
 

Friday 4th December 2020 

 

Dear All, 

 

Our assembly this week (https://youtu.be/j9er645YKbc) reflected some of the qualities referred to            

in our values statement that I spoke about last week. In it, we explored the quote of the week, that                    

the “greatest gift you can give another person is your own happiness.” This was a good                

opportunity for us all to remember that the way we interact with each other makes all the difference                  

to people’s well being. If we make assumptions about someone and are dismissive, or say               

something unkind, that could end up making them feel very down or sad. On the other hand, if we                   

show kindness in our words and manner towards people, this could give them hope or happiness -                 

and that causes a positive chain reaction. The person who receives those kind words and feels                

positive about themselves or their situation is then positive and kind towards other people that they                

then interact with. This same sentiment is reflected in our Marden Values and it is lovely to see this                   

happening around school every day. 

 

http://www.mardenhigh.net/about-us/what-we-stand-for/ 

 

We have just had at the end of this week some more information about next summer’s exams. This                  

includes: 

● more generous grading 

● advance notice of some topic areas 

● exam aids - like formula sheets - provided in some exams 

● additional exams to allow students who have missed one to still sit an exam 

● a new expert group to look at differential learning and monitor the variation in the impact                

of the pandemic on students across the country 

It is good that we are now getting more clarity around what will be examined, and we will                  

communicate further details on this when the Department for Education reports back at the end of                

January. We also understand that Ofsted inspections will not resume until the summer term, and               

that exam results will not be included in performance tables for this academic year. 

 

https://youtu.be/j9er645YKbc
http://www.mardenhigh.net/about-us/what-we-stand-for/


To enhance our CEIAG programme we have invested in pioneering EdTech software,            

Globalbridge. Globalbridge is a digital platform which connects young people in education with             

employers, apprenticeships and universities. High profile employers such as the NHS, Sage,            

Siemens and GSK work alongside Globalbridge, creating resources, hosting webinars and posting            

information regarding training and employment opportunities. It is designed to encourage students            

to take ownership of their career pathway, allowing them to create a digital profile which stays with                 

them throughout their entire education and career journey. Year 11 have had access to this               

excellent resource for some time now, and over the next fortnight, all of our students will receive                 

their login details and participate in an ‘onboarding’ session, to help navigate and explore the site.                

Globalbridge is digitally safe and secure, fulfilling stringent privacy, data security and safeguarding             

requirements. If you would like to find out more about Globalbridge please visit             

www.myglobalbridge.com. 

 

Recently our Year 9 students have been involved in an exciting project with Bima Digital, with the                 

aim of coming up with a digital idea that can spread awareness about food poverty, and of the                  

plight of those who are currently struggling to feed their families a decent meal. In previous years                 

this has involved industry experts coming into school to work with the children, but this work is well                  

suited to the remote approach, and students are engaging very well with the project: 

 

“I really enjoy being creative, and working together as a team with my friends to spread the word                  

about something as crucial as this.” 

 

“I think Digital Day is important because it can give kids the experience of what it would be like                   

working in the IT world. If they are interested, it gives them a good experience, hopefully making                 

them want a career in Computing." 
 

" We are doing a project with BIMA and the theme is food poverty. The aim is coming up with ideas                     

to campaign and raise awareness for food poverty when only using digital software. I enjoy working                

on coming up with the ideas of raising awareness and thinking of how it would work online and on                   

social media. I think digital day is important because it can give kids ideas of having jobs on                  

computers or online a chance of showing its potential”. 

 

We look forward to seeing their finished campaign ideas. 

 

 

http://www.myglobalbridge.com/


Next Friday we will have our Christmas Jumper Day and we will be collecting voluntary donations                

from students and staff for The Bay Foodbank and the Cat and Dog Shelter. The Bay Foodbank                 

works so hard to provide for those in need, and this link            

http://thebayfoodbank.org.uk/how-can-i-help/ explains the good work The Bay does for helping          

people who find themselves in difficult circumstances at any time of the year. We are hoping to                 

make a small difference to the lives of people and animals by joining together as a whole                 

community in donating to the Foodbank and the Shelter. 

 

In normal years at the end of this Autumn term, students have been dismissed from school early,                 

but this year when It has been so important to have all of our students back in school this term, and                     

to make the most of our time, it seems only appropriate that we have a normal day of work on the                     

last day with dismissal at the normal time of 3.15 (3.10 for KS3). Of course, we will not be able to                     

make our usual visit to St George’s Church for our carol service, but there will be a virtual                  

assembly involving our Head Prefects and Father Adrian Hughes on the last day of term. 

You will be aware that over the past weeks and months I have spoken about how well our whole                   

community is keeping to the measures we have in place to reduce the spread of COVID, including                 

the wearing of face masks, hand hygiene and respectful distancing. Now that we are moving               

towards the end of a long term, I have noticed that there has been an increase in the number of                    

students who are forgetting masks and having to take one from student reception. Whilst this is still                 

a small number of students, I do not want our fantastic efforts to flag as people are getting more                   

tired, and so I appreciate parents and carers support in making sure their children have their mask                 

with them when they are leaving for school.  

And finally a reminder to Year 7 parents who have authorised their children to have the nasal spray                  

flu vaccine, that the School Nursing Service will be attending Marden High on Wednesday 9               

December to administer these. 

I hope everyone has a good weekend and that we all maintain our good hand hygiene, use of face                   

coverings where necessary, and adherence to responsible social distancing. 

 

Thank you for your continued support and take care. 

 

Mr M. Snape 

Head Teacher 

 

http://thebayfoodbank.org.uk/how-can-i-help/

