
Our World: People, Politics, Key Events



The lockdown

The government is legally required to review its lockdown policy every 3 weeks.

Boris Johnson spoke to the nation last night.

Click here to watch his speech.

https://www.telegraph.co.uk/global-health/science-and-disease/boris-johnson-speech-live-end-lockdown-watch-coronavirus-address/


So, what has changed?

The details will need to be explained but it appears that people in England can now:

 Go to work if they can’t work from home –ideally they should drive, walk or cycle rather 
than taking public transport. But, if they can work from home, they should do so

 Spend unlimited time outside providing social distancing is maintained – so you can go 
and sit in a park and enjoy the sun (but only with people you live with). You can’t yet meet 
up with friends and family who do not live with you

 Some year groups can return to their primary schools after half term – reception, Year 1 
and Year 6

The Prime Minister’s statement, according to the Labour leader Keir Starmer, is ‘’unclear’’ 
and needs real clarification. Click here to watch his reaction.

Nicola Sturgeon, the leader of the Scottish government has been scathing about what she 
has referred to as a ‘vague and imprecise’ statement – and is ‘’angry’’ about the lack of 
communication from Westminster about the plans. Click here to watch her reaction.

And for us? If you are in Year 10 and Year 12- then possibly you will have ‘’some time with 
your teachers’’ before the end of the academy year because of your exams next year. Years 
7, 8 and 9 - looks like it will probably now be a September return, but that could change 
depending on how the easing of lockdown goes in the weeks ahead. 

https://www.express.co.uk/news/uk/1280376/boris-johnson-coronavirus-speech-lockdown-return-work-sir-keir-starmer
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/may/10/nicola-sturgeon-leads-criticism-of-uks-new-stay-alert-coronavirus-lockdown-advice


Devolution….4 countries, but disagreement

We have looked at this issue before but a reminder:

The United Kingdom (UK) consists of four separate countries:

 England

 Scotland

 Wales

 Northern Ireland

Apart from England, each country has what is called a devolved government.

Devolution is the term used to describe the process of transferring power from the centre to 
the nations and regions of the United Kingdom. The term is derived from the Latin, meaning 
“to roll down.’’

This means that, whilst the Parliament at Westminster retains certain ‘reserve’ powers, 
these devolved governments have the power to run much of their own country’s affairs. 

Hence why you see each of the above devolved governments now taking a different 
approach to the easing of lockdown, even though we are all part of the UK!



Scotland has the Scottish Parliament which is at Holyrood.

Wales has the National Assembly which is at Cardiff.

Northern Ireland has the Northern Ireland Assembly at 

Stormont.



Nicola Sturgeon – the First Minister of Scotland Mark Drakeford – the First Minister of Wales

Arlene Foster, the First Minister of Northern Ireland Boris Johnson – The Prime Minister



The mystery of coronavirus

There are a lot of unanswered questions which scientists are trying to understand:

o While coronavirus has ravaged Italy, how come its neighbour Austria has lost only 608 
people?

o In Iran, authorities are conducting mass burials for thousands of dead, yet over the 
border in Iraq about 100 people have died. Why?

o On one side of the island of Hispaniola, the Dominican Republic has 9,000 cases of 
infection. Yet, on the other side in Haiti, barely more than a 100 have been recorded. 
Why?

Babak Javid, an infectious disease consultant at Cambridge University has said this is ‘one 
of the big puzzles’.

Maybe there are some students at the academy who will dedicate themselves to a career in 
science in the years ahead, and help our world solve such puzzles? Study hard!



The mystery of coronavirus

Clearly there are some answers to why there has been success in halting the virus, including things 
like strict testing and contact tracing. But these cannot yet explain these types of questions:

o The northern hemisphere has seen such a spread – can temperature and demographics affect 
transmission rates? But if so, why has hot, humid Brazil suffered so much?

o Italy’s aged population was cited as a reason for the severity of its outbreak. Yet, Japan has an 
equally ageing population and has had only a tiny percentage of Italy’s deaths. Why?

o The Dharavi slum in Mumbai (a GCSE Geography case study) where 70,000 tests have yielded 
only 650 infections. As a local doctor said: ‘ there’s no way they can do social distancing in that 
slum….it doesn’t add up’. How is this possible?

o Why does the data clearly indicate there are disproportionate morbidity rates suffered by 
minority populations? Is there some kind of genetic or social factor involved here?

o Why are men twice as likely than women to die in hospital?

o And why has our country got the highest death rate in Europe? 

