the world 
we live in.
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-cl
ips-video/ks2-robert-falcon-scott/zdh
dgwx

Key facts to remember:

South Pole is defined as the southern point of the two points where 
Earth's axis of rotation.

The South Pole receives no sunlight at all, and from May 11 to 
August 1. 

Robert Falcon Scott - A Royal Navy Officer who led expeditions to 
the Antarctic regions in the early 1900s.

Lewis Pugh- A modern endurance swimmer who advocates for the 
protection of the ocean.

We must recycle, save electricity and walk instead of getting the 
bus or car to help the environment. 

Trips and visitors:
Ice Bar Visit. 
Skype call from 
Lewis Pugh!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-robert-falcon-scott/zdhdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-robert-falcon-scott/zdhdgwx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/class-clips-video/ks2-robert-falcon-scott/zdhdgwx


Extreme Explorers Knowledge Check...

What are the key physical features in the UK and South Pole? 

What are the key human features in the UK and South Pole?

How are they the same/different?

Why did Scott fail in his mission?

Why is Scott a significant individual? 

What can we do to stop global warming? 



I’m a Survivor  Knowledge end points:
To identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in 
the United Kingdom. 
To use simple compass directions (North, South, 
East and West) and locational and directional 
language.
To describe the location of features and routes on 
a map.

Skills end points:
To explain why weather is different depending on 
where you are in the world.
To use a compass correctly to find objects 
located in the school grounds.
To use a simple map to complete a route around 
the local area. 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Survive To remain alive.

Route A course of travel from one 
place to another. 

Waterproof A material that does not 
absorb water. 

Shelter A place or structure that gives 
protection against weather or 
danger.

Compass An instrument containing a 
magnetized pointer which 
shows the direction of 
magnetic bearings from it.

 Camouflage Disguising and blending in 
with a setting. 

Animals and humans need a range of 
things to survive. Humans need air, 
water, food and shelter, they need to 
adapt to different conditions.
We will be learning how to survive and 
how to use maps.and compasses to 
explore the local area. 
We will complete a survival course 
focusing on map reading and compass 
direction.  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topic
s/z6882hv/articles/zx38wmn

Key facts to remember:

We get different seasons (winter, spring, summer and autumn) because the 
Earth's axis is tilted. When it is summer in the UK when the Northern Hemisphere 
is tilted towards the Sun. It is winter in the UK when the northern hemisphere is 
tilted away from the Sun.

North, South, East and West are the four cardinal directions used on a compass.

Maps have a range of different signs and symbols to represent different features 
on the map.

A shelter can protect you from the sun, insects, wind, rain, snow, hot or cold 
temperatures and enemy observation.

Trips and visitors:
Survival Day!

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zx38wmn
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z6882hv/articles/zx38wmn


I’m a Survivor Knowledge Check...
What are the four seasons?

Why do we get different seasons?

What is a compass?

Why do we use symbols on a map?

What does each symbol represent? 



Amazing Africa Knowledge end points:
To identify the UK and its 4 countries.
To name and locate the 7 continents.
To name and locate the 5 oceans.
To understand geographical similarities and 
differences.

Skills end points:
To name and locate the 4 countries of the UK 
on a map.
To use a blank map of the world to locate 
continents.
To identify Africa and its surrounding oceans 
on a world map.  
To compare London and Nairobi.

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Desert A desert is a very dry 
place that 
experiences little 
rain. 

Humid When there is a lot of 
moisture in the air it 
is said to be humid. 
Hot countries are 
often humid.

Scorching  To burn slightly or 
cause a change in 
colour because of the 
heat. 

Tourism People travelling for 
fun to see the sights 
of a different location. 

Key facts to remember:

Not all deserts are covered in sand. Only 20% of all deserts are 
covered in sand.

Even though we think they should be not all deserts are hot. Two of 
the world’s biggest deserts are the North and South Pole . 

The world’s largest hot desert is the Sahara it covers large parts of 
Algeria, Chad, Egypt, Libya, Mali, Mauritania and Niger.

There are 54 countries in Africa.

The River Nile is the largest river in the world it flows through 11 
countries in Africa. 

Mount Kilimanjaro is the highest mountain in Africa. 

Trips and visitors:
We have taste tested 
some African fruit. 

