
 

Friday 23rd October 2020 

 

Dear All, 

 

Although it has been a long half term, time has passed quickly, and in many ways it seems just like                    

yesterday that we were welcoming people back from the summer. This feeling always reminds me               

of our school motto, Carpe Diem, and of the importance of making the most of the time we have                   

together in school. It has been a very enjoyable half term with many memorable highlights, even if                 

the situation has been a very different one. We had a number of new staff joining us in September                   

and I am very pleased that they have all settled into our school community so well, and have                  

enjoyed themselves in getting to know us. You can read their reflections and highlights in our half                 

termly newsletter on this website. 

As I wrote in my newsletter last week, I am grateful to parents for keeping us informed about                  

changing health situations in their households, as this helps us to manage the potential spread of                

COVID in school. With the high rates of COVID in North Tyneside currently, we are asking parents                 

to also let the school know if their child tests positive during the half term break. So if a student                    

receives a positive test after Friday 23rd October, we are asking parents to contact the school                

immediately using my email address, m.snape@mardenhigh.net, and provide the following          

information: 

● Child’s full name 

● Date of COVID test 

● What date symptoms started if present 

This will allow us to follow up any potential close contacts and request that they isolate for 14 days                   

to prevent further transmission of COVID-19. It will also be very important that parents continue to                

let me know of other positive COVID tests in their households so that, again, we can help to                  

prevent the potential spread of the virus by ensuring conversations take place about the correct               

durations of isolations.  

 

 

mailto:m.snape@mardenhigh.net


Over the past few weeks there has been a group of Year 10 students who have been working on                   

an exciting project to start Marden High’s very own radio station. The team has been working with                 

Mr Hawkins, one of our science technicians, who has been involved in radio production for many                

years, and who has been teaching the students how to use some of the professional standard kit                 

we have had access to for recording, mixing and editing. Amazingly, the team has already               

produced a whole radio programme which will be broadcast in school during the next half term. I                 

think that this project will not only be an excellent form of communication within our school                

environment, but will also be another way that our community can share experiences and come               

together at a time when we need to be physically more distant. Well done to the whole team and                   

we look forward to hearing the show next half term. 

UNICEF’s International Day of the Girl was on Sunday 11th October and in recognition of this,                

some of our Year 11 students have been working with Miss Wallace and Mr Ranson to create an                  

online assembly. The assembly aims to raise awareness of the difficult circumstances that many              

girls experience across the world and also to provoke thought about what being a girl means. Year                 

10 and Year 8 students, girls and boys, have also gone on camera to share their thoughts about                  

female role models and overcoming some of the barriers girls face in today’s society. The               

assembly will be followed by a creativity competition next half term. This will be managed by the                 

art department and will be open to students of all ages and genders. The competition will be a                  

house challenge and the aim will be to further raise awareness of The Day of the Girl. Many girls                   

and boys at Marden feel strongly about the disadvantages faced particularly by girls across the               

world, and while we might not be able to help directly, we are at least aware of the inequalities and                    

the privileges we can sometimes take for granted. 

 

Those who attend and have attended Marden High understand the emphasis that we place on               

being part of the ‘Marden family’ and that connections made whilst at Marden can last a lifetime.                 

For some of us during these uncertain times the connections with the past have been even more                 

important. We want to continue this sense of family and understand that when you leave Marden it                 

is not the end. To this end we are starting an alumni association with a view to getting more former                    

students involved in what is currently happening within school, particularly with a view to              

involvement in our excellent careers education programme and also providing opportunities to            

reconnect with former classmates. If any former students who would like to be involved then they                

can sign-up here and we would appreciate it if the link could be passed on to any friends and                   

family who attended Marden High. More information can be found on the website.  

 

 

 

https://forms.gle/Ujx6eTFdJbons9BfA


 

And finally, last week I referred to our Year 11 prefects, and this week many of them have been                   

busy presenting themselves and their ideas at interviews and on video as part of the process of                 

choosing our Head Prefects, and the substance of what they have had to say and the manner in                  

which they have said it has made us all very proud. There have been many excellent ideas for                  

enhancing our school environment even further, and I hope that we will see some of them enacted                 

over the coming months. Following voting by students and staff, we will have a core team of four                  

Head Prefects for 2020/21: Eve Ruddle, Laura Hickman, Andrew Hutchins and Josh Blevins. I am               

very confident that their contributions to school life will enhance everyone’s experience, and I wish               

them all the best in their future roles. Thanks to everyone for the part they have played in this                   

process. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and take care. 

 

Mr M. Snape 

Head Teacher 

 


