


 The Earth is made up of different layers. In 
the centre is the core. Around that is the 
mantle. The crust is the Earth's outer layer.

 The Earth's hard crust is split up into many 
different plates. They move around on top of 
the liquid mantle



 The plates move about on this liquid, being 
forced into each other and away from each 
other, quite like bumper cars at a fairground.

 We know they have moved because long ago 
our Earth looked slightly different. Instead of 
all the different continents spread all over the 
world, we had one huge super continent 
called Pangaea. Funny name eh?





 Where there are plate boundaries collisions 
often occur, resulting in earthquakes, 
tsunamis or volcanic eruptions.



 The plates naturally and continually move 
against each other. Usually they glide 
smoothly, but in places they catch and press 
against each other. 

 As a result of this it causes a build up of 
pressure and this builds and builds until the 
pressure gets too much and causes the plates 
to move suddenly. This releases an energy-
kind of like the waves in a pond when you 
throw a stone into the water. This is how an 
earthquake happens.





 Divergent Boundaries 

 The word diverge is a big word used by 
scientists to describe what happens when two 
objects move away from each other. Thus, a 
divergent boundary is a boundary where two 
tectonic plates are moving away from one 
another.



http://www.kidsgeo.com/geology-for-kids/0045-divergent-
boundaries.php
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 Convergent Boundaries 

 Converge is a large word that scientists use 
to describe two objects that come together. 
In the case of plate tectonics, the two objects 
coming together are large plate-like pieces of 
the Earth’s crust. As these two plates push 
against each other, one is ultimately forced 
down beneath the other.



http://www.kidsgeo.com/geology-for-kids/0046-convergent-
boundaries.php
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 Transform Boundaries

The final type of boundary is one where the 
two plates slide against each other in a 
sideways motion. These boundaries between 
plates is known as transform boundaries. 



The result of two massive plates pushing against one another is 
that massive amounts of energy build up. Occasionally this 
energy is released suddenly in the form of large earthquakes. 



 Using the worksheet your task is to explain 
why Italy shakes and roars. Also you must 
explain each type of movement made by the 
plates.