Recommended Reads:
Meerkat Mail - Emily 
Gravett. 

Handa’s Surprise - Eileen 
Browne

Africa is the world's second-largest and 
second-most populous continent, after Asia. At 
about 30.3 million km2 including adjacent 
islands, it covers 6% of Earth's total surface 
area and 20% of its land area. With 1.3 billion 
people as of, it accounts for about 16% of the 
world's human population. The continent is 
surrounded by the Mediterranean Sea to the 
north, the Isthmus of Suez and the Red Sea to 
the northeast, the Indian Ocean to the 
southeast and the Atlantic Ocean to the west. 
Chief exports include corn, diamonds, fruits, 
gold, metals and minerals, sugar, and wool.
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYHMWm
yVfo

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYHMWmyVfo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PSYHMWmyVfo


Amazing Africa Knowledge Check...

What is Africa?

Where is Africa?

What will we find in Africa?

Can you name any countries in Africa?

What is the same/different about Africa and England?



The era of the Ancient Egyptians began with 
settlements forming along the River Nile in around 
3500 BC. The river was very important in allowing 
people to survive during this era; it provided food, 
water, transport and the mud was even used to 
make their homes. The river floods every year, 
which brings a rich dark silt onto the land and 
makes it very fertile. They were also responsible 
for the building of pyramids. 

https://schmidtancientegypt.weebly.com/physical--
human-characteristics.html - Physical and human 
features.

https://www.ancient-egypt-online.com/ancient-egy
ptian-geography.html - geography of ancient 
Egypt.

Ancient Egypt
Knowledge end points:

To be able to research and name some of the human 
and physical features in ancient Egypt. 

To identify the River Nile and understand its 
importance to ancient Egyptian civilisation. 

To understand the vegetation belt in Egypt, and the 
impact of the River Nile upon this. 

To know about the Egyptian lifestyle during this era. 

To know the location of Egypt, in relation to the UK. 

Skills end points:

To use the 8 points of a compass to describe the 
location of key features to the River Nile. 

To locate Egypt using a map, atlas and digital mapping. 
To use 4 and 6 figure grid references.

Wider Vocabulary Meaning 

Vegetation Plants growing collectively, 
especially those found in 
particular area or habitat.

Ancient Belonging to the very distant 
past and no longer in 
existence.

Settlement A place where people establish 
a community. 

Pyramids A monumental structure, built 
as a tomb for those who have 
died.

Era A long and distinct period of 
history.

Flooding The covering of land that is 
normally dry, with water. 

Key facts to remember:

The ancient Egyptians were an early civilisation and were one of the first 
settlements. 

The River Nile provided food, fertile land and transport opportunities. It was 
called the ‘gift of the Nile’.

The ancient Egyptian era lasted over 3000 years!

Ancient Egyptians believed their country was divided into two distinct 
geographical sections: the black land (the fertile land next to the River Nile) 
and the red land (the barren desert that made up the rest of the country).

The climate in Ancient Egypt was hot and dry, with little rainfall. 

The River Nile is seen as responsible for allowing civilisation to flourish 
during the era of the ancient Egyptians. 

Trips and visitors:

Recommended Reads: 
So You Think You’ve Got It 
Bad: A Kid’s Life In Ancient 
Egypt - Chae Strathie and 
Marisa Morea. 

Egypt Magnified - David Long 
and Harry Bloom. 

https://schmidtancientegypt.weebly.com/physical--human-characteristics.html
https://schmidtancientegypt.weebly.com/physical--human-characteristics.html
https://www.ancient-egypt-online.com/ancient-egyptian-geography.html
https://www.ancient-egypt-online.com/ancient-egyptian-geography.html


Ancient Egypt Knowledge Check...

Where does the River Nile run through Egypt?

Why was the River Nile so important to ancient Egyptian civilisation?

What did people tend to transport down the River Nile?

Can you use a compass to find the location of Egypt in comparison to the UK? 

What are some of the human features of ancient Egypt?

Was the flooding of the Nile damaging or beneficial for the people who had settled 
in this area?



