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Ymdrech I Drechu – Strive To Succeed 

 

 

Dear Parents and Carers        11th November 2020 

Examination 2021 Update 

As you may be aware, Welsh Education Minister, Kirsty Williams, has announced plans for the summer 
examination series.  She has decided that there will be no exams for GCSE qualifications in the summer of 
2021.  She stated that the primary reason for her decision was down to fairness; the time learners will 
spend in schools and colleges will vary hugely and, in this situation, it is impossible to guarantee a level 
playing field for exams to take place.  

The main points to note are: 

 Instead of exams, the Welsh Government intends to work with schools and colleges to take 
forward teacher-managed assessments. 

 These should include assessments that will be externally set and marked, but delivered within a 
classroom environment under teacher supervision.  

 The expectation is that these will form the basis for centre (school) based outcomes which will be 
linked to an agreed national approach to provide consistency across Wales.   

However, Kirsty Williams noted that the situation for BTEC Qualifications is more complex and will require 
extra work.  She stated that Welsh Government officials will continue to support Qualifications Wales as 
they work closely with other regulators to ensure a sensible approach that works in pupils’ interests and 
gives them clarity about the way forward. 

We know that some pupils have been worried about the prospect of taking exams in these uncertain 
times, and also feeling the pressure of getting through as much course content as possible.  Thankfully, 
yesterday’s announcement has alleviated this, giving us much-needed additional time to support pupils 
and their learning both inside and outside the classroom.    

We do not have any further details at the moment but I will update you as soon as I have them.  In the 
meantime, please rest assured that we will continue to work with you to support your child’s emotional 
and academic needs, making sure that the class of 2021 achieve their potential. 

Thank you for your continued support. 

Take care 

 

 

Jane Wilkie 

Headteacher/Pennaeth 
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