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_______World War Two Knowledge Organiser________ 

Overview 

The topic will focus on the events, leaders and experiences that affected people living    

during World War Two (1939-1945). Learning will focus on: Main events leading to the  

outbreak ofWW2, The Blitz, evacuation, rationing and the end of the war.                          

Skills a good historian will use are: Evaluation, Comparison, Analysis, Discussion and       

interpretation. 

Local links: 

Shipyards: The Sunderland Blitz was a bombing campaign 

by the Germans against Sunderland. Sunderland was an           
important ship building city and port 273 civilians were 
killed and 389 injured during the bombing.  

Royal Support: The Duke of Kent raised spirits during a 

1942 visit to the North East shipyards to thank the workers 
for their support throughout the war effort. 
Shops: In 1940, a German air raid bomb blew a railway 

truck from the nearby station into the front window of  
Joseph's toy store.  
Evacuees: Monkwearmouth train station (now St Peter’s 

Metro) was used as a station for young evacuees to leave 
from. 
Beamish: This is an open air museum in our locality which 

models WW2 life. 

Key Vocabulary Definition 

Allies Countries which fought on the British side (including: USA and France). 

Evacuees Someone who was evacuated, moved from a danger area to a safer place (normally 

from the cities to rural areas). 

Black out System of ensuring no lights were visible after dark so that buildings could not be 

spotted by enemy planes . 

Rationing  The controlled distribution of scarce resources (mainly food & clothing).   

Air Raid Shelter A building to protect people from bombs dropped by planes . 

Axis Countries which fought on the German side (including: Italy and Japan). 

Nazi Member of the fascist German political party which came to power in 1933.  

Blitz Series of aerial bombing raids on the UK, mainly cities including London. 

Holocaust  Mass murder of Jews and other groups of people by the Nazis   

Treaty of Versaille Held Germany responsible for starting the war and imposed harsh penalties  

League of Nations An organisation  with an aim to stop further conflicts between countries 

Leaders Key facts 

Adolf Hitler Leader of the Nazi Party and Chancellor of Germany, 

1933 - 1945 . His invasion of Britain led to England 

declaring war. 

Neville Chamberlain UK Prime Minister, 1937 - 1940  - Declared War on 

Germany. 

Winston Churchill UK Prime Minister, 1940 - 1945 (and again from 

1951 - 1955). 

Franklin D. Roosevelt  US President, 1933 – 1945 (took the US into the war 

following the Pearl Harbour attacks).  