Only 6% of the Earth’s surface is covered by rainforests. 
However, half of all animal and plant species live in 
rainforests. That is why they are so important! They can 
be found on every continent except Antarctica. A 
rainforest is an area with a group of evergreen trees that 
has a lot of rainfall. Some have been around for millions 
of years. They are affected by deforestation (where trees 
are cut to make land for farming and living) and global 
warming. One rainforest in particular, the Amazon 
rainforest, is the world’s largest rainforest. It is home to 
part of the Amazon River, which is very important for 
transport, food and agriculture.

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physi
cal-geography/15-cool-things-about-rainforests/ - Facts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/

bitesize/clips/zfp34wx- Threats to the rainforest. 

Rainforests
Knowledge end points:

To know rainforests are mostly located around the equator 
and within the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn. 

To know the layers of the rainforest and the species within.

To compare rainforests and their climate.

To know how land is used and how life is different to our own.

To know the threat the rainforest is under due to deforestation.

To understand the importance of the Amazon River.  

Skills end points:

To find rainforests on a map using an atlas and digital 
mapping (using 4 and 6 point grid references).

To locate the equator and the Tropic of Cancer and 
Capricorn. 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Emergent layer The tops of trees. This 
could be nearly 40m 
high!

Canopy layer This could be up to 30m 
up off the ground. 
Branches overlap here.

Understory This has shrubs, 
growing trees and 
vines. 

Deforestation Where trees are cut 
down to create land for 
farming.

Biomes Biological communities 
that live in a shared 
climate.

Endangered A species that may 
become extinct. 

Climate The weather conditions 
over a long period. 

Key facts to remember:

A rainforest has four layers: The canopy layer, the emergent layer, the understory and 
the forest floor. 

The Amazon Rainforest is the largest rainforest and is located in South America.

The rainforest is a habitat for over half of the world’s plant and animal species such as 
poison dart frogs, sloths and toucans.

Most tropical rainforests are found in the Tropic of Cancer and the Tropic of Capricorn 
and around the equator (the line that divides the Earth in two). 

The weather is hot and humid and there is a lot of rainfall. 

It can take 10 minutes for a raindrop to fall through the thick canopy to the forest floor.

The Amazon River is the largest river in the world for its capacity of water. 

Trips and visitors:
We visited the Winter Gardens 
in Sunderland to see what it is 
like inside the rainforest. 

Recommended Reads: 
The Voices of the Rainforest, 
The Great Kapok Tree and 
different information texts. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/15-cool-things-about-rainforests/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/15-cool-things-about-rainforests/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfp34wx
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zfp34wx


Rainforest Knowledge Check...

What are some key features of the rainforest?

What are the vegetation layers in a rainforest?

Can you suggest a location that has a rainforest? Why might that rainforest be 
under threat?

What is being done to try and protect rainforests?

Can you name the river in the Amazon Rainforest? Why is it important?

Can you locate the Equator/Northern Hemisphere/Southern Hemisphere/the 
Tropics of Cancer and Capricorn?



There’s No Place Like Home Knowledge end points:

To identify local landmarks and monuments.

To know our continent, country, county and town.

To identify nearby major cities. 

To identify local human and physical features.

To know how land is used in the area and how this has 
changed. 

To know that we have a specific time zone - GMT.

Skills end points:

To locate points on aerial photographs.

To recognise and refer to 8 points on a compass. 

To use grid references and symbols on a key to locate 
different things on a map.  

To collect digital images of a local area to identify physical and 
human features. 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Compass Something we use to help 
show direction. The 4 points 
are North, East, South and 
West. 

Local Something in our 
neighbourhood or nearby 
area.

 Grid referencing When a map is broken into 
segments which can be 
referenced with letters and 
numbers. 

City Has a higher population 
than a town. 

Human geography Changes to the area which 
are caused by humans e.g. 
buildings.

Physical geography Natural things in the area 
e.g. rivers and seas.

Key facts to remember:

Our continent is Europe. We live in England, Great Britain.
Our county is Tyne and Wear and our town is Jarrow. 

The cities near to us are Newcastle and Sunderland. 

Physical features local to us are beaches and the River Tyne 
and the River Wear. 

Land used to be used for mining and shipyards (near the river). 
This has changed over time. 

We use compass points to explain direction- North, East, South 
and West. Or North East written as NE, NW, SE, SW etc. 

Trips and visitors:
We went on a walk around 
the local area to identify 
human features we could 
identify on a map and 
aerial photograph. A trip to 
Beamish showed us what 
our town may have looked 
like in the past. 

