
Coronavirus

Let’s start with some nice news for once.

The kindness being shown by our local community in Watford.

The strength and determination shown by most people to stay at home and protect lives.

Click on the following slides.



Did you know Watford Football Club have laundered more than 10,000 scrubs for our local NHS 
hospital staff?

Did you know the Salvation Army in Watford have been leading national efforts to collect 
and supply parcels of food and help for those who are most vulnerable in our 
communities?



Did you know that Mr Ahmed has been in school and personally made PPE equipment for the NHS? 
Over 6 days he made approximately 200 visors. The frame was made using a plastic called 
Polypropylene and used a clear plastic sheet as the shield.  The design was cut on the laser cutter- it 
was made in 3 parts and each visor took 7 minutes to complete.  That's 1400 minutes of cutting,  
just over 23 hours of machine use!

He delivered 100 visors to Watford General and another 25 to a local care home in Bushey. 

The whole school send our thanks and appreciation to him for such a great effort.



A message from Her Majesty The Queen

Click on this video link

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2klmuggOElE


Colonel Tom!
The hero who has become a household name to all in the UK for raising over £31 million for NHS 
Charities Together by walking laps in his garden has celebrated his 100th birthday last week.

To honour him, the Queen has awarded him the army rank of an honorary Colonel (this is a full 3 
ranks above a normal army Captain rank). The Prime Minister has sent him birthday congratulations 
as well.

The head of the army, General Sir Mark Carleton-Smith has called him ‘an inspirational role model’ 
and arranged for an RAF fly past his house. 

Click on this video to learn more.

He also reached number 1 in the UK Singles Chart

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-england-beds-bucks-herts-52472132
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TPxOjHgqFrY


Over 120,000 birthday cards 
were sent to him. His 
grandchild’s school 
volunteered to help process 
them all!

He has even had a train named after him!
Click on link to learn more

https://www.itv.com/news/anglia/2020-04-29/captain-tom-moore-has-train-named-after-him-ahead-of-big-birthday/


Coronavirus

The Prime Minister Boris Johnson has returned to work last week after his COVID-19 illness.

He led a Downing Street briefing in which he told the nation we were ‘past the peak’ of this virus.

We are expecting a plan to be made public at the end of this week about the way forward for the 
country and how the lockdown might be relaxed. We don’t know what changes might follow but the 
government have always said they would not relax lockdown until 5 key conditions were met:

1. Ensure the NHS can cope

2. A ‘sustained and consistent’ fall in daily death rate

3. Rate of infection decreasing to manageable levels

4. Testing capacity & PPE supply can meet future demands

5. Confident adjustments to current measures would not risk a second peak



Coronavirus

Boris Johnson spoke to the nation last week about lockdown.

Click on the video to hear what he had to say.

Click here.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xk-i9923Qfg


Only up to 22 April but an interesting visual picture here



A little bit of Maths and Science

One figure in particular is being closely scrutinised as ministers decide when to end lockdown.

R, or the “effective reproduction number”, is a way of rating a disease’s ability to spread.

It’s the average number of people on to whom one infected person will pass the virus. 

For an R of anything above 1, an epidemic will grow exponentially. Anything below 1 and an outbreak 
will fizzle out – eventually.

At the start of the coronavirus epidemic, the estimated R for coronavirus was between 2 and 3 – higher 
than the value for seasonal flu, but lower than for measles. That means that each person would pass it on 
to between two and three people on average, before either recovering or dying, and each of those 
people would each pass it on to a further two to three others, causing the total number of cases to 
snowball over time.

The current R value is estimated to have dropped to somewhere between 0.6 and 0.9.

But, as per last week, think like a mathematician – this figure is not a reflection of the truth in every 
region. For example, the figure given for London is 0.5 to 0.7, with some parts of the UK having a higher 
or lower figure.

Once R inches above 1, even just a fraction, the number of cases will start sharply rising again, putting 
the UK on the path to a substantial second surge.



Mathematicians: excess death rate 

Last week we mentioned looking at the statistics around excess mortality (the number of deaths 
beyond what is normal for a particular time period).

Last week the UK newspaper The Financial Times conducted an analysis of death rates in 14 
countries over recent weeks.

Current death rates show there are around 122,000 deaths in excess of normal levels in these 14 
countries. This is a 50% rise in overall mortality relative to the historical average for these regions.

But – there is always a but! –the analysis suggested that the actual number of fatalities are probably 
about 60% higher than official figures given by the governments of each country. 

Part of the problems is getting accurate figures, and trying to establish exact causes of deaths where 
CovId-19 may have played a part. As always, different regions have different excess mortality rates!

Look at some of the graphs for excess mortality in the following slide.





North Korea
Let’s look at a country, which is in the news again at the moment.

North Korea is a country in east Asia, with Pyongyang as its capital and largest city in the country.

At the end of WW2  in 1945, Korea was split into 
2 different zones. Talks were held to try and 
organise a whole country reunification but they 
failed.

From 1948, the peninsular was split into two 
separate countries: North Korea, and South 
Korea. Both countries believed that they held a 
moral right to one day govern the whole of 
Korea.

In fact, North Korea actually invaded the south, 
which led to a vicious Korean War between 1950 
and 1953. Many British and American soldiers 
died fighting against the North Koreans in this 
war, which ended in a peace truce.



North Korea

Under its constitution North Korea calls itself an ‘independent socialist state’ but it is in reality a 
country which has been run by what is called a ‘Supreme Leader’, the latest of whom is Kim Jong-un 
below.

The country is effectively living under a dictatorship, and closed to much of the outside world – it 
has an appalling record of human rights abuses, and ruthlessly suppresses any opposition, usually 
be executing opponents.

The United Nations said of North Korea (2014) that: ‘the gravity, scale and nature of these human 
rights violations reveal a state that does not have any parallel in the modern world’.

