
 

Friday   25   September   2020  

 

Dear   All,  

 

It  has  been  a  real  pleasure  to  see  our  students  return  to  us  and  over  the  past  three  weeks  we  have                      

all  worked  together  to  meet  our  students  for  1:1  meetings,  during  which  we  have  discussed  their                 

experiences  of  lockdown,  home  learning  and  return  to  school.  These  conversations  have  helped  us               

gain  a  better  understanding  of  how  our  students  feel  and  what  they  need  this  coming  year.                 

Because  relationships  are  so  key  to  success  and  because  our  aim  is  to  ensure  each  child  is  given                   

a  personalised  plan  that  will  enable  them  to  achieve,  we  have  called  our  programme  "MAST",  short                 

for  Marden  Achieving  Success  Together.  Further  information  will  be  shared  with  parents  as              

Individual  Action  Plans  are  developed.  So  far,  the  response  from  our  students  and  staff  has  been                 

fantastic,   so   typical   of   the   Marden   community.  

 

This  week  our  prefects  in  year  11  received  their  purple  ties,  and  I  must  say  they  all  look  very  smart.                     

Year  11  have  been  giving  some  thought  as  to  how  the  role  of  prefects  will  need  to  adapt  this  term,                     

given  the  whole  school  changes  that  have  been  brought  in  to  reduce  risk  of  COVID  transmission.                 

Now  that  we  are  not  having  physical  assemblies  and  year  group  bubbles  are  not  mixing,  some  of                  

the  traditional  roles  of  prefects  can  no  longer  be  carried  out.  The  ideas  that  the  students  have                  

come   up   with   have   been   excellent,   and   include   such   things   as:   

 

● Prefects  filming  short  clips  about  respectful  distancing,  using  face  masks  and  generally             

being  respectful  around  school,  to  be  shown  to  other  students  during  reflection  time  and               

virtual   assemblies   

● Academic  mentoring  for  KS3  students  online  -  this  could  include  short  film  clips  for  lower                

school  students  on  ‘Fun  Facts’  and  ‘Year  11  Top  Tips’  for  different  subjects,  to  appear  in  the                  

subject   clouds   on   our   website  

● Online  competitions  run  by  prefects  for  different  subjects,  for  example,  Creative  Writing  club              

could   be   done   online   with   students   entering   writing   competitions   led   by   prefects.  

 

This  is  a  great  example  of  true  student  leadership  here  at  Marden,  and  we  look  forward  to  this                   

year’s   prefects   being   trailblazers   for   a   future   of   virtual   and   distanced   role   modelling.  

 



 

Year  11  students  will  be  completing  mock  exams  in  Science  from  1st  October.  All  students  will  sit                  

three  exam  papers,  Biology,  Chemistry  and  Physics.  The  students  have  been  given  lots  of  revision                

material  for  the  Paper  1  units  which  will  be  assessing  work  that  has  been  covered  in  year  9  and  10.                     

These   exams   are   an   important   opportunity   for   the   students   and   we   appreciate   everyone's   support.   

 

Whilst  the  start  of  term  has  been  very  positive  and  students  and  staff  have  clearly  been  pleased  to                   

be  back,  it  must  be  recognised  that  everyone  will  have  underlying  anxieties  about  our  country’s                

changing  situation  to  varying  degrees.  The  uncertainty  we  have  faced  and  continue  to  face  means                

we  need  to  be  aware  of  supporting  each  other  on  a  daily  basis.  In  light  of  this,  I  want  to  share  with                       

everyone  another  resource,  this  time  from  The  Army,  which  I  think  offers  some  good  support  to                 

foster   good    mental   health   and   wellbeing.   

https://apply.army.mod.uk/base/lessons/managing-change?cid=mail9182661099  

 

We  are  happy  to  confirm  that  our  one  to  one  Career  Interviews  will  be  going  ahead  as  usual  this                    

term.  The  Connexions  staff,  Helen  Bishop  and  Carol  Myers  will  be  speaking  with  each  student  in                 

year  11,  giving  advice  and  guidance  on  their  educational  and  career  pathways.  Each  student  will                

receive  a  40  minute  interview,  longer  than  in  previous  years,  to  ensure  our  students  are  not                 

disadvantaged  by  not  being  able  to  attend  college  and  sixth  form  open  days.  These  interviews  are                 

really  important  for  Year  11,  and  invariably  enable  students  to  understand  better  how  they  can                

access  their  chosen  post  16  route.  If  any  parents  would  like  to  find  out  more  about  post  16  options,                    

there  is  more  information  on  the  Careers  page  of  our  website,  and  parents  can  email  our                 

Connexions  staff:  Helen.Bishop@northtyneside.gov.uk  or  Carol.Myers@northtyneside.gov.uk.      

Alternatively   they   can   be   reached   via   phone   on   0191   643   2787   or   mobile   07583   225747.   

 

As  you  will  be  aware,  North  Tyneside  Catering  introduced  the  ParentPay  cashless  system  for               

school  meal  payments  from  September.  They  have  informed  us  that  all  accounts  have  now  been                

set  up  and  that  meals  taken  and  payments  made  can  now  be  viewed  on  each  account.  Catering                  

are  advising  parents  that  it  is  a  good  idea  to  check  accounts  regularly  to  ensure  children  are  using                   

it  properly  and  eating  well.  Please  email  parentpay@northtyneside.gov.uk  if  you  have  a  question  or               

need   any   further   information.  

 

The  issue  of  county  lines  has  been  in  the  news  again  this  week.  This  is  a  term  used  to  describe                     

gangs  and  organised  criminal  networks  involved  in  transporting  illegal  drugs  into  various  areas              

within  the  UK,  using  dedicated  mobile  phone  lines.  Worryingly,  they  are  likely  to  exploit  children  to                 

 

https://apply.army.mod.uk/base/lessons/managing-change?cid=mail9182661099


move  and  store  drugs  and  money  and  they  will  often  use  coercion,  intimidation,  and  violence  in                 

doing  so,  and  it  is  with  this  in  mind  that  we  have  posted  some  important  information  on  our  website                    

from  Northumbria  Police  designed  to  help  parents  spot  any  signs  of  potential  exploitation.  This  is                

well   worth   a   look,   even   if   just   to   raise   our   awareness   of   this   potential   threat.  

 

Many  thanks  to  those  parents  who  completed  our  survey  advertised  in  this  newsletter  last  week.  It                 

was  great  to  receive  such  positive  feedback  and  parents  have  recorded  some  lovely  sentiments               

which  we  have  included  in  our  ‘This  is  Marden!’  digital  event  which  gives  prospective  and  current                 

parents  lots  of  information  on  the  school,  how  daily  life  works  here,  and  what  sort  of  an  experience                   

children  have  here.  Whilst  many  staff  and  students  have  contributed  to  this  project,  special  thanks                

should   go   to   Mr   Ranson   who   has   designed,   archived   and   produced   this   work   in   superb   fashion.   

 

Thank   you   for   your   continued   support.  

 

Mr   M.   Snape  

Head   Teacher  

 


