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OUR SCULPTURE OF THE WEEK

This is a sculpture of the famous singer Amy Winehouse, which 

can be seen in Camden, London.

Sculpted by the artist Scott Eaton, it is made of bronze, and 

was unveiled in 2014, 3 years after the singer’s death.

For those who are not familiar with Amy Winehouse, click on 

the video below to hear her sing.

Click here

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=namFjcOgHSE


OUR PHOTOGRAPH OF THE WEEK

National Geographic Animal Competition.

A red squirrel enjoying a bit of snow!

Enjoy some incredible photographs over the next few slides, 

all of which won awards – all taken by young people:

 Think about why they are good

 Be inspired to go and take some shots yourself



A Field of Tulips

Dewi Baggerman, aged 11



An ostrich chick posing in 

front of a tiny 

microphone.

Kate Anderson, aged 12



A brown and green anole 

lizard.

Asher Flenner, aged 10



A colourful procession of camels on a beach in Kenya.

Piers Nicklin, aged 12



My Dinner.

Maj Kastelic, aged 13



Beautiful art: to enjoy, to inspire, to think about

Click on this video to learn about Marcel from Slovakia

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=h57TsezhYI8


This artist has carved the design 

out of a leaf, before drawing on 

it.



3D street art –

using chalk!



Afghani girls – just pencil and charcoal.



Incredible drawing 

by artist Jean-Yves 

Delittle.



Learning about the global coronavirus situation through 
photographs

The following photographs are 

designed to give you a sense that 

your experience is being shared by 

humans across the world.



Gaza

A Palestinian mother 

entertains her children 

with makeshift masks 

made of cabbage as she 

cooks in Beit Lahia in 

the northern Gaza Strip.



Barcelona, Spain

Healthcare workers 

acknowledge applause 

outside the Hospital de 

Barcelona.



Bandung, Indonesia

People practice social 

distancing while stretching 

along rail tracks in 

Bandung.



Nairobi, Kenya

Workers fumigate and 

disinfect the streets and 

stalls at Parklands City 

Park market during the 

dawn-to-dusk curfew in 

Nairobi to help curb the 

spread of coronavirus.



New Rochelle, New 

York

Hashim, an essential 

worker in the 

healthcare industry, 

greets his daughter 

through a closed door 

as he maintains social 

distance from his 

family.



Milan, Italy

People queue to enter 

the Esselunga

supermarket in San 

Donato on the 

outskirts of Milan.



Prague, Czech 

Republic

Members of the 

artistic group Cirk la 

Putyka entertain 

residents as 

movement remains 

restricted in Prague.



Ariha, Syria

A child sits on a chair 

found in a street, 

ravaged by pro-regime 

forces airstrikes, in the 

town of Ariha in the 

northern countryside of 

Idlib.



Marston Moretaine, 

England

99-year-old British veteran 

Captain Tom Moore 

completes the 100th 

length of his back garden 

in Marston Moretaine. He 

has raised over £20 

million for Britain’s 

National Health Service 

and has received 

donations to his 

fundraising challenge from 

around the world.

Last week – over £27 

million!

Click on this video to 

see Tom drawn!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0Un98gzR2ac


Dakar, Senegal

A man carries a box of 

protection masks, made 

from a 3D printing 

machine, to be delivered 

to emergency workers 

on the frontline of the 

Covid-19 outbreak in 

Daka.

Learning Task

Look up where Senegal 

is on a map.



Dogs rest on 

the deserted 

Man Singh road 

during 

lockdown in 

New Delhi, 

India.











OUR WORLD: PEOPLE, 
POLITICS, KEY EVENTS



Coronavirus

To be frank, most of us are constantly bombarded with all the news around this topic  – so we 

are not going to spend very long on it each week.  

Some brief, general thoughts:

You are living through a period of time which will be on every school and college syllabus in 

years to come, as it is such a global event. Many of you will tell your children and grandchildren 

about it one day. So why not think about:

Keeping a diary or a scrap book of your experiences and impressions

Taking some pictures of life at home during the lockdown, or on your daily exercise time

Doing a series of drawings , videos or pulling together a music playlist that expresses how you 

are feeling and coping

How amazing would it be for you to show everyone this when you are 70!



