
 

 

 
19 July 2020 
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers, 
 
It has been an incredibly challenging period for everyone as we have navigated together the restrictions and 
challenges of the coronavirus. I know that both staff and children have lost family members and friends 
over this time and I want you to know that as a headteacher and as a school we will do everything we can 
to support our children and their families. 
 
Thank you for working with us to keep some education going for your children. The vast majority of our 
children have accessed education and this will help them as we go back to school. For those that haven't 
been able to, please don't worry, we will support all of our children to regain the lost ground. 
 
I am pleased to say that the new building has not been delayed by the virus and is now up and running and 
we look forward to seeing children using it in September.  
 
I know that some people are going to be anxious about their children returning to school and this is 
entirely understandable. As a school, we are taking the virus very seriously and are putting in measures to 
reduce the risk and get all children back into education.  
 
The government’s view is that with the much lower incidence of the virus in the community and the 
generally mild symptoms that children suffer, the risk of staying out of school is greater than the risk of 
going to school. I agree with this and look forward to children being back. We are working hard to make 
the school as ‘covid secure’ as possible. 
 
Keeping Covid out of the school. 

1. You must not visit the school without an 
appointment and where possible use a 
phone or zoom etc. 
 

2. If you or somebody in your support 
bubble has any of the following 

a. High temperature (fever) 
b. Change or loss of taste or smell 
c. A cough 

Then you and  your support bubble must 
self isolate and get a test. Please see 
graphic for the process:  

 
Reducing Transmission in the school 
From September the government’s guidance is 
that children do not need to stay two meters 
apart, instead they should be organised into 
groups (bubbles). We have reorganised the 
timetable so that we are able to keep children in 
‘bubbles’; in most cases this is a year group. In the 
main school we will be staggering breaks so that 
children are able to remain in their bubbles during 
break times.   
 
Due to bus timetables we are not staggering the start and end of day; Instead we will encourage students 
to stay at least 2m apart from children not in their bubble. 
 



 
 

As staff will work across year groups, we will be trying to maintain a 2m distance between adults and 
children. 
 
Hygiene 
We have increased cleaning across the school and will be providing wipes so that children and staff can 
wipe their desks etc. We are also providing hand gel and will be asking children and staff to regularly 
sanitise their hands. 
 
The Curriculum 
The curriculum will largely be back to normal in September, although we will be reducing movement 
around the school. Where there are changes, we will explain this to the children in September. 
 
Mental Health/Wellbeing 
Supporting our children with their mental health and wellbeing is a key priority. I recognise that this time 
will have affected children differently. I know from talking to children and parents that some children have 
enjoyed the lockdown whilst the majority have found it very difficult. I hope that the phone calls have 
helped children feel connected to the school and we have been training all staff in attachment and working 
with trauma. We also continue to have mentoring and other support through Place to Be and Dare to 
Differ.  
 
Catch Up 
It is clear that there will have been a significant impact on students' progress and this will be particularly 
important for Year 11 and Year 13. Teachers have been working hard to put in place ‘recovery plans’ to 
support students. We are also dropping an option in Year 11 to give more time for English and Maths. 
Together we will ensure that children get the results they deserve, but we will have no time to waste. As 
the government releases more information, we will continue to work on what additional support we can 
provide. 
 
Start of Term: 
The return to school may be the first contact that pupils have had with each other in many months and is 
likely to be challenging for many students.  They will have lots of questions and will need to readjust to 
school life. With this in mind for the first two days we will be focusing on wellbeing and expectations.  
 
We will be operating a staggered start time in order to maintain social distancing effectively and introduce 
students to their year group bubbles. The start times will be as follows 
 
1 September  2nd September  
Year 7 and 12/13. Normal start time 
 

Year 7 8.30 arrival  
Year 8 8.50-9 arrival  
Year 9  9.20-9.30 arrival  
Year 10 9.50-10 arrival  
Year 11 10.20-10.30 arrival  

 
There's a possibility that things will change between now and September and I will write out with any 
additional information in August. 
 
Finally, thank you for your support during this period. Working together over the next few months we will 
be able to get all of our children back in school safely and ensure that they thrive both emotionally and 
educationally. 
 
Stay safe, 

 

Matt Tate 
Headteacher 


