
Planning an alternative traditional tale



Planning your story

Last week, you planned your alternative traditional tale.  You should have decided:

● Where your story is set.
● Who the characters in your story are.
● What materials their houses are made out of.
● The problems each of the characters come across.
● How the problems they face will be solved.
● How the story ends.



Speech 

In the Three Little Pigs story, the wolf says, “Little pigs, little pigs, please let me in!” 

“Not by the hair on my chinny chinny chin!” reply the pigs. 

So the wolf says, “Then I’ll huff and I’ll puff and I’ll blow your house down!” 

 

Think about what your characters will say to each other.  

It might not be the same as in the ‘Three Little Pigs’ tale.



Retell your story to an adult

● Today, I’d like you to go over your plan /story map and use it to retell your story 
to an adult.  This way you might be able to spot gaps in your story that you hadn’t 
thought about. 

● You could even make little puppets to help you retell your story.

● Practise retelling your story until you know it really well.  This will help you when 
you start to write your story tomorrow!  

● Ask your family what they think of your story, they might have some ideas to help 
you make your story even better!



English - Useful Resources

● There are some resources to help you.  Look in the English – Useful Resources 
folder.  

● Look at the Speech marks.pdf to help you add speech in your story.  

● If you write it out today on your plan, this will help you when you write your story 
as the same speech will be repeated a lot of times.



Setting Description
Today (Thursday) you will write the opening to your story as well 
as describe the setting and characters.  Don’t rush ahead, we will 
write the rest of the story next week!

● How does a traditional tale start?  Remember to use the correct story language. 

● Describe where your story is set.  Is it set in a wood, under the sea, a meadow, the 
desert, the arctic?



Remember to add lots of detail!

In your description, use expanded noun phrases (1 or 2 adjectives with a noun) to add 
detail.

Don’t write ‘the pigs lived in a forest’ or ‘the pigs lived in a nice house’

Add words to describe the pigs, the forest and their home. 

The three little pigs lived in a deep, dark forest.
They lived with their kind, aged mother in a tiny but charming cottage 
with beautiful red roses growing around the door.



Describing the Characters in your story
Describe each of the characters in the story.  Use adjectives to add 
detail to your descriptions so they are interesting to the reader.



You’re now ready to write the
introduction of your story.

● Say your sentences out loud before you write them down to check
they make sense.  Check each one again as you write it and correct
any mistakes.  

● Remember to use capital letters and full stops for every sentence!


