
                 May 2020 
 
Dear Year 6 Students 
 
I hope that you and your family are keeping well during the unusual circumstances of the 
lockdown.  
 
As Head of Year 7, I wanted to say how delighted I am that you will be joining us at 
Aylesbury High School in September! Guiding students through the transition from Year 6 
into Year 7 is always such a highlight of my role, and there are lots of activities and events 
coming up as part of this process. 
 
Unfortunately, due to the on-going global situation, the information evening that we were 
planning to hold on 6 May will not be able to go ahead this year. In view of this, I wanted to 
write to you to give you the information that I would have given you at this meeting, and to 
also explain how you can access further guidance if needed. I have therefore put together a 
short article below outlining the transition process, as well as a FAQ section. 
 
At the end of the letter there is a link to a welcome from Mr Scoble, our Headteacher. There 
are also additional links for your parents, including an important video explaining the 
Chromebook system from Mrs Queralt (one of our Assistant Headteachers).  Your parents 
need to have a good look at this as it explains our policy of every student having use of a 
Chromebook.  It tells you how to purchase one through the school before the closing date of 
26 June.  
 
I have also added a link below to a virtual tour of the school that has been put together. It 
combines pictures of the different areas of the school that you will use over your time with 
us. 
 
If after reading the following information, you still have questions, then please do email me at 
jquesne@ahs.bucks.sch.uk. Your parents will also be getting an email explaining how you 
can request a phone call from a member of our Senior Leadership Team next week, if there 
is anything you are particularly worried about and would like more information about. 
 
I am looking forward to meeting you very soon, and I wish you the very best at this time. 
 
Miss Quesne 
Head of Year 7 
 
IMPORTANT LINKS: 
 
Welcome from Mr Scoble 
 
Letter from Mrs Queralt about purchasing a Chromebook - deadline 26 June 
 
Presentation from Mrs Queralt with important information on purchasing a Chromebook 

mailto:jquesne@ahs.bucks.sch.uk
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1QFK6JCTe91no4-mHup67kv_WHx2IuE3AP8Nx24cZqSI/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SjgbIBRY7NFNUBpw0gt9kKQ54_t22bGX/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1bFy7F2fI2S7AiTaIC9dkxLqj9qv72YlL


 
Virtual Tour of the school - general spaces 
 
Tour of the school - classrooms 
 
Transition to AHS 2020 
 
Starting secondary school is one of the biggest changes that you will make during your years 
in education, and whilst it can seem a little daunting at times, there are lots of things to look 
forward to. 
 
We see transition as a process that takes place over the whole year, and we certainly don’t 
expect you to be ready from day one! 
 
We know that you may be feeling a little concerned about how the current global situation 
will impact this very important time for you, and I want to reassure you that as a school we 
will be putting lots of things in place to help with this. 
 
At the moment we have our two transition days in the calendar for July (Tuesday 7 and 
Wednesday 8 July).  We are hoping that these will still be able to go ahead, but we will 
keep you informed on this. During the transition days you will meet with your new form 
members as well as meet your form tutor. You will also meet Mr Scoble, our Headteacher, 
as well as other key members of staff. You will take part in some mini-lessons, meet your 
house captains as well as take part in lots of fun and challenging team building games and 
activities. 
 
We know that the very first day at secondary school in September can feel a little daunting, 
and so this year we will be opening just for Years 7 and 12 on Thursday 3rd September - 
so you will nearly have the school to yourselves!  As well as being able to familiarise yourself 
with the school, you will have an extended form tutor session to help you get to grips with 
your new timetable, some form team building sessions, as well as a couple of your ordinary 
lessons. We will also guide you through the bus park system for those of you that will be 
accessing the school buses and you will be able to collect your Chromebook. 
 
Enrichment beyond the classroom is really important to us at AHS, and as part of this, we 
will be taking you out for a day in October to the Green Park Centre in Aston Clinton. This 
has become a really key point in our calendar for Year 7, and gives you a chance to take a 
day out of school to enjoy the fresh air and a series of exciting team challenges. You will 
receive a letter about this later this term. 
 
Frequently asked Questions 
 
This year, we will be unable to do the school visits as we normally would. However, I thought 
I would put down some of the most frequent questions that we get asked by Year 6 students 
at this time. 
 

https://poly.google.com/view/9qjTJLTVS6d
https://poly.google.com/view/3280hF6l59O


Will I make friends? 
 
This is one of the biggest concerns that students have when starting secondary school. We 
are very lucky because the nature of our school means that we have students from many 
different primary schools coming to us. This means that the vast majority of students are 
either the only one, or one just of a handful from their school starting at AHS. We spread 
students out from individual schools between the 6 form groups, so this means that 
everyone is in the same boat with getting to know new friends. We will do lots of work with 
you during team building activities, as well as through the form sessions that are a part of 
your daily timetable, to help you to quickly get to know each other. We also have a really 
effective buddy system that uses Year 9 students, and they are a great resource to help with 
any friendship concerns. 
 