Coronavirus: a little maths exercise

Task: look at the graph below and jot down a couple of points that the information 

seems to be suggesting (ignore the circle).



Coronavirus: a maths point

This is where it gets interesting and a good reminder about being aware of the hidden picture when you consider data.

The USA has clearly got a higher number of deaths than other European countries – it looks from the graph, on the surface at least, as it 

things are ‘pretty bad’ there doesn’t it?

But you can’t report the total number of deaths without taking into account the population of the country - otherwise the comparison 

between countries is pretty meaningless. Of course the USA will have more deaths, as it is a bigger country!

• The USA has over 300 million people living there

• Spain has 47 million people

• Belgium has 11.5 million people

• Italy has 60 million people

What might be a better initial start for comparison would be to use a standardised measure, for example deaths per million of the 

population.  

Turn overleaf to see how this can change our perspective of what is happening.



Standardised measure

‘Deaths per million’

• Actually it is Belgium which has the highest current death rate, at 496 per million population

• Spain is second with a death rate of 440 per million population

• Italy is third with 385 per million population

• France: 288 per million

• UK: 232 per million

• The USA death rate is actually the lowest, currently at 119 per million population

But, from a mathematical perspective, even these more standardised figures are flawed because they don’t reflect the different stages of the 

pandemic cycle in each country. It is only possible to see how each country has ‘performed’ after an extended period of time has elapsed.

Tasks:

1. New Zealand has a population of 4.8 million. It has had 16 deaths. What is its death rate per million?

2. Look overleaf for some more interesting statistics which are hidden by the first graph.



The low USA figure actually disguises there is a massive discrepancy between New York (one of the worst affected areas) and some of 

the more rural states – so how is America to be judged when it has such different experiences in its 50 states?

Italy is another good example of this. Although their overall death rate is 385 per million, the Lombardy region (includes the city Milan) is 

the main epicentre of the European outbreak and has a death rate of 1178 per million, while the state of Lazio (which includes the 

capital Rome) has a death rate of only 57 per million.

In the UK:

• London has a death rate of 417 per million (higher than Italy’s overall figure!)

• The South-West has a figure of 116 per million (lower than the US!)

• Midlands: 265 per million

• North West: 262 per million

• Scotland and Wales sit at the lower end, with 164 and 170 respectively.

Maths Challenge

Express each of the UK’s regional figures as fractions, decimals, percentages, and ratios.



So, remember - it can be misleading to judge a country as a whole entity.

Next week, we will consider the maths behind a statistic that is worth looking at- excess mortality (the number of deaths above 

the long term average for a particular period).

We will consider whether class or social context appears to have any bearing on the death rate (for example, do people with 

higher incomes statistically appear to have a higher chance of survival in the event of infection?  What if you live in a ‘slum’ in 

Mumbai in India? Why might these sorts of factors be potentially relevant?).

Keep thinking like a mathematician! It is mathematicians who are leading the world through much of this crisis.

Additional Thinking Task

Go back to the original graph on slide 3.

You will notice that China is very low.

It’s population is 1.4 billion!

Why might their curve be so low? China was far 

quicker to lock down and test/trace – has this resulted

in far lower deaths? Our government is facing criticism 

for not doing some of these things better, and earlier.



New Zealand: Jacinda Ardern

We have profiled her before, about 2 months ago now.

As the Prime Minister of New Zealand, she has shown strong and 

decisive leadership, and kept the coronavirus death rate low. 

She has also made a great announcement, which shows real leadership qualities. Click on the video below to learn 

more:

Task: Click here to watch the video and read the Guardian news story

And, whilst we are thinking about New Zealand, click on the link below to see the New Zealand Army band 

performing an online rendition of Steve Wonder’s famous song ‘Signed, Sealed, Delivered.’