Jarrow is located in the North East of 
England in the county Tyne and Wear. 
Jarrow is a town which is near to the cities 
Sunderland and Newcastle. Our local area 
has changed through the years as the land 
was once used for mining and the building of 
ships. It is still an industrial area with 
factories such as Nissan. Local physical 
features include beaches and rivers. Human 
features include monuments such as the 
Angel of the North and Penshaw Monument. 



There’s No Place Like Home Knowledge Check...

Name the 8 points of a compass. Using this compass point, where are we located 
in Great Britain?

Which county do we live in?

Can you name 3 of the local monuments?

Can you name the 2 cities that are closest to Jarrow?

How has the land changed here over time?

What feature would you add to the local area to develop it further?



Mountains make up 5% of land on Earth and can 
be found across the world. There are several 
mountain ranges in the UK such as The Pennines 
and the Lake District. Mountains are formed in 
many different ways. Volcanoes are often found 
where tectonic plates meet- that’s why we don’t 
have any in the UK. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geograph
y/physical-geography/volcano-facts/- Volcanoes

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/artic
les/z4g3qp3- Mountains BBC 

Mighty Mountains Knowledge end points:

To identify and locate mountain ranges across the 
Earth. 

To name local mountains.

To know the key features of mountains.

To know how mountains and volcanoes are formed.

To know what happens in a volcanic eruption. 

To understand how mountainous areas contribute to 
tourism.

Skills end points:

To find mountains and mountain ranges using maps, 
atlases and a globe. 

To use a key and symbols to identify key human and 
physical features in a tourist area (e.g. the Lake 
District). 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Peak/ summit The highest point of a 
mountain. 

Valley A ditch or dip between two 
mountains.

 Ridge The steep slope at the the 
side of a mountain.

Plateau Flat land that is higher than 
the surrounding area.

Tectonic plates These make up the Earth’s 
outer layer (crust) and can 
shift. 

Magma Found within a volcano.

Lava Hot, molten liquid that has 
erupted from a volcano. 

Dormant A volcano that hasn’t 
erupted for over 10,000 
years.

Key facts to remember:

There are many mountain ranges across the World such as The Himalayas (Asia) , 
The Andes (South America), The Alps (Europe) and The Rockies (North America). This 
is a place where there are lots of mountains. 

Mount Everest is the highest mountain. It is 8,850m high. 

Mountains have to be 600m tall. Anything smaller are hills. 

Mountains in the UK include Ben Nevis and Snowdon. Mountain ranges in the UK 
include The Pennines and the Lake District. 

Volcanoes are caused when magma rises to the surface of the earth. They can be 
active or dormant. 

Mountains and volcanoes provide a great deal of tourism, with over 50 million people 
visiting mountains each year. Lots of people go to climb, ski etc. This brings a lot of 
money for people who live in these areas, as they provide food, lodgings and tourist 
activities. 

Trips and visitors:
We visited the local 
climbing wall. 

Recommended Reads: 
My Side of the Mountain

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/volcano-facts/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/geography/physical-geography/volcano-facts/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z4g3qp3
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z849q6f/articles/z4g3qp3


Mighty Mountains Knowledge Check...

Can you name 3 mountain ranges from around the world?

What is the name of the largest mountain in the world?

How are mountains formed?

Where are volcanoes mostly located?

What happens when a volcano erupts?

How do mountains and volcanoes contribute to tourism? 

Can you identify some key features (using a key) in a mountainous tourist 
location? 



Chocolate - South America Study
Knowledge end points:

To identify countries around the equator where cocoa 
grows. 

To know how land is used in other places such as 
South America. 

To compare our own country to one in South America. 

To compare what different countries produce and 
manufacture. 

To compare the timezone to Prime/Greenwich 
Meridian.

Skills end points:

To use a map, atlas and globe to identify countries and 
the equator.  

To use data to suggest the climate of areas used to 
grow cocoa.

To use 4 and 6 point grid references to identify areas 
within South America. 

Wider 
Vocabulary 

Meaning 

Equator The central line which 
splits the Earth into the 
Northern and Southern 
Hemisphere. 

Climate The general weather 
conditions of an area that 
remain over a long period 
of time. 

 Pampas Fertile South American 
lands that covers 750,000 
km2 of land. 