Click here to watch about life in North Korea

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-h_h0Tp6vZk


North Korea

North Korea has the 4th largest army in the world, with 1.2 million soldiers.

It is also determined to be a full nuclear power, which the West is heavily opposed to.

There has been lots of speculation that Kim Jong-un has died in the last few weeks, although 
nothing can be yet verified. If he is dead, then this would have significant implications for the 
Korean peninsular, and the separate country of South Korea.

Click on this video to learn more.
Since the above was written, a photograph has appeared 
(see below) of Kim Jong-un, supposedly alive – who 
knows!

https://www.thesun.co.uk/news/11495922/kim-jong-un-dead-video-north-korea/


VE Day: celebrations to mark 75 anniversary

Victory in Europe Day, generally known as VE Day or V-E Day, is a day celebrating the formal 
acceptance by the Allies in World War II of Nazi Germany's unconditional surrender of its armed 
forces on 8 May 1945.

Finally, after 6 cruel years of horrific war, there was peace at last.



VE Day -celebrations to mark 75 anniversary

Due to Coronavirus, most of the public celebrations have been cancelled.
We were due to hold a street style party at school, but we have had to stop this.

Click on this link to English Heritage to see some amazing images and information

https://www.english-heritage.org.uk/visit/inspire-me/ve-day/


Our World: Art & Culture



Our Sculpture of the Week

Street Sculpture.

Hang In There!

Prague, Czech Republic.

The following slides show some of the street 
art that has flowered during the Coronavirus 
crisis.



A man wearing 
a protective 
face mask 
walks past a 
piece of graffiti 
of artist BK 
Foxx wearing 
her graffiti 
mask. Created 
by French 
street artist 
Zabou in East 
London.



Work by the 
artist, known 
only as the 
Rebel Bear, 
has appeared 
on a wall on 
Bank Street 
in Glasgow.



A man enters a building 
besides this coronavirus-
themed graffiti in 
Pontefract, northern 
England.



Pontefract has 
become a hot spot 
for street art during 
the pandemic. 
Here's graffiti on 
the gates of a 
closed-down pub, 
depicting the logo 
of NHS and a 
rainbow.



Rainbow Boy by Chris 
Shea, aka State of the 
Art, in Biggin Hill, 
Kent.



A mural of singer-
songwriter Robyn by 
Irish artist 
Emmalene Blake in 
South Dublin.



A piece of coronavirus-
themed street art graffiti 
is pictured in east 
London.



Michelle Farrell, a 
healthcare assistant at 
Junction House Primary 
Healthcare centre, poses 
beside a mural by Irish 
artist Emmalene Blake on 
a gate in South Dublin.



A cyclist passes street art 
in appreciation of the 
NHS placed near to the 
Francis Drake Bowls Club 
in Hilly Fields Park, in 
Lewisham, south 
London.



A person walks past a 
piece of art by the 
artist known as the 
Rebel Bear, after it 
appeared on a wall 
on Bath Street in 
Glasgow.



A man walks past 
street art in Stokes 
Croft, Bristol.



The joys of being creative

• Lots of people have said they are loving the art provided each week.

• The following slides show some amazing pencil drawings again.

• No, they are not photographs. They are all pencil drawings. Seriously.

• All are by self-taught artists.

• Enjoy.



Noise

Nigerian Artist Arinze Stanley.



Witnesses

Indonesian artist Veri
Apriyatno.



Prey

South African 
artist Jono Dry.



Anne Hathaway

A pencil drawing 
of the famous 
Hollywood 
actress, by Italian 
artist Franco 
Clun.



Morning Shower

Scottish artist Paul Cadden.



Our Photograph of the Week

The following slides help give you an awareness of what life is like across the 
world at the moment.



London, UK
A food hamper from 
Fortnum & Mason is 
delivered to Boris 
Johnson and his 
partner, Carrie 
Symonds, at 10 
Downing Street after 
the birth of their son 
Wilfred.



Darıca, Turkey

Tuki, an Aldabra giant 
tortoise, eats a cake 
made of vegetables 
on his 100th birthday 
at Faruk Yalçin zoo.



Tokyo, Japan
Penguins Momo and 
Omochi during a 
media preview for 
free online animal 
shows for children 
and families at the 
Maxell Aqua Park 
Shinagawa.



Rugao, China

Children at a 
kindergarten display 
painted eggs.



Oaxaca, Mexico

Commuters travel on a 
bus with seats marked 
off to physical 
distancing.



Naples, Italy

Barbers perform public 
haircuts in front of the 
Chamber of Commerce 
as a form of protest 
calling for a reopening of 
shops.



Dakar, Senegal

The distribution of 
food for those 
affected by 
coronavirus begins 
in the towns of 
Guinaw Rails South 
and Yenne.



Taipei, Taiwan

Students eat lunch 
at their desks with 
plastic partitions as 
a preventive 
measure to curb 
the spread of the 
coronavirus.



Harare, Zimbabwe

Workers stand among bales 
of tobacco at the start of 
the selling season, after the 
coronavirus disease delayed 
the opening of auctions by 
more than a month.



Seoul, South Korea

A staff member hangs 
prayers on lanterns during 
preparations for Buddha’s 
birthday at Jogye temple.



Our Artist of the 
Week





Loving Science Fact of the Week

The robin is one of the UK’s best loved birds.

It is a fiercely territorial bird, who protects its patch violently 
and sings loudly to proclaim it is in charge!

Robins nest anywhere but always close to the ground –
hedges, flower pots, even clothes pockets! They are one of 
the earliest birds to start building a nest, from January if the 
weather is mild enough. Eggs are laid between mid-April to 
mid-August, with baby chicks fledging after around two 
weeks.