Click here

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/apr/15/jacinda-ardern-and-ministers-take-20-pay-cut-in-solidarity-with-those-hit-by-covid-19
https://www.news.com.au/national/new-zealand-army-band-performs-home-rendition-of-stevie-wonders-signed-sealed-delivered-im-yours/video/6cff29d08e67551413d097bb925a94a3


A little research task

Kenya is a country in East Africa. It’s capital is Nairobi. 

Watch the video below of a Year 11 student in Kenya, doing online 

learning – just like you!

Click here

Spend 45 minutes researching some facts about Kenya:

• Look at the countries which surround it

• Learn about Mount Kilimanjaro

• Learn about the Maasai Mara – one of Africa’s greatest nature 

reserves

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/av/world-africa-52230343/coronavirus-in-kenya-what-it-s-like-learning-under-lockdown


Let me introduce you to…..Keir Starmer

Keir Starmer is the new leader of the Labour Party (Jeremy Corbyn has stepped down).

Labour remain as the official Opposition to the Conservative and Unionist Party led 

Government (because they are the second biggest party in terms of votes).

He is actually Sir Keir Starmer (he was knighted by the Queen in 2014).

57 years old

Reigate Grammar School

University of Leeds

Became a lawyer, and headed the Crown Prosecution 

Service (we looked at them before).

MP since 2015.

Click on this video

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oXGkY0GFrOM


The Labour Party

Labour have some real challenges ahead:

How to present themselves to a public which has effectively rejected the policies of Jeremy 

Corbyn, seeing them as too far left wing (traditionally, Labour has been most successful in 

terms of election when it is nearer the ‘centre ground’ of politics).

How to connect back with its traditional supporters, particularly in the north of England who 

once voted for them but then went across to support Boris Johnson (mainly over Brexit).

How to deal with the anti-semitism allegations that have plagued it over the recent couple 

of years.

Click on this link to learn more about the 7 things Labour must now do

https://www.theguardian.com/commentisfree/2020/jan/06/yvette-cooper-seven-things-labour-must-do-party-leader


Her Majesty the Queen

The Queen turned 94 last Tuesday.

Normally, there would be a formal gun salute 

from army cannons but the Queen has asked, 

for the first time in her long reign, for this 

not to happen given the COVID-19 crisis.

Instead she spent her birthday quietly in 

Windsor Castle with her husband, Prince 

Philip (98).



Watford Museum 

released this picture of 

the Queen visiting 

Cassiobury, Watford –

believed to be in 1955!



Some positive environmental news

The Hawksbill sea turtle is a critically endangered

species – because of habitat loss, and also as a result of 

being hunted for its colourful shell.

Their population has declined 80% over the last 100 

years.

Last week, over 100 Hawksbill turtles were seen 

hatching on a beach in Brazil and making their way into 

the ocean.

The Formosan Clouded Leopard is listed as extinct.

It was known to only live in Taiwan.

Last week, various people spotted what is believed to be a 

Formosan Leopard in Taiwan.



Positive emotional well-being

It is the small things which really matter at the moment:

Get up at normal time – wash and dress, ready for the day ahead

Keep a structure to your day and enjoy driving your own learning 

forward (this will help you feel like you are achieving things each day)

Have regular mini breaks to refresh

Get out in the fresh air for a walk or some exercise

Make time to speak to family and your friends each day

Have some personal quiet time to listen to your body and mind, and 

to reflect

Remember to smile and remember the good things in life



Visit the Mindfulness classroom in Google Classrooms -set up by Mr McCarthy- there are 

some great resources and helpful hints each week.

From next week, you will hopefully have the opportunity to start engaging with your form tutor 

and others in your form – this will help you feel connected to your school.

And, on a final note, some little clips to make you smile and remember the fun stuff going on in 

life:

Click on this video to learn about a penguin called Rosie

2 unlikely friends meet during the coronavirus lockdown

This is not a fake picture but a real life Australian 

Quokka!

Found it Western Australia, these marsupials are 

famous for their cheeky faces!

Task: why not do a little research project and learn 

about them.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qFEyNTgkz5c
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XP34g1DrNxI

