
 

 

 

23rd October 2020 

 

For Attention of Year 9 Parents - GCSE Options 
 
As you will be aware, we made the difficult decision to delay students in Year 9 beginning their 

GCSE options in September as they would usually have done. This was because of the fact that 

students had missed so much time from Key Stage 3 and we needed to ensure they would not be 
disadvantaged by having missed a significant amount of the Key Stage 3 curriculum, which in 

most other schools around the country includes Year 9 anyway. In addition, we were concerned 

that choices students had made back in February, before the lockdown, may no longer have been 
the choices of options subjects by September. Originally, we had planned to rerun the options 

process this term and for students to start their GCSE options courses in January. 

 

Now that it is clear that the current restrictions will not be lifted by Christmas, we have made the 
decision to delay the options process by a further term. This means that students in Year 9 will 

now begin their GCSE courses after Easter next year (2021). We have done this for several 

reasons: 
 

 As positive Covid 19 cases continue to rise, we anticipate there will be further disruption 

to students in-school learning - in other words, it is likely that groups of students - 

perhaps in large numbers - will have to self-isolate at different points over the next few 
months, including into next term. We would not want students to be starting their new 

GCSE courses and possibly missing important teaching and therefore finding it difficult 

to keep up with the new work, which might affect their long-term chances of success. 
 

 Students will remain in their bubble, which will make it difficult for them to learn 

effectively in a number of our practical subjects which rely on the use of specialist 
facilities.  

 

 We want an opportunity to provide you as parents with more up to date information about 
your child’s progress in each of their subjects, so that when we rerun the options process 

you, and they, are better informed.  

 

Students will now be completing a series of progress tests straight after Christmas which will then 
be followed by written reports and the start of the options process. More information about this, 

including information about how the new options process will work, will follow later this term. 

 

 
 
 
Paul Johnson 
Headteacher 


