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Ymdrech I Drechu – Strive To Succeed 

Dear Parents and Carers 

Return to School in September 2020   16th July 2020 

I hope you and your families are well. 

I wrote to you last week and promised that I would give you more details regarding arrangements for our 

return in September, once we had received further guidance from the Welsh Government (WG).   As you 

know the Welsh Education Minister, Kirsty Williams, has announced the full reopening of schools from 

September 2020 and attendance will be compulsory for all pupils.  However, while schools are returning 

to full capacity they will look very different to what we are used to.   

On their return, pupils will be placed into ‘contact groups’ with an emphasis on maintaining rigorous 

hygiene practices.  As there will be limited social distancing, we will minimise risk by reducing the number 

of people they will come into contact with and their movement around the school. Contact between 

different groups will be avoided as much as possible and consequently each of them will be located in 

separate zones throughout the school.  Pupils will remain in their identified classrooms for most lessons, 

but they will be able to move to specialist classrooms such as laboratories, music and ICT rooms as 

necessary.  Additionally, each ‘contact group’ will have an identified zone for unstructured time at break 

and lunch.  Again the unique layout of the school has enabled us to build on our current reopening model, 

which has worked extremely well, and expand it to accommodate all pupils as safely as possible. 

When we return we will have six contact groups and these will consist of: Year 11 pupils; Year 10 pupils; 

Year 9 pupils; Year 8 pupils; Year 7 pupils; Llwyddo and Llwyddo Hwb pupils. 

The WG guidance has allowed schools up to a fortnight to reach full capacity when the new term starts, 

recognising that they will need to engage in significant planning and reorganisation.  It also acknowledges 

that schools may want to focus initially on priority year groups, such as those new to secondary school 

and those sitting exams next summer.  With that in mind, together with other Caerphilly schools, the 

autumn term will start with a phased return as follows: 

Date Activity Identified Classrooms 

Tuesday 1st September Planning Day 

Wednesday 2nd September Planning Day 

Thursday 3rd September INSET 

Friday 4th September Year 7 start LLwyddo; B & E Block 

Monday 7th September Year 11 start Main block & RE 

Tuesday 8th September Year 10 start Main block 

Thursday 10th September Year 8 start A block; C block; T10; Dance 
Studio 

mailto:blkca@caerphilly.gov.uk


 

Friday 11th September Year 9 start L1;L2; D block; YSH 

 

Further information regarding your child’s identified classrooms will be shared before the start of term. 

Two areas that are still under discussion for September are around school transport and canteen facilities.  

Both of these are the responsibility of the Local Authority and we are waiting for further guidance.  I will 

update you as soon as I have more information. 

When we return, pupils will be expected to wear full school uniform.  We will be opening the school to 

sell ties during the last two weeks of August and will update you with the exact dates via our website and 

social media platforms.  A reminder of our uniform policy is below: 

● Grey trousers or grey knee length pleated skirt 
● Compulsory black blazer with school badge on left hand side 
● White blouse/shirt 
● Optional V-neck black school jumper with school badge  
● Plain black or navy coat  

o No denim, leather or leather look jackets 
o No hoodies 

● Flat black leather or leather look shoes 
o Leather or leather look converse style shoes are acceptable but not trainers or boots. 

● Black or white socks or black tights 
● School clip on tie 
● No bright or unnatural hair colours, tramlines or facial piercings. 

Items of uniform are available in store or online at Asda, Sainsbury’s, Next, M&S, AJM Embroidery and CC 
Sports amongst others.  Asda have black blazers starting from £12:00, skirts from £7:00 for two and 
trousers from £10:00 for two pairs.  Sainsbury’s uniform is similarly priced with blazers starting from 
£12:00 and trousers starting from £10:00 or £11:00 for two pairs.   We are also expanding our uniform 
bank of clean recycled uniform, and will make this available as soon as we can.   

When they return it is vital that pupils provide their own equipment, such as pens, pencils and rulers.  

They will also be expected to look after their own exercise books. 

I hope this information has helped clarify our plans for September.  It has been wonderful to see our pupils 

return over the last three weeks and we look forward to welcoming them all back in the new term.  Please 

rest assured that, after a long and challenging closure, we will work together as a school community to 

ensure we support their academic needs as well as their social, emotional and physical wellbeing when 

they re-join us.   

Take care and stay safe. 

Kind regards 

 

 

 

Jane Wilkie       

Headteacher/Pennaeth 

 

  

 