Will I get lost? 
 
This is the second most frequently asked question! The school site can seem really big when 
you first start, and most students worry about finding their way around for their lessons when 
they start. Firstly, I want to reassure you that we completely understand that it takes time to 
get used to a new school, and your teachers will expect it to take a little longer in your first 
weeks to move around. We advise you to stay together as a form, and then if you get lost, 
you get lost together and you can help each other! We will provide you with maps and will 
also play a few ‘treasure hunt’ style activities at the start to help you get used to where 
everything is. Everyone is very friendly, and other students and staff will also be more than 
happy to direct you. We all remember what the first few days are like!  But rest assured, any 
of our current students will tell you that they quickly got used to the site. 
 
How does the tutor system work at AHS? 
 
At AHS we have 6 form groups, each of which is one of our houses - Ascott, Claydon, 
Hughenden, Missenden, Stowe and Waddesdon. You will be with your tutor group for all 
your lessons in Year 7, except for technology, where you will be put into slightly smaller 
groups mixed with another form group. At the start of each day you will have a 25 minute 
tutor session with your tutor. During this session you will have a chance to hear notices for 
the day, organise ainy form fundraising activities or upcoming assemblies, Year 9 buddies 
and the sixth form house captains. 
 
How will I manage homework? 
 
Homework can be a real concern for students starting secondary school, and you might 
have visions of being stuck behind a desk for hours every evening! We feel that it is really 
important that homework is manageable, and that you have time to do all of the other 
activities that you enjoy, as well as plenty of rest time! Homework is set at around 20-30 
minutes per task, and you will only have 2-3 pieces set for each day. We will work with you 
on strategies for managing your time, and you will be given a homework timetable at the 
start of the year so that you know what to expect for each day. It is a very good idea to try 
and do tasks on the day that they are set, so that it does not build up.  If you find you are 



struggling to organise yourself or complete your homework, please speak to your teachers or 
your form tutor and they will be able to help you. 
 
How do I get involved in clubs and other activities? 
 
We are really pleased at AHS to be able to offer a wealth of different clubs and activities 
outside of the classroom. At the start of the year you will have access to the school’s club 
booklet for general clubs, as well as separate sports and music club booklets. We encourage 
you to try out as many different activities as possible as this will not only enable you to 
develop your skills, but will also help you to make friends and to get to know others with 
similar interests. For a taste of what might be on offer, have a look at this year’s information 
on our website. 
 
I’ve heard there are detentions at secondary school - what are these? 
We use a computer system to record good (and less good!) behaviour. Your subject 
teachers and tutor may give you merit marks for your good work and contributing to the 
school community.  Your tutor will also let you know how many merits you have in total, on a 
regular basis.  At the end of each term, the 10 girls in each form with the most merits are 
entered into a draw to win a voucher.  A tutor group’s combined total of merit marks also 
counts towards the House competition. 
 
You are expected to attend lessons and tutor time in the correct uniform, with the 
appropriate equipment, and behave well.  If you do not your teacher will log the fact that you 
have not and your tutor or Year Head will want to talk to you about it - but you mustn’t worry 
about this - it is just so that we can help you get on track.  You would only get a detention for 
serious or repeated poor behaviour - this takes place after school on a Thursday.  There is 
also a Wednesday lunchtime detention which students need to attend if they miss 2 
deadlines in a 4 week period - but the easy way to avoid this is to keep on top of your work - 
and to ask for help if you need it. So please don’t worry about detentions - they are very rare! 
 
Will I have a locker? 
Yes, there are lockers available for you to keep your things in.  There is a charge of £40 for 
this, this includes a combi padlock and is the only charge for the locker hire for Years 7-11. 
Your parents will be sent details of how to purchase this later in the term. 
 
How do I find out about school buses? 
For information about buses, please look at Buckinghamshire Council’s School Transport 
page.  If you have any queries about transport you will need to contact them about it.  We 
will help you find the bus park during the first week of school, so don’t worry about not 
knowing where to catch your bus!  If you are going to use a public bus, it’s a good idea to do 
a trial run during the summer holidays - you could team up with someone who’s going to be 
catching the same bus as you. 
 
Remember there is lots of information on our website and in the booklets on our Year 6 page 
so do have a good look at those too! 
 

http://www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/extra-curricular/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-index/school-transport/
https://www.buckinghamshire.gov.uk/schools-and-learning/schools-index/school-transport/
http://www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/
http://www.ahs.bucks.sch.uk/year-6/


 


