
 

 

 

 

 

4 May 2020 

 

 

 

 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

I hope that despite the continued difficult circumstances, you and your loved ones are well and 

safe.  I thought it would be good to update you on what is happening school wise.   

 
1. Distance Learning 

Like last week, your child should find a new batch of work via their Google Classrooms for this 

week.  Please remember that we are uploading work in batches rather than in individual lessons.  If 

you have any questions or concerns, please can you read our distance learning guide which can be 

found here: http://www.thebusheyacademy.org/distance-learning/).  As always, please remember to 

build in time for reading and exercise.   Last week I mentioned the free online resource from BBC 

Bitesize (much expanded for school closure) and also Oak National Academy which has a lot of 

excellent lessons and resources, and I know that for some of you, these sites have been useful in 

supplementing the work that our teachers are setting, 

 

2. At school 

We are very grateful to the staff who have been coming into school since we closed to most 

students so we can offer places to children of key workers and the most vulnerable.  This will be 

continuing this week and we will be open on the Bank Holiday this Friday (ask your child about the 

History work set based around VE Day). 

 

3. Our Personal Development Programme 

A reminder that all students have two separate education sessions each week called ‘Our World: 

People, Politics and Key Events’ and ‘Our World: Art and Culture.’ Both sessions last for 

around 30 minutes, and are normally delivered by form tutors. This education is designed to 

broaden students’ understanding of the world that they live in (their ‘cultural capital’) and are a 

key strand of providing an ambitious and fully rounded education. These education sessions are 

now being emailed directly to students, as well as parents, each Friday morning. We would really 

encourage parents and carers to work together with their children on both of these ‘Our World’ 

education sessions, as they are designed to be an enjoyable learning experience, which an adult can 

supplement with their own knowledge and personal experience. 

 

Additionally, each week, all students in Years 7-11 at the academy have a 30 minute education 

session as part of their Personal, Social, Health and Citizenship Education (PSHCE) programme. 

The PSHCE programme for this first half term will continue via online learning and will be emailed 
out to students by their Year Team on a Thursday. The programme for this half term is as follows: 

 

 Year 7: Social media and wider e-safety 

 Year 8: Current global issues: crime, dictatorships and human rights abuses 

 Year 9: Politics at local, national and international levels 

 Year 10: Our planet: key environmental issues 

 Year 11: Preparation for the next stages of education and work 

  

http://www.thebusheyacademy.org/distance-learning/
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize
https://www.thenational.academy/


 

 

4. Mental health 

As stated last week, the academy is determined to keep supporting students with their emotional 

well-being during the lockdown and the following key things are happening: 

 

The academy launches a google classroom this week, available to all students, called Mindfulness 

and Well-Being. This is populated with useful tips and guidance for students. Please encourage 

your child to log into this online classroom regularly each week. 

 

Every week, as part of the cultural education programme outlined above, there is always a focus 

included on positive mental health. 

 

The academy has access to 3 professional counsellors, who are working to support students 

where necessary via an online platform. The academy will look to prioritise students with the 

most serious needs, but any student who feels in need of this support should email their request 

to: childprotection@thebusheyacademy.org. Parents can also email, but the service is only for 

young people. 

 

Please be aware that Hertfordshire Local Authority has put in place additional free counselling 

support for young people via an organisation called Signpost, which has offices in Watford and 

Hemel Hempstead. Signpost offers professional counselling and is flexible in terms of how this is 

delivered and the timings. Students can self-refer by completing a short application form. 

 

Signpost also offers 4 free sessions to parents in need of any particular guidance or support. 

Please visit their website signpostcounselling.co.uk for more information, or call them on 01923 

239495. 

 
 

4. Form Tutor contacting your child last week 

Last week, all form tutors of all students in Years 7-13 inclusive were asked to make contact with 

each of the students in their respective forms. This is designed to help individual students feel 

cared for and supported, and still connected to their form. Form tutors were given the flexibility 

to make contact either by email, by telephone, or via our online video platform Google Hangouts.  

I am delighted that we managed to successfully contact the vast majority of students.  We have 

decided to make this a fortnightly process, not weekly, moving forward.  This week, we will be 

following up on the students who we were unable to successfully contact last week.  

 

5. School Reopening 

As of writing, there has been no clear news from the government about this.  Please be assured 

that the safety and wellbeing of our students and staff is paramount.  

 

 

Your continued support is much appreciated, thank you. Your primary contact point with us 

remains admin@thebusheyacademy.org. I will write to you again next week. 

 

 

Jon Hebblethwaite, Principal 

 

mailto:childprotection@thebusheyacademy.org
http://signpostcounselling.co.uk/
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