Fair Trade An organisation which 
ensures farmers who grow 
things like bananas, cocoa 
and coffee get fair trade 
deals.

Time Zone A range of longitudes 
across the Earth where a 
common standard time is 
used.

Key facts to remember:

Cocoa grows in warm countries near the equator such as Peru, Chile, 
Nigeria and Ghana. 

South America is a continent where cocoa grows. It contains 12 states 
including: Peru, Brazil, Argentina, Chile, Colombia and Ecuador. 

South America is home to the Amazon River, the Amazon Rainforest and 
the Andes mountain range. 

Fair Trade protects the rights of farmers who grow and sell cocoa in poorer 
countries. 

There is lots of farming in South America on the Pampas but there are 
major cities such as San Paulo where more than 20 million people live. 

South America is four hours behind the centre of the UK (GMT).

Trips and visitors:
We taste tested 
chocolate from 
different regions. 

Recommended 
Reads:
A Pen Pal for Max.
Amazon Diary: The 
Jungle Adventures of 
Alex Winter.  

Cocoa grows in warm climates - that’s why 
many places around the equator produce it. 
One of the key areas that produces cocoa is 
South America containing countries such as 
Peru and Chile. Cocoa is grown and then 
shipped to places where it is used to make 
chocolates which we see on our shelves. 

https://www.ducksters.com/geography/south
america.php - South America facts. 

https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/ent
ertainment/general-entertainment/chocolate/
- Process of growing cocoa. 

https://www.ducksters.com/geography/southamerica.php
https://www.ducksters.com/geography/southamerica.php
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/entertainment/general-entertainment/chocolate/
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/kids-club/entertainment/general-entertainment/chocolate/


Chocolate (South America) Knowledge Check...

What climate does cocoa grow in?

Can you locate South America on the map (using a 4 and 6 point grid reference)? 
Why is this country used for cocoa plantations?

What is fair trade? 

What is the time difference between South America and the UK?

How is the land used in South America in comparison to the UK?

Can you identify any other countries around the equator that grow cocoa?



Local Area - Coastal Study
Knowledge end points:

To know how erosion and weathering can alter the landscape. 

To understand how coastal features are formed, and identify 
these features in the UK. 

To know how water and weather has changed the UK 
coastline. 

To understand the impact humans have on coastlines.

To understand changes to coastlines in the local area. 

Skills end points:

To use maps, atlases and globes to identify local coastlines. 

To recognise and refer to 8 points on a compass, and be able 
to use this to identify coastlines in the local area.  

To sketch a map of the local area, including grid references. 

Use fieldwork from local area trip to sketch a diagram of a 
local feature in order to support observations of change due to 
weathering/erosion. 

Wider Vocabulary Meaning 

Tide The rise and fall of the sea 
usually caused by the pull of 
gravity from the moon and 
the sun. 

Erosion The gradual destruction or 
diminishing of something 
caused by wind, water or 
other natural agents.

Weathering Change in texture or 
appearance of something 
due to prolonged exposure 
to the atmosphere.

Resort A seaside resort is a town or 
place where people go to 
holiday by the sea. 

Cliff A steep rock face usually at 
the edge of the sea. 

Trips and visitors:
Visit to local coastline 
to investigate features.

Recommended 
Reads:
A First Book of the 
Sea - Nicola Davies 
and Emily Sutton.
At the Beach - Roland 
Harvey.

Nowhere in the UK is more than 70 miles 
(130KM) from the sea. Coastlines make up a 
large part of the key features of the UK. 
Coastlines provide opportunities to explore key 
geographical concepts and ideas, including 
human and physical features. Jarrow has a 
number of local beaches, including Marsden 
which has been subject to large scale coastal 
erosion. 

https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources
/investigating-coasts - investigating coasts.

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zc2pvcw - 
Beaches.

Key facts to remember:

Many coasts have different features, such as caves, cliffs, mudflats and 
beaches. 

In the United Kingdom, no one lives more than 70 miles from a sea. 

Around 25% of the UK’s tourism comes from visits to the seaside/coast. 

Most British seaside resorts are famous for their fish and chips, which were 
served in old newspapers until the 1980s. 

The ferry terminal at North Shields is still a major port, with big name DFDS 
operating two ferries a day between the North East and Amsterdam.