Have we badly mishandled the pandemic?

Scientists and Mathematicians – the world is going to need you in the years ahead!







Meanwhile, whilst you have been in lockdown, not 
everyone has obeyed Boris Johnson…….















David Attenborough – 94 years old last week!

Click on this video to see his 94 years in 94 seconds

A reminder of the impact an individual can have

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OyEj8LPAtn8


Positive mental health – don’t 

ignore the benefits!

 Keep a structure to your 

day

 Put proper clothes on each 

morning

 Get some exercise & fresh 

air each day

 Keep up with friends online

 Read….and read. You can  

improve your long term 

grades by doing this, more 

than anything!

 Have a topic to become an 

expert on!



Life is full of both ups and downs.

Nothing stays down for ever.

Keep smiling, even when it is hard.



One day we will tell stories of the virus

The London Community Gospel Choir 

and a message of hope

An article, a billboard, and a song – to 

challenge and to make us smile

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2020/mar/28/one-day-we-will-tell-stories-of-the-virus-a-time-when-we-held-our-breath-passing-people-in-the-street
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QypLHzy0C-Q


Our world: art and 
culture



Street art during 
lockdown
■ Following requests from students, some more examples of the amazing street art 

which has popped up during the global lockdown.

Remember the challenges suggested in recent weeks:

 Keep a record of your lockdown experience, which you can show 

your own children & grandchildren on day (a diary, a series of 

drawings, a scrap book of news stories or photographs, a video-

the creative possibilities are….just that!

 Enter the competition run by Mr Bilton & Ms Tomlin – entries by 

the start of half term (details to follow next week) – and win a 

prize!

















Our Sculpture of the Week

Unconditional Surrender (Times Square, New York).

Unconditional Surrender by artist Seward Johnson is a 26 foot 

statue replica of the legendary lip-lock photograph created the day 

WWII ended.



Our world in Photographs

■ Capturing small, daily events around the world



Chester, England

A young girl with a 

flag celebrates VE 

Day on Chester’s 

Cambrian Road.



Moscow, Russia

Military aircraft fly 

over Moscow 

during a rehearsal 

for the Victory Day 

flypast, marking 

the 75th 

anniversary of the 

victory over Nazi 

Germany.



Ariha, Syria

Ramadan.

Members of the displaced 

family of Tariq Abu Ziad

break their fast together in 

the midst of the rubble of 

their destroyed home.



Manaus, Brazil

Vanda Ortega, a 

Witoto nursing 

assistant, poses 

for a photograph 

before starting her 

round of 

healthcare visits 

in the Parque das 

Tribos, an 

indigenous 

community in the 

city’s suburbs.



Nantes, France

Workers take care of 

giraffes at the zoological 

park in Saint-Pere-en-Retz.



Buenos Aires, 

Argentina

A well-protected 

woman in the Villa 31 

neighbourhood during 

the government-

ordered lockdown.



Hanoi, Vietnam

Newborn baby Phuc

An, wearing a 

protective face 

shield, is seen before 

leaving home for a 

vaccination.



Kabul, Afghanistan

A health worker checks 

children’s temperatures in 

an effort to help prevent the 

spread of the coronavirus in 

the city.



Barcelona, Spain

Lockdown eased in 

Spain.

Cyclists and 

pedestrians clog the 

Barceloneta beach 

promenade.



Introducing British artist Solly Solwh.

The following slides capture Solly’s

drawings, which attempt to capture the 

glory of the animal kingdom.

Enjoy!















Click on this video

Damien Hirst

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Vh9azxL8Nis



