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Dear Parents and Carers 

Return to School in September 2020  Update                  1st September 2020 

I hope you are well.   

I would like to share some updated information regarding our reopening to all pupils over the next two 
weeks.  As you may be aware, last week Caerphilly Local Authority (LA) shared information on the use of 
face coverings in schools, following an update from the Welsh Government (WG).   The LA guidance is 
that face coverings are strongly advised for staff and pupils where social distancing of 2m is not possible 
in corridors, classrooms, toilets, communal areas and on school transport.  Pupils and staff will be 
provided with five washable face coverings, along with a bag in which to keep them.  However, pupils are 
able to use their own if they prefer. 

In line with WG advice, we have also reviewed our reopening plan and updated it to include a staggered 

start and end to the day.  Staff will be on duty at the front and back gates and inside the school grounds 

to ensure social distancing is maintained.  Year groups should now come to school at the following times: 

 Year 7 and 8, at 8:20am 

 Year 9, at 8:25am 

 Years 10 and 11 at 8:30am 

When they arrive in school pupils should go to their breakout areas and await the bell.   

Pupils will finish school at the following times: 

 Year 7 at 2:00pm 

 Year 8 at 2:03pm 

 Year 9 at 2:06pm 

 Year 10 at 2:10pm 

 Year 11 at 2:13pm 

However, please do not send your child to school if: 

 They feel unwell and have any of the four identified COVID-19 symptoms (a new continuous cough, 

a high temperature or loss of taste or smell);  

 They have tested positive to COVID-19 in the past 7 days; 

 They live in a household with someone who has symptoms of COVID-19 or has tested positive to 

COVID-19 in the past 14 days. 
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Year 7 pupils should have received individual information regarding their identified form and classroom. 

This was posted home last week. If you haven’t received this information yet, please contact the school 

on BLKCA@blackwood.caerphilly.sch.uk . Years 8, 9, 10 and 11 will receive their information this week. 

The LA has had many enquiries regarding school transport and so has created a webpage to answer 

queries.  If you child uses school transport please follow the link below. 

https://www.caerphilly.gov.uk/Services/Schools-and-learning/School-transport/School-transport-

FAQs 

One final reminder that we will not have canteen facilities on site when we return and so it is vital that 

pupils bring their own food and drink to school.  As I stated in my previous letter, pupils will have two 

twenty minute breaks during the day and will spend them in their designated breakout areas.  However, 

if it is raining pupils will spend break in their form rooms.   

I hope that this has helped alleviate any unresolved anxieties that you may have regarding our return, but 

if you would like any further information then please don’t hesitate to contact the school. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Take care and stay safe. 

Kind regards 

 

Jane Wilkie       

Headteacher/Pennaeth 
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