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15 September 2020 

Dear Parents / Carers, 

Re: Sixth Form Update 

After the first week of being back in school, I wanted to write to you to say what an excellent start students have made in 

the Sixth Form. It has been wonderful to see so many students return to the Sixth Form in both Year 12 and Year 13, and 

also to see them adapt so well to our new routines. They really are a credit to you.  

I have been delighted by the number of comments made by Sixth Form teachers and form tutors, remarking on how well 

students have settled back in to lessons, how engaged and focused they are, and how happy they seem to be. I am sure 

that students will continue to adjust very well to the demands of starting A-levels and BTECs in Year 12, and the demands 

of Year 13. 

Update on New Routines 

Overall, we have been pleased with how students have responded to our new routines and as I said in my last letter, we 

will continue to review and monitor the systems we have in place. One particular area that we are keeping a very close 

eye on, is our arrangement at lunchtime. We continue to encourage students to have lunch off site, as students tend to 

do in the Sixth Form. If you do not want your child to leave the school premises at lunchtime, please do write to me to 

inform me of this, but otherwise, students may leave over lunchtime. We have had to remind students about the need 

for not gathering in large crowds, particularly at Lidl. Whilst students have responded well to such reminders, given that 

it is now law that groups of larger than 6 are forbidden, I would appreciate it if you could reiterate the importance of your 

child remaining in small groups of less than 6, if they are going out for lunch. There is ample space in the sixth form zone 

if students wish to have their lunch in school, or return before the end of lunch time.  

Also, given that students are now able to leave the school site at the end of their last lesson, I think it is important that 

students see this as ‘home study’ rather than an ‘early finish’. Students will be receiving at least an hour’s worth of 

homework for every hour that is taught as a minimum. In addition, Year 12 will have an additional hour’s worth of 

independent study to complete, per subject, and Year 13 should already be getting into a routine of revising work from 

Year 12 to prepare for their exams later this academic year. This is a substantial amount of work that will require excellent 

study habits and clear study routines. Therefore, I would like to ask for your support in encouraging your child to make 

sure they are making use of their study periods in school, as we will be in school, but also that they are continuing to study 

at home particularly on those days when they have home study. If you have any questions about homework or revision 

materials for your child, please contact the relevant Head of Department, in the first instance. 

We have received some enquiries about whether or not students can use study periods to have driving lessons. We see 

learning to drive as a life skill, and as such, we would like to support students in this aspect of their broader education. 

We would ask, however, that you write to us to give permission for your child to have a driving lesson, notifying us of the 

dates and times of the lessons, and in doing so, you are taking responsibility for your child during this time. It is also 

imperative that students are back in school, on time, for their lessons. Should we decide that your child requires further 

support with their studies, including structuring their study periods, then we may have to review whether or not driving 

lessons can continue for your child during the school day. 

PTO 
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Dress Code 

Students in the Sixth Form look incredibly smart. The overwhelming majority of students have returned to Sixth Form 

adhering to the Sixth Form Dress Code. Please can I encourage this high level of adherence, particularly as the weather 

gets colder. I would also like to take this opportunity to remind you that students should be wearing plain shirts, blouses, 

skirts and trousers and not striped or patterned. All students must be wearing a shirt or blouse that has a collar, and if a 

jumper is being worn, it should be a v-neck jumper. For the full detail of the dress code, please refer to the school website. 

16-19 Bursary 

Students were informed this week that they can now apply for the 16-19 Bursary. Students who are eligible for financial 

support, to help them with their studies, should apply directly to Newcastle City Council. For details on eligibility, and to 

apply for the bursary, please visit: https://www.newcastle.gov.uk/services/schools-learning-and-childcare/help-school-

and-learning-costs/16-19-bursary-scheme  

Year 13 Mock Exams 

Our priority at the moment is to ensure students return to school safely, attend lessons, and establish excellent study 

habits after such a lengthy period away from school. Teachers are currently assessing students in a range of ways to gauge 

what gaps there might be in student knowledge, with the view to planning a range of ways to support students. Once we 

have decided when, and in what form, mock exams will take place we will write to you to let you know. Naturally students 

will need plenty of time to prepare for mock exams, so please be assured that we will write to inform you about the 

arrangements for mock exams in good time. 

I would like to thank you for all of your support so far, and I look forward to our continued work together.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 

 

 

D McKeating 

Assistant Headteacher 
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