Marsden Rock is a limestone rock formation situated in Marsden, South 
Shields. It has been subject to a large amount of erosion. 

https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-coasts
https://www.geography.org.uk/teaching-resources/investigating-coasts
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/clips/zc2pvcw


Coastal Study Knowledge Check...

What are erosion and weathering?

What are some of the human and physical features along our local coastline in 
South Shields?

How has our coastline changed over the years? Why?

Name three benefits of tourism to our coastline. Name three implications of 
tourism.

Using the 8 points of a compass, in what direction is Marsden beach from our 
school?



Islamic Civilisation
Knowledge end points:

To understand the importance of cartography. 

To understand the importance of cartography for trade during 
the ‘Golden Era’. 

To know some of the key features of these early maps, 
including the innovation of using coordinates and locations on 
a map. 

Skills end points:

To be able to navigate around digital mapping.

To identify key features of an early Islamic Civilisation map 
and compare it to the modern day map. 

To sketch own map, including key features. 

To use a compass consisting of 8 points. 

Wider Vocabulary Meaning 

Cartography Cartography is the study 
and practice of making 
maps.

Civilisation The stage of human social 
and cultural development 
and organisation that is 
considered the most 
advanced. 

Radius A straight line from the 
centre of a sphere to its 
circumference. 

Trade The act of buying and 
selling goods and services, 

Trips and visitors:

Recommended 
Reads:
The Splendid Kingdom

The era of early Islamic civilisation saw a large 
drive for geographical knowledge. Faith was a 
crucial factor here, with the desire to understand 
the breadth of God’s creation. There was also a 
practical element, with the increase of trade, to 
provide a description and map of the main trade 
routes of the Muslim world. 

http://alfutuhat.com/islamiccivilization/Geography/
Central%20Geography.html - Development of 
geographical knowledge. 

Key facts to remember:

Cartography is the creation of maps and this developed in the era. 

Paper was beginning to be used and symbols were used for numbers which 
we still use today!

Various Islamic people contributed to the development of maps, after lots of 
navigation and exploration around Muslim regions and other areas (such as 
China, Asia and Africa) during this golden era. 

Cartographers made great mathematical advances in creating maps, 
including 

Early map making in Islamic Civilisation became increasingly important as 
trade increased. Maps helped with sea navigation and key trade routes to 
other countries. 

http://alfutuhat.com/islamiccivilization/Geography/Central%20Geography.html
http://alfutuhat.com/islamiccivilization/Geography/Central%20Geography.html


Islamic Civilisation Knowledge Check...

What is cartography?

Why were maps so important during early Islamic Civilisation?

How did the production of maps support trade?



Knowledge end points:

To identify features of the settlements in ancient Greece. 

To understand why geography was important to creating trade 
and supporting trade links for the distribution of goods. 

To know the different features of Greek architecture and how 
they have influenced architecture in the modern day Western 
World. 

To locate Greece on a world map, using coordinates, and 
being able to describe its location in relation to the UK. 

To look at the climate of Greece and compare it to that of the 
UK.

Skills end points:

To use secondary data to record and present some key 
human features in ancient Greek architecture (the 3 orders). 

To use digital mapping to describe settlement use in ancient 
Greece, and to be able to provide reasoning. 

To use the 8 points of a compass to describe Greece’s 
location in relation to the UK. 

Ancient Greece was particularly important to 
human geography. The architecture that 
developed during this time has heavily influenced 
architecture in the modern day Western World 
(such as government buildings and monuments). 
Geography was also an important focus for 
people in ancient Greece; it was responsible for  
influencing a lot of civilisation and settlements 
that developed during this time. 

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greec
e/architecture.php - Ancient Greek architecture.

https://greece.mrdonn.org/geography.html - 
Influence of geography on Ancient Greek 
civilisation. Wider Vocabulary Meaning 

Architecture The art of designing and 
constructing buildings. 

Order An order is an architectural 
style that consisted of a 
column with a base and a 
capital at the top. They were 
used to support buildings. 

Civilisation The stage of human social 
and cultural development 
and organisation that is 
considered the most 
advanced. 

Settlement A place where people 
establish a community. 

Trips and visitors:

Recommended 
Reads:

So You Think You’ve 
Got It Bad? - Chae 
Strathie and Marisa 
Morea. 

