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Monday 18th May 2020 

Welcome to another week of lockdown, I do hope you 

are enjoying the slightly greater freedoms we now 

have in the new lockdown.   

 

Last week there was a great deal of discussion about 

schools reopening.  Some of the comments were really 

helpful and it was great to hear the amazing work of 

teachers being celebrated and also the key needs of the 

students being acknowledged in this extended period 

away from school.  It is still not entirely clear when Year 10 

will be able to return; this will depend on the government’s 

five tests and the unions agreeing that we are ready to 

return.  We are planning for June 1st and are 

hoping that small groups of Year 10 can come 

into school for short sessions of teaching and 

support.  I will be contacting all Year 10 

parents with a timetable when I know the exact 

dates.  Please can I assure  you that when 

students are in school for these sessions we will 

be observing all the safety protocols expected 

including social distancing, hand washing, deep cleaning 

of areas after each use etc.   All staff will be trained on all 

the safety procedures prior to students coming into school 

and students will be made aware of all the procedures as 

well.  

 

I do want to say thank you for all your support through this 

time of lockdown and I know that it has been difficult for all 

of us.  I have been so impressed with the way that as 

parents and carers you have supported your children in 

their school work.  Students I have been really impressed 

with the way that you have demonstrated so many of the 

SHINE values especially Independence and Hard work as 

you have produced fantastic home learning.  Please keep 

going -  it is so important and will mean that when we 

return properly that you aren’t behind.  

 

If you are struggling with anything please do contact 

us  via the admin email central-

admin@winstanleyschool.org.uk or phone the school 

during school hours we want to support you in any way 

that we can.   

Keep ‘shining brightly’ by working hard and being loving 

and caring to your families - I know it can be a challenge 

but it is so important.  

 

I pray that you and your families stay well and you know 

peace and hope at this difficult time. 

 
Mr Bennett - Head of School 
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Message from  

Chair of Governors 

As we reach the end of another week in 
lockdown, I know that many of you are finding 
the constraints of lockdown increasingly 
challenging.  The current pandemic has 
undoubtedly caused considerable distress, 
anxiety and concern for many people. 
 
We appreciate that the disruption to the lives of 
our students has been extreme and many are 
finding it really hard to keep up with their work 
and look after their own well being.  I am very 
proud of the staff at The Winstanley School 
who are working extremely hard to provide 
appropriate online learning resources, a 
semblance of routine for students and support 
with wellbeing.  The Headteacher, Dave 
Bennett, has been in school every Monday – 
Friday, with the exception of the 3 Bank 
Holidays, since the start of lockdown, to ensure 
that he is available to support his students and 
staff on a daily basis.  Many other members of 
staff have also worked throughout the Easter 
holidays and are also experiencing the 
challenges of home schooling with their own 
children! 
 
If there is any way The Winstanley School can 
further support you and your family, please 
don’t hesitate to make contact. 
Try and stay safe during these difficult times. 
 
Viv Evans 
Chair of Governors 

New Challenge... 
Our Winstanley Bake-Off was launched last 

week, open to staff and students there will be a 

new challenge each week. Look out on social 

media for winners and new challenges.  Email 

sderry@winstanleyschool.org.uk with your 

photos. 
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Remote Learning 

Wednesday May 

20th is National 

Thank a Teacher 

day - please take 

some time this week 

to nominate a teach-

er or member of sup-

port staff to thank 

this week - you can 

nominate several if 

you want to.  Please email  central-

admin@winstanleyschool.org.uk by the end of the 

day Wednesday 20th May with your nominations and a 

brief reason.  

Thank you for your support in working with us during the 

school closure, we have had lots of phone calls and mes-

sages to and from parents and students throughout this 

period and this has been a really 

important way for us all to stay 

connected.   

 

As we enter another week of 

school closures, please continue to 

contact us if you have any con-

cerns or issues - we are working 

every day to make sure that our 

students and their families are sup-

ported.  As always, remember that 

conversations online and on so-

cial media must follow the same 

rules as the ones in the real world - be careful who you 

are talking to, don’t befriend people you do not know, 

don’t share private information or data and always think 

before you press send. Have a look at https://

www.bbc.com/ownit or https://www.childline.org.uk/info-

advice/bullying-abuse-safety/online-mobile-safety/staying-

safe-online/  

if you want any tips or advice. If you have any serious con-

cerns, please contact a member of the safeguarding team 

at the school or via dsl@winstanleyschool.org.uk.  

Thanks,  

Mrs Roberts 

Staying Safe 

 

 

 

 

As we accelerate towards the end of another half 

term, I am reminded of a famous quote by Dr. Seuss. 

"The more that you read, the more things you will 

know. The more that you learn, the more places 

you'll go.” The importance of 

schools and education have 

received a vast amount of 

media attention of late and it 

is very heartening to see so 

many of you engaging with, 

and taking responsibility 

for, your own remote 

learning. If it has not been 

possible to complete work set by 

your teachers for whatever reason 

(e.g. illness or internet issues), please 

contact your teacher by either phoning the school or 

emailing them directly. You are being asked to 

demonstrate multiple SHINE values (Hard work, 

Independence, Never giving up, Excellence) whilst 

learning remotely, and all of your teachers appreciate 

the efforts you are showing.  

 

If you have missed multiple assignments throughout 

school closure, please don’t worry about them as it is 

more important to focus on the upcoming work for the 

week. Your teachers will continue to set work on days 

when you would normally have those lessons, to 

provide you with as much normality as possible. So 

each morning, you should log-in to the school 

website, check the Google Classroom and ask 

yourself the following questions: 

 

• What classes/subjects do I have today? 

• How will I spend my time? 

• What resources do I need? 

 

As Mr. Bennett said before school closure, you should 

aim to work for a maximum of 2 hours in the morning 

and another 2 hours in the afternoon, with spaced 

breaks throughout. If you are struggling to achieve 

this, or having any issues preventing you from 

achieving this, please get your parents/guardians to 

contact the school. 

 

One more week of hard work to go before you can 

enjoy a well earned rest during half term! Stay safe 

all. 

 

Mr. Scrimshire 
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Follow us on social media to keep up to date with everything that’s happening.  

Every Friday we will be doing ‘shout outs’ for students who are ‘Shining Bright’ 

Year 11 Grades 

After a more difficult process than normal nearly all 

of year 8 have chosen their preferred option 

subjects. As some parents and students will already 

know it hasn't been completely straight forward this 

year but we now know which subjects will be taught 

next year and who will be in the different teaching 

groups.  During this week the letters confirming the 

four subjects for each student will be printed and put 

in the post.  A very small number of students still 

need to contact school to discuss their choices. If 

you haven't received a letter by 1st June please 

contact the school via email  central-

admin@winstanleyschool.org.uk 

Stay safe and have a good week 

Miss Le Cras 

Year 8 Options 

I know that your teachers have been 

working really hard to ensure that you 

get the grades that you deserve.  I know 

that it is a difficult time for you and some 

of you may well be anxious about 

it.  Please can I assure you that we are 

absolutely committed to ensuring that 

you are able to progress on to the next 

stage of your studies.  

See below for details of how the 

process will work. 

mailto:central-admin@winstanleyschool.org.uk
mailto:central-admin@winstanleyschool.org.uk