Key facts to remember:

The ancient civilisation of Greece was located in the South East of Europe. 
It is along the coast of the Mediterranean Sea.

It is believed that the very first ancient Greek civilisation was established 
4,000 years ago. Over the next 800 years, small ‘city-states’ developed that 
had their own laws, like we have in England. 

Ancient Greeks designed and created the very first theatre. This is now a 
popular activity for tourists all over the world, for example the Theatre Royal 
in Newcastle. 

Greece has some physical geography features you might have heard of 
already, including: islands; mountains; volcanoes and seas. 

Lots of designs used by the ancient Greeks when making temples etc. can 
be spotted in buildings in our local area. Can you think of any?

Ancient Greece

https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greece/architecture.php
https://www.ducksters.com/history/ancient_greece/architecture.php
https://greece.mrdonn.org/geography.html


Ancient Greece Knowledge Check...

What is architecture? Why is this so important in ancient Greek history?

How has ancient Greek architecture influenced the architecture of our Western 
World?

What did an ancient Greek settlement look like? How does this compare to where 
you live?

Can you think of a building in your local area that may have been influenced by 
ancient Greek architecture? 

Why was geography so important for trade in ancient Greece?



Knowledge end points:

To understand the process of the water cycle. 

To understand how different climates create different weather 
phenomenons as part of the water cycle. 

To know what tectonic plates are and can understand the part 
they can play in the existence of natural disasters. 

To understand the impact of natural disasters upon the world. 

To compare and contrast the vulnerability of the UK to the 
west coast of North America to experience natural disasters, 
understanding the implications of the San Andreas fault line. 

Skills end points:

To use 6 point grid references to identify the area of the San 
Andreas Fault. 

To use digital/computer mapping to identify the tectonic plates 
and areas of risk. 

Weather is something we all experience in the 
world, no matter where we are. Weather creates 
different climates in different areas. Some 
climates create extreme weather phenomenons 
such as: tornados, floods, thunder storms and 
droughts. These phenomenons are all part of the 
core water cycle. Another physical feature of the 
Earth are the tectonic plates found in its crust. 
The movement of these plates have created the 
world we see on the map today. Tectonic plates 
are always moving and are the reason we have 
mountains, but sometimes they create 
earthquakes and tsunamis. This is particularly 
prevalent in North America along the San 
Andreas fault line. 

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-about
/met-office-for-schools/themes-for-7-11/resources
-7-11/exploring-extreme-weather - weather 
phenomina. 

Wider Vocabulary Meaning 

Climate The general weather 
conditions of an area that 
remain over a long period of 
time. 

Phenomenon A situation or event that is 
observed that is seen to be 
a wonder and often linked to 
natural events. 

Tectonic Plates The plates that make up the 
Earth’s surface.

Natural Disaster A natural event that causes 
great damage or loss of life. 

The Water Cycle The process whereby water 
circulates between the 
Earth’s atmosphere, oceans 
and land. 

Trips and visitors:

Recommended 
Reads:

This Little Pebble - 
Anna Claybourne and 
Sally Garland.

Key facts to remember:

Where an earthquake begins, the underground point is called the seismic 
focus and the point just about the surface is called the epicentre. The 
strength of the earthquake is measured on the Richter Scale. 

The entire San Andreas fault line extends over 800 miles long - that’s like 
going all the way from school to France!

Have you had a drink of water today? Did you know you’re drinking the 
same water a wooly mammoth might have drank? The Earth has been 
recycling water for over 4 billion years in the water cycle!

Tropical storms tend to form in areas where the climate is hot and humid, 
and the often supply the energy which creates hurricanes and tornadoes 
and eventually causing them to move over land.

Extreme Earth

https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/themes-for-7-11/resources-7-11/exploring-extreme-weather
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/themes-for-7-11/resources-7-11/exploring-extreme-weather
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learn-about/met-office-for-schools/themes-for-7-11/resources-7-11/exploring-extreme-weather


Extreme Earth Knowledge Check...

What causes the natural disasters earthquakes and tsunamis?

What other weather phenomenons can you think of and describe?

What is the typical climate of countries that experience such weather 
phenomenons?

Can you describe the process of the water cycle? 

What are some of the implications of weather phenomenons